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Attachment #1 
List of Monthly Meetings and Worship Groups Present, June 2015
	Arizona Half Yearly Meeting
Flagstaff Monthly Meeting

Pima Monthly Meeting
     Cochise Worship Group

Tempe Monthly Meeting 

Phoenix Monthly Meeting

Colorado Regional Meeting 
Boulder Monthly Meeting

Colorado Springs Monthly Meeting

Fort Collins Monthly Meeting

Mountain View Monthly Meeting
     Three Valleys Worship Group
New Mexico Regional Meeting
Albuquerque Monthly Meeting

     Socorro Worship Group

     Gallup Worship Group
	Durango (CO) Monthly Meeting

El Paso (TX) Monthly Meeting

Gila Monthly Meeting (Silver City)

Las Cruces Monthly Meeting

Santa Fe Monthly Meeting
     ClearLight Worship Group (Taos)

      South Santa Fe Worship  Group

Utah Friends Fellowship
Logan Monthly Meeting

Moab Monthly Meeting

Salt Lake Monthly Meeting 
 


Attachment #2
List of Visitors
Diego Navarro, Santa Cruz Meeting, CA

Kylin Navarro, Berkeley Meeting, CA

Thistle MacKinney, Strawberry Creek Meeting, Albany, CA

Elena Anderson-Williams, Palo Alto Meeting, CA

Mary Klein—editor of Western Friend, Palo Alto Meeting, California

Eric Evans, Friends General Conference representative, Philadelphia

Carlota Aguilera-Martinez, Heberto Sein Visitor from Mexico City Meeting

Jacqueline Stillwell, New England Yearly Meeting, Right Sharing Visitor

Claire Leonard—still of us, but now part of Montana Friends Meeting

Christina Dragon-Walker, of Hyattville Maryland, formerly of Las Cruces

Diane Dragon-Walker

Patrick Easterling, Hilo Hawaii, still of us

Douglas Smith, Carson City NV

Josh Toothaker, Portland, OR

Dorothy Day, Portland, OR, working with Friends General Conference Christian and Interfaith Relations Committee

David Wolf, Sunnyside, WA

Laura Melvin, Fairhope, Alabama

Sam Alley, Oklahoma City Meeting

Attachment #3

Letter of introduction in behalf of Carlota Aguilera Martinez, Heberto Sein visitor from Mexico City Friends Meeting 
Junta Mensual de los Amigos en la Ciudad de México

Mexico City Monthly Meeting of Friends.
Fifth Month
Sara Keeney

Intermountain Yearly Meeting

Clerk
Friends, 

     I introduce you to Carlota Aguilera Martinez, the Heberto Sein visitor for the gathering of Intermountain Yearly Meeting 2015 held at Ghost Ranch in Abiquiu, New Mexico.
    Carlota is a regular attender at Meeting for Worship and is a facilitator for our first day school for children, which takes place once a month. She has family connections to Friends in northern Mexico.

Carlota carries with her our greetings from Mexico City Monthly Meeting and we hope her experience with Intermountain Friends will aid her in her own journey and exploration of Friends and Quakerism. 
     We are confident you will enjoy Carlota's presence among you as she shares her experiences and warmth of spirit. 

     We entrust her to your care during the gathering, knowing that she will feel embraced by the Intermountain community and we look forward to Carlota’s report upon her return. 
    In the Light, 

    Andrew Watson

    Co-Clerk
andrewwatson@prodigy.net.mx
+52 55 5396 1036
Ignacio Mariscal 132, Col. Tabacalera, México D.F. 06030                                              www.cuaquerosmexicodf.org
Attachment #4
IMYM State of the Society Report for 2015
The year 2015 is the 40th anniversary of Intermountain Yearly Meeting’s formation.  In 1975 Intermountain Friends Fellowship became Intermountain Yearly Meeting—right here at Ghost Ranch.  We celebrate that anniversary as we gather for our yearly session.  This State of the Society report briefly tells struggles and strengths from the past year, as our meetings listened and worshipped together, seeking divine guidance and building community.

State of the Meeting Reports from 15 out of 17 meetings showed light on struggles, areas of examination—many in common among our meetings: 

--Examining the quality of worship, quality of ministry, use of readings during worship;

--Finding strength and light to fill all positions;

--Feeling hurt and conflict among members;

--Experiencing different directions on building issues, to expand or not, how open to be with building use, chemical sensitivity;

--Feeling troubled over militarism, societal and global needs;

--Dealing with health challenges, often associated with aging;

--Examining use of financial resources, or concern about resources;

--Grieving the loss of members; 

--Questioning the feasibility of continuing to meet at the well-loved site of Ghost Ranch for our population, many of whom are aging, and where costs are increasing.

Meetings celebrated and were enriched by activities in these areas:

--Sharing worship time together;

--Providing vibrant programming for children and for adult study, including learning for new people, worship sharing, Experiments in Light;

--Enjoying community potlucks—truly a constant among meetings, The Lucretia Mott Breakfast Club, Soup and Sharing, among many;

--holding meetings for healing;

--Building beloved community, sharing friendship and fellowship;

--Participating in local community efforts:  particularly with people who are homeless, immigrants or incarcerated;

--Participating in support of wider Quaker organizations, including Intermountain Yearly Meeting;

--Learning more about dealing with conflict constructively;

--Conducting outreach at universities and public events;

--Examining finances—from improving record keeping to looking at what our spending really means;

--Improving websites;

--Holding workdays, raising food.

A sense that our time together with these joys and even with these struggles, is a privilege to be honored and treasured, shines through all of the State of the Meeting reports.

Sara Keeney, Presiding Clerk

Attachment #5

Report on the 40th Anniversary of IMYM -- Penny Thron-Weber 

In 1970 New Mexico and Arizona reached out to Friends in Colorado to join them at Ghost Ranch for a Quaker gathering. There were 95 adults and 75 young folk and we know we had coke home. These times were described by one writer as “precious times of loving and living, praying and learning.” by 1974, Arizona and New Mexico Meetings had requested and had been released by Pacific Yearly Meeting and were ready to join with Colorado and Utah Friends to create a new Yearly Meeting. Three hundred folks were gathered that year. Some were reticent, wanting to keep the focus on fellowship, community and spiritual renewal. But a recognition of our desire to be part of the traditional structure of Friends everywhere led us to unite in a minute forming Intermountain Yearly Meeting, but cautioning ourselves to keep the organizational structure minimal, to re-evaluate from time to time, and to avoid labeling ourselves as associated with any one branch of Friends.

So, 40 years ago, in 1975, with 336 folks (245 adults, 91 young ones) in attendance, the first IMYM was held at Ghost Ranch.

I wanted to tell you more about the intervening years, but I realized it would be in many ways my story with memories rather than a history of the Yearly Meeting, and who wants to recap all of the medical crises we have experienced, or the life and times of young folks at IMYM?

So I thought I’d take a few moments to have a little quiz?

Who was born during a YM session that his mother was attending? [Logan] Who were the Cantina Crowd?

Who first led folk dancing? What is Bader B?

What was the clever ploy to jump start the process of writing our own Faith and Practice? Who were the first leaders of Joint Service Project work camps? Where was it held?

Who was the first clerk of IMYM?

What [so far] is the absolute number of clerks? [21]

Which husband and wife each served the Yearly Meeting as clerk, but at separate times? Who came by private airplane to the first Intermountain Friends Fellowship and many times thereafter?

Who participated in folk dancing in her wheelchair? [Josephine Coates] Who has been coming since you were born?

Respectfully submitted by Penny Thron-Weber Transcribed by Nancy Marshall

Attachment #6
Anniversary Song “It’s a Fine Thing to Gather as Friends” --  Eric Wright
For the 40th Anniversary of Intermountain Yearly Meeting, performed June 10, 2015
It was a bold group of Quakers who gathered at Ghost Ranch
Back in Nineteen and seventy-five
There were graying wise elders and young growing families
In that circle, so rich and alive
And out of that fellowship formed a real Yearly Meeting
Which some Friends still view with regret
But despite quiet grumbling we still keep on coming
And there's no sign of stopping it yet.

Chorus
It's a fine thing to gather as Friends
Where the laughter and singing and fun never ends
Where the silence that holds us and the love that enfolds us 
Are treasures on which we depend
It’s a fine thing to gather as Friends!
Now the things that Friends treasure about IMYM
As each year 's evaluation forms tell:
First, the daily small groups filled with deep worship sharing 
And our Clerks, who have served us so well
Of course some Friends love singing, and long conversations 
And a whole week without a cellphone!
Some fill up each day with great workshops and meetings 
While some prefer hiking alone.

When the Senior Young Friends hold their meeting for business 
(Which might start at midnight, or one)
With Truth as their guide, they all come to decide 
And the hardest of business gets done
And we elders, all knowing that here lies the future 
Feel a glimmer hope, we confess
For perhaps we don't show it, but we surely know it 
We're leaving them a world in a mess.

Friends believe we should seek that of God in all places 
And surely God dwells everywhere
But there's some kind of magic surrounds us at Ghost Ranch 
I n the cliffs and the sky and the air
Now there's also the heat, and the biting no-see-ums 
For those folks who just like to complain
But it's also true, when Chimney Rock comes in view 
We're all glad we're together again.

Tune: You Picked a Fine Time to leave Me, … 
Words by Eric Wright
Attachment #7

Speech by Keynote Speaker Diego Navarro (also available in the Library of the Western Friend website)
The Veil, The Shadow, and the Abundant   Life
Transcript of a presentation to Intermountain Yearly Meeting June 11, 2015; Ghost Ranch, Abiquiu, New Mexico
by Diego Navarro
I'm honored to be invited to give this keynote on your yearly meeting's 40th anniversary. My first few yearly meetings as a child started in 1968, and that was a time when PYM included some of the IMYM monthly meetings. My other connection to IMYM is through meeting IMYM friends over the years. In 1978 in Idaho Springs, Colorado, I attended my first gathering of Young Friends of North America, where I met Penny and Bruce Thron-Weber. That gathering was a seminal moment for me in experiencing Quakerism. I think for many of us, YFNA was a powerful experience.
Thank you for supporting me, and helping me to bring three wonderful Pacific Yearly Meeting Young Friends to IMYM, and thank you for your gracious generosity. Each of these young friends is following an inner teacher and living their lives following leadings. If you have an opportunity to talk with them, you will find they are doing some very interesting work in their lives. You may notice that we have a number of Friends sitting on the facing bench and the facing chairs. They're holding us during this time, during this morning. Many of the Friends came early to this space to hold this space in preparation for this talk, and I thank them for doing this.
I'm first going to give an introduction, which will give the context for this talk, and then I’ll provide an outline of what I'll be saying. You may have noticed that Kylin is accompanied me. She is providing eldering for me at this gathering. Many of us have this concept that “eldering” means to tell someone what not to do. But eldering has an important role of spiritual formation and support. Kylin’s role here is important for me to stay on the edge of the Spirit – to not out-run or fall behind the leading of the Spirit. She's also helping me to be prepared inwardly so I can be faithful to the Truth. And it's a real honor to have my daughter doing this for me. I've had a number of young people over the years at different gatherings serve as my elder, but it’s special to have Kylin at this time.
Many of our young people have deep wisdom and faith. We need to recognize and utilize their gifts. And before I delve into this talk too much, I'd like to reflect on the role of Young Friends in the creation of the Religious Society of Friends. Young people ignited the Religious Society of Friends in the 1650s. George Fox in 1652 was 28 years old. So a lot of early Quakers were young people with a fire, a sense of purpose, though not really knowing what they were doing in their lives. And that part of them became the ministry that we inherited, and that Spirit among young people is still
there. Several of the early Friends that I'll be quoting today were in their late teens and early twenties when they had the experiences I'll be referring to.
So a question that I have now is: How can we support younger friends who are serious about their spiritual lives and about the revitalization of the Religious Society of Friends? When Kylin and Elena returned from the Quaker Youth Pilgrimage in 2008, they were on fire. They were on fire with the knowledge that their previous experiences in our meetings and gatherings did not live up to the legacy of Quakerism they were introduced to during the pilgrimage. I saw this fire. And when I saw it, it reminded me of when I returned from YFNA in 1978. That was when I realized that we, the Young friends, needed to educate ourselves about our history and learn the practices that really guide Friends as a people.
The one thing that I've learned about discernment over the years is that our Guide has a much bigger plan – and a more exquisite plan for bringing it about – than my narrow view of what I can perceive, with my limited planning abilities and my lack of power to create the ways to open. This Spirit has a very powerful way of leading us. When I'm in the power of that Spirit, the way opens and I start to see the bigger picture with my limited perspective.
How much do we trust that Higher Power to lead us and to give us the strength and strategies to be effective in supporting the unfolding of the larger vision on Earth? It’s somewhat of a mystery. Discernment is about mystery. So this talk is about that question: How much do we trust that Higher Power to lead us and to give us the strength and strategies to be effective in supporting the unfolding of its larger vision on Earth?
In my role as reading clerk for PYM this year, I had the wonderful opportunity to read epistles from all over the world. In reading the IMYM epistle from last year, I loved the query that was embedded in it: How is God calling you to live in the vision of the world that we seek? I was excited when I was contacted about coming here to speak.
Especially with the theme this year, Practicing Spiritual Discernment: Where does the Light lead us now? There are two phrases in that theme – spiritual discernment and Light lead us – which I translate into the word, “leadings.” Your program committee has been wonderful. I had a number of conversations with them, and they reminded me that Quaker process is caught, not taught. IMYM is looking for a collective leading. What would it look like? We want to get beyond the mode of naval gazing. So I hope this talk helps you with your process of discernment in IMYM.
I have found that in order to better comprehend discernment, we need to understand how early Quakers were individually led and the process that early friends developed for staying true to their callings. What I'll be talking about today comes from both my experiences in being faithful to the Spirit as I've lived my life, and my talk will also be
informed by readings of early Friends that I began studying in my late teens.
Discernment is not about knowing. It's about not knowing. Discernment is about not knowing. How do we know that we don't know? Leadings are grounded in humility, the humility of not knowing, but being open to learning and being guided. What can we do to prepare ourselves to discern the larger Will? One approach is a historical Quaker approach to action that is lived from a place of contemplation and guidance by the Spirit. This talk is about things that get in the way of discernment, and it is about Quaker traditions and ways we can align ourselves with the Spirit, which are at the core of discernment.
I'm going to be reading some quotes from Friends. Be aware how this language makes you feel, and notice if you find this language is triggering you or distracting to you.
And if it does that, then substitute the words that make you feel more comfortable, so you can hear the truth behind what these Friends are saying.
I'd like to start with this little exercise. If you could close your eyes and notice your feet on the floor. Just notice – are they flat on the floor, or do you have your legs crossed? Notice your lower body and how it’s resting on the chair; notice your shoulders and your arms; notice your hands. What are they making contact with? Bring your awareness inside and notice your throat; notice inside your chest. Notice your upper abdomen and belly. Be aware of your body.
Quakerism is a visceral religion; discernment is felt in our bodies. There are somatic- based or body-based psychotherapies that are effective because they bypass the intellect and the ego and help patients go within to understand what is really going on. The sense I have is that the intelligence of Quakerism has to do with how our bodies are wired. The highest density of neurons we have is in our head, on our brain stem.
The second highest is in our belly, our abdomen. And the third highest density of neurons we have is around our heart. The sense that I've had throughout my life is that Quakerism is about the intelligence of the neurons around our gut and around our heart. Somehow, Quakers have discovered how to filter that and use that.
Our name, “Quakers,” was about quaking. But more importantly, our tradition is transmitted through visceral language, “a sense of the meeting,” for example. Those of you who have clerked – you sense it in your body when unity is being reached. “Being moved to speak.” “Holding you in the light.” “Holding a concern.”
My experiences of Quakerism when I was around ten years old were visceral experiences. I had an experience in Claremont Meeting in Southern California, the meeting I grew up in. The night before members of our meeting were going to attend a protest against the Vietnam War. And it was not clear if anyone would be arrested or if the provocateurs would incite rioting or if anyone would get hurt. The night before the protest, there was a meeting at someone’s home. And my father brought me along. I
remember lying down on the floor behind the couch. I did not know what was taking place, but I could feel the depth of it, the weight, the gravity of the situation.
I had this same experience again in Orange Grove Meeting, when the meeting was harboring AWOLs during the Vietnam War. My family would bring meals to them on Thursday evenings. We would drive from Pomona to Pasadena. And I would be playing with the other children, running around the meeting house and exploring the basement. One of these times, we went upstairs and there was a sense of seriousness and stillness. We found out that there was a called meeting for worship because the FBI was standing outside the meetinghouse, and they were threatening to come inside the meetinghouse and arrest the men who were AWOL. Again I felt the weight. I felt the stillness of the situation.
There's a gravity that the Spirit brings that we connect with. Growing up in my yearly meeting's youth programs, I was able to develop a sensitivity or an inner barometer of connection to the Spirit. And most of the people that I talk to that grow up in our gatherings find this as well. We learn to be vulnerable, to share the truth that we see and to know that the others around will continue to accept us and support us and hold us even in our woundedness. This barometer that develops inside of us becomes very important in understanding whether you are experiencing true community or if you are experiencing something else when you're with other people. A lot of the times the standard of connection at Young Friend's gatherings is so high that it’s hard for Young Friends to participate in our meetings because our meetings do not hold the same level of connection and the young people can feel it.
Many of us are familiar with the “way opening” as a part of discernment. Parker Palmer, in his book, Let Your Life Speak, relays a story of his time at Pendle Hill where he expected to find new clarity and direction. He says:
But when I arrived and started sharing my vocational quandary, people responded with a traditional Quaker counsel, which despite their good intentions, left me even more discouraged. “Have faith,” they said, “and the way will open.” I have faith, I thought to myself. What I don't have is time to wait for way to open. I'm approaching middle age at warp speed, and I have yet to find a vocational path that feels right. The only way that’s opened so far is the wrong way.
He goes on:
After a few months of deepening frustration, I took my troubles to an older Quaker woman, well known for her thoughtfulness and candor. “Ruth,” I said, “people keep telling me that way will open. Well, I sit in the silence, I pray, I listen for my calling, but way is not opening. I've been trying to find my vocation for a long time, and I still don't have the
foggiest idea of what I'm meant to do. Way may open for other people, but it’s sure not opening for me.” Ruth's reply was a model for Quaker plain speaking, "I'm a birthright Friend,” she said somberly, “and in 60-plus years of living, way has never opened in front of me.” She paused, and I started sinking in despair. Was this wise woman telling me that the Quaker concept of God's guidance was a hoax? Then she spoke again, this time with a grin. “But a lot of way has closed behind me, and that’s had the same guiding effect. If the way is not opening, maybe the way is closing."
God has many ways to speak to us, but are we willing to listen? We have to be careful here, too. In my work, I face a lot of resistance in reforming community college educational models for at-risk and underprepared young adults. And sometimes, one can mistake resistance for the way closing. It has been very helpful for me to have an anchor committee for the last eleven years, provided to me by my meeting, to help me in the discernment of this leading, to help me differentiate resistance from the way closing.
Discernment requires waking up from the trance of the dominant culture, the veil that is over our eyes, the water we swim in. In a workshop called, "Challenges of the Abundant Life," at the 2009 Friends Association for Higher Education Conference at Guilford College, the leader stated, "For early Friends, ‘abundant life’ meant being diverse to, or cross to, or at odds with, the models of success in the world around them." I'll repeat that: "For early fFiends, ‘abundant life’ meant being diverse to, or cross to, or at odds with, the models of success in the world around them." The desire of the workshop was to reclaim the dynamism of the Quaker tradition in our own experience as we, like early Friends, are at odds with the taken-for-granted assumptions of the dominant culture of our day and age. At times, our own assumptions become our toughest challenges.
So. What are we doing to help young Friends to discern within the context of our dominant culture where their lives are going? When should you go to college? Of course: When you graduate from high school. When should you graduate from college? Of course: Four years after you start. What profession should you pursue? Of course: Follow your heart and your leading. But make sure there are jobs available in this field, too.

What trances are we living right now in the dominant culture? What are our trances? I dropped out of college. I realized that I needed to focus on contemplation and spiritual readings. Also, the Young Adult Friends community was coalescing at that time, and I felt a call to leadership. Little did I know the odyssey that I was about to begin. I became trained in what was called 'The Feldenkrais Method” of somatic-based therapy because I had a back problem I needed to fix. I started a software company with Quakers from Berkeley Meeting. I graduated from college at the age of 28, finally knowing what I wanted to study. And then studying social change in the belly of the beast at Harvard Business School in order to bring Quaker principles into corporate America.
I couldn't have imagined what I was doing when I dropped out of college. I think that’s the power of the Spirit that knows a hell of a lot more than what I know. There’s this bigger picture. The way that “the way opened” with synchronicity happened so many different times I couldn't have planned it.
What is our testimony in the digital age? What are the visible steps we are taking as Quakers to have a living testimony? How do we wake up from the trance of the dominant culture? Early Friends spent a lot of time working on waking up from that trance. It was that trance that they were concerned about. It was for the lifting of that veil that they developed processes to help deal with.
In discernment, fallow times are important. We generally think that discernment and leadings are about doing things. What do I need to do next? What am I lead to do?
Well, a lot of times, it’s about slowing down. Discernment insights and openings occur for me when I'm resting, when I'm eating, taking a shower, taking a break, going for a walk. It's in the waiting – waking up in the morning, sitting and reflecting when I'm at conferences, in meetings – when the Spirit creeps behind the veil and helps me to see and prioritize my life.
Margaret Fell referred to this as the circumcision of the heart. And Steve Crisp, a Friend who was born in 1652, discusses the veil being taken away, that it happens when we wake up from our old habits and judgments, when we wake up from our pride, we wake up from our privilege, we start to look at our entitlement. Waking up from being so sure that what I see is the truth, from holding on without knowing that my holding on is obstructing the Spirit. How tightly do we hold on to what we think the truth is? Can you let go?
I learned about letting go at YFNA 1978, sitting in a meeting for worship, considering business. What I learned was that all I could bring was a facet of the truth, if that. I could bring a facet of an inkling of what I thought the truth was, and all I could do to be faithful was to share it. And then let go of it. It's a mystery where the unity is going to take us. The longer I hold onto what I think the truth is, the less we are able to smoothly get there. That doesn't mean that I'm not going to state something that is contrary to what's being stated in the meeting. What matters is how I hold it once I have delivered it.
Can you let go? It requires trust. This process of change, of inward knowing and seeking a deeper understanding of Quaker life, is an education of the heart. Following the inner voice requires being vulnerable and calling out to God to take over your
life.  But here’s the conundrum: If you're comfortable, do you have this need to have God take over your life? If you read early Quakers, something inside of them is not feeling comfortable, and they're dealing and struggling with that. They’re noticing that their pride is coming out. You know – Why, why am I not sitting on the facing bench? Why is it those people? Whatever it is inside of you that is coming out, they struggled with that, they were not comfortable. And it was that uncomfortableness that allowed them to move forward in their living testimonies. If your needs are being met in life, and you're satisfied, do you feel a need to pray for God to take over your life? Not just once, but all the time. Many early Friends opened to the discomfort. They couldn't avoid it. What early Friends found was that in discomfort, we more readily turn to God. In discomfort, we more readily turn to God.
So I'd like to do a little exercise here. I'd like you to consider some of these queries. And just think about them and ponder them.
· How is your comfort getting in the way with your connection with the Spirit?
· Have you given your life over to God at any point, and if so, what was going on at that time?
· When have you experienced those deep connections with the divine? What did it look like?
I'd like for you to choose a partner next to you. If you have a choice, choose the one you don't know as well. What I’d like you to do is to share with each other the first query: How is your comfort getting in the way of your connection with the Spirit?
[Friends share with each other for a time.]
So there’s another thing I want us to think about. We come to meeting for worship to conduct business with an invitation to a mystery, the mystery of unity. How do you come prepared for that mystery? How do you know that the truth is there? And how hard do you have to hold onto it? Because others may not. It takes a lot of trust, this process of Quakerism.
There's this story that I love to read to young Friends, and I think it applies to all of us. It's about a young boy named Benjamin Bangs who was born in England in 1652. Our openings and our discernment to leadings come in many forms. And this story is
about Benjamin when he's about 19 years old. What I find when I read Quaker writings is that discernment requires opening to the mystery. So let me read this story. This is from his journal and these are direct quotes.
My friend was with me when the letter from my mother came to my hands, which I read to myself. But coming to the words that advised me to go to the Quaker meeting, the evil nature got up in me and put me in such a passion that I could read no further but to put the letter into my
pocket. The First Day followed, I went to take a walk, and after a little time, a solid concern came over my mind. And this arose in my thoughts. “What is the matter that thou cannot read thy mother's letter?” With that, I went and sat down and read the letter with pleasure, and it arose in my mind to go to a meeting. However, the enemy of all righteousness suggested to me, “Thou knowest not where a meeting is.” But God very intelligibly opened on my understanding, “Go down to Charring Cross, and there thou shalt see some of that people. Follow them."
That wasn't one of those apps, crowd sourcing or that kind of thing. This is 1671. So was he crazy or did he have trust?
Upon this I arose and went down to Charring Cross and there I saw five or six of the said people. Which was a confirmation to me that the opening was right. So I followed at some distance and their habit with their solid behavior affected me. They were going to the meeting at Westminster, and when they came there, they went it. But I stood at the door for a while. Here the enemy was at work again.
Now you know why they prayed to God, “Take over my life.” They had these things that kept going on inside of them. And you read this all the time in these stories.
Here the enemy was at work again, and would have persuaded me to go away. Intimating that some of my old acquaintance came, they would but laugh at me. But the better part prevailed. It was not long before one stood up.
So I guess he went inside.
It was not long before one stood up, and I thought to take good notice of what he said. But so many wandering thoughts prevailed, that I got no benefit thereby.
Doesn't sound familiar, I'm sure.
He sat down, and after a little time, another stood up. And I said to myself, “Well, I resolve, I will mind what this man says.” But it was only a few minutes before my wandering thoughts got to Holland and from thence I thought of going to France. But meeting with a secret check in myself for these vain imaginations, I gave myself a stomp upon the floor with my foot. Which caused the eyes of those in the meeting to be upon me. In fervency of spirit I said to myself, "What is the matter that I cannot be master over my own mind?" I saw I was altogether wrong and wanted inward strength to get a staidness of mind upon God. I was made sensible that there was a spiritual warfare to be passed through. That no staidness of mind could be attained to till the inward enemies
of the soul be destroyed.
He was a Quaker. Kind of different language, isn't it?
In this state I continued some time and my inward life decaying. I was brought very low as to my inward enjoyments.
And that’s something I started to see: that there's a dissatisfaction that starts to occur. There's another story that I could read about. It’s about a woman named Elizabeth Ashbridge, who was born in 1713. It’s a fascinating story. She loved to dance. She was raised in the Church of England, so she was allowed to dance and sing, and she loved that. And then something inside of her changed, where that enjoyment went away,
and that’s the part that I think we need to listen to as Quakers. That when our enjoyment is going away, when we feel dissatisfied about something, that’s when the Spirit is talking with us.
So, I was brought very low as to my inward enjoyments, which I had been formally so plentifully supplied with. So I began to grow a little careless, and the Enemy stepped in with it, saying “Thou art but young, and this is the only time for thee to take the pleasures of this world, and when thou art old, thou knows now how to get to what thou has been so earnestly engaged in to come to, to the knowledge of."
Just wait till later, I'll become saintly then. But now, I'm young.
I continued for some time in an unconsciousness of mind by which I sustained so great a loss that if I saw the faces of any of my friends, Quakers in the streets, I endeavored to avoid them, for shame covered me, believing they knew what a loss I was to come to.
So this is the place where a lot of early Quakers got when they said, “God, take over my life.”
Have you ever had an experience where you felt uncomfortable and that you really didn't have any control over yourself in that situation? Think about that time, or those times. That’s usually when the Light is waking you up, when the Light is waking you up.
What I'd like to do now, I'd like us to hold a meeting for worship. Just sit with what has been rising inside of you and I'm going to end it about ten minutes early and I'm going to do a little closing; but I'd like us to sit and worship together until I do that.
[Friends worship for about forty minutes.]
The discernment process is sometimes difficult, but there’s a gift at the end. And that’s the unity we experience. Many feel worried about the demographics of the Religious Society of Friends and about our dwindling numbers. The love and tenderness of the Spirit touches a deep need and yearning in our society. If you’re living the growing edge of the Spirit, people will gather. So how do we live the growing edge of the Spirit? I would suggest that our meetings begin to take the responsibility and stewardship of discerning leadings of our members as a central part of what we do.
Here are some tools that meetings can use. My home meeting, Santa Cruz, supports leadings. What we’ve done is that we have someone who’s a “leadings social witness mentor.” The role of that person is to keep an ear out for who has an inkling or a nudging. People will come up to this mentor and say they have a leading, or they heard someone say something at a Friendly Sixes dinner. The mentor will talk to the person with the leading. And if the mentor feels that nascent leading deserves it, or they feel that it’s right, they help the person to seek clearness by setting up a clearness committee. The committee meets more than three times, so it’s time limited. The mentor helps educate the clearness committee and helps the individual write up a statement of what their leading is to give to the clearness committee ahead of time.
This is all written up in the “Rekindling the Fire” article that Betty Devalcourt and I wrote for Western Friend.
There are several other tools we can use to support leadings. One is that when we have a Friend with a leading, and we have brought them into our meeting through a clearness process, if we minute their ministry, then we can set up an anchor committee that can sit with them. My anchor committee meets with me about every six weeks. They help me discern if I’m getting ahead of the Spirit, or if I’m falling behind it. They’ve played an important role for me. They play the role of an elder. They
keep me accountable to the minute that I have from my meeting in support of my work.
Another tool is to support Friends traveling in the ministry. When we have individuals who are visiting other meetings or going to conferences, we can yoke them with an elder. We can take responsibility for the leadings that individuals in our meetings have. I grew up in a yearly meeting with individuals like Allan Strain, individuals like Ian Tierman, and many others — Bob Schutz was one. They had these leading, but they never brought them to their meetings. It wasn’t something that they did. But I think that it can enliven our meetings. It creates a relationship between the Spirit and its unfolding and our meetings.
Other approaches to try are Rex Ambler’s experiments with the Light and Parker Palmer’s circles of trust. And if you want to develop a visceral IQ, you might want to try “focusing.” Focusing is a very good method for visceral learning. Or you might want to try the Feldenkrais Method or Alexander Technique. There are different methods to develop your visceral IQ. I think that’s important for us as Friends to develop that
capacity, because it is embedded in our faith and our approach.
So what I’d like to do is to end this time together with Isaac Penington. He wrote this poem:
Give over thine own willing. Give over thine own running.
Give over thine own desiring to know or be anything. And sink down to the seed which God sows in thy heart.
And let that be in thee, and grow in thee, and Breathe in thee, and act in thee.
And thou shalt know by sweet experience that the Lord knows that and loves and owns that, and will lead it.
Thank you.
Diego Navarro grew up in Claremont Friends Meeting and is currently a member of Santa Cruz Friends Meeting (PYM). He teaches at Cabrillo College and for twelve years has been following a leading to develop a transformative program for community college students, which is being replicated nationwide
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Attachment #8

Memorial Minute for Martin Coburn (Boulder Monthly Meeting)
Martin Cobin passed away in Louisville, Colorado, on November 5, 2014, quickly, peacefully and at home, as he wanted.  He was born in New York City to Rose and Joseph Bernard Cohen on October 20, 1920.

Martin married June Peterson during World War II and served in the occupation of Japan at the same time that he was starting a family.  The images of war had a profound effect on him, and thereafter he strove to use artistic expression to create compassion and understanding.

He received his Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin and went on to teach speech, communication, and theater at West Virginia University, the University of Illinois, and the University of Colorado in Boulder. He became a director, producing director of, and occasionally an actor in the Colorado Shakespeare Festival.

Martin grew up Jewish but left Jewish practice as a teenager, already questioning the conflict between the sense of belonging and excluding others. While he was away at war, June joined the Society of Friends in Madison, Wisconsin.  Martin found that Fox’s teaching that there is that of God in everyone spoke to his condition and became active in the Madison Meeting. Later he started a Quaker Meeting in Morgantown, West Virginia where he lived.  When they moved to Urbana, Illinois, he became a member of that Meeting, and transferred his member to Boulder Meeting in 1962. 

He came to Quakers as a seeker of a different concept of God, a concept that embraced inclusivity, community, and justice. It was important to him that we accept that he was a non-Christian Quaker and all his life he avidly studied the world’s religions.  He found God in the power of relationships. Martin was Clerk of Intermountain Yearly Meeting, and of Boulder Meeting, and served on many committees: AFSC, Peace & Social Justice, Right Sharing of World Resources, and Native American Concerns/Indigenous Peoples Concerns.

Martin’s lifetime search for a sense of relationships and belonging made him a deeply introspective man. His interests were humanistic and world-wide and he studied passionately the impact of communication on human affairs. He succeeded translating the fruits of his search into action at home and in his extended travels.

He and June spent several years with the AFSC’s International Affairs, East Asia project and a year as the directors of Casa de los Amigos in Mexico City. Martin marched in Selma, Alabama, taught Alternatives to Violence in prisons, and was always especially concerned about Native Americans and indigenous peoples all over the world.

Over his long life, beside textbooks in his field and plays Martin wrote a Pendle Hill Pamphlet, a couple of manuscripts about his understanding of God and religions, several books of poetry, and eventually a novel near the culmination of his life. The deep bonds of love, friendship, and mutual understanding that Martin shared with his wife June, who died in 2010, were his constant companions. His faithful inward search for truth, for what it means to belong to a group without being exclusive, for understanding and being understood, for communicating the truths given to him, were an inspiration to many of us. 

Martin is survived by his children, Lyn Gullette, Gail Moscoso, Kit Warner, and Peter Cobin, and by 7 grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren, and a sister, Leonore Fleming.

A Meeting for Worship to celebrate Martin’s life was held on November 16, 2014.  Martin was an extraordinary man who lived a full and rich life. He touched the lives of many others, and he will be missed.

Attachment #9
Memorial Minute for Nancy Curtis Krashaur (Boulder Monthly Meeting) 
Nancy Curtis Kraushaar was born to Lavalette Stevenson Curtis and Austin M. Curtis in Newark, New Jersey, on April 17, 1925. She passed peacefully on May 5, 2014, with her family by her side. 

An excellent student, she received a scholarship to study at Wilson College in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania in1943. After graduating from Wilson College, magna cum laude with a degree in Physics in 1947, Nancy received a scholarship to MIT, where she earned a Master’s Degree in physics.

After college, she completed post graduate work at Brookhaven. There she met her future husband, Jack, who was completing his PhD in nuclear physics. They were married in Orange, New Jersey in 1951. In 1953, Nancy and Jack moved to Menlo Park, California, where Jack was a junior faculty member at Stanford University. Jack was offered a position at the University of Colorado, and in 1956 they moved to Boulder.

In Boulder, Nancy had many passions that she actively pursued. Always well versed in current events and with strong opinions, she was involved in the League of Women Voters and the Democratic Party in the 1960s and 1970s. For a period she chaired the Democratic Party of Boulder County. During this time she also served as campaign manager for several local Democratic candidates. 
During her 50 plus years in Boulder, Nancy faithfully attended Boulder Meeting of Friends (Quakers), waiting over 40 years to become a member. Her main interest was ministering to the less advantaged of Boulder and she was an active member of the service committee for many years. She also served on the nominating and fellowship committees.

Nancy had a passion for the creative arts and during various periods was a potter, artist, seamstress, knitter and weaver. She was an exceptional cook. She was particularly interested in weaving, especially in rugs made by the Navajo Indians, which added to the enjoyment of the many trips Jack and Nancy made to the southwest.

Nancy loved outdoors activities, including gardening, camping, backpacking, birding, canoeing, and skiing. She hiked and cross country skied into her 70s. Nancy and Jack were avid travelers, residing for periods in Holland, Japan, and Canada in conjunction with Jack's work. After his retirement, they took many Elderhostel trips and continued to explore the world.

She is survived by her three sons, Jeffrey, Steven, and Mathew, grandchildren Andrew, Lisa, Sabina, and Ben, daughters-in-law Nancy and Cindy, and sister Elizabeth Crane, who resides in Santa Barbara, California. She was preceded in death by her husband of 53 years.
A Meeting for Worship to celebrate Nancy’s life was held on Saturday, May 24, 2014.

Attachment #10
Memorial Minute for Martha Lou Davis (Santa Fe Monthly Meeting)
Martha Lou Davis, born August 20, 1953 in Dallas, OR, passed away October 8, 2014 in Los Alamos, NM.   In a life characterized by love and caring for her family and others, she moved often, and in each new home left a double legacy:  a ready participation in her Quaker meeting and a passion to make the natural world more sustainable and beautiful.

Martha grew up in Willamette Valley Quarterly Meeting and attended Salem and Corvallis Monthly Meetings with her parents Paul and Crystalle Davis and sister Joy.  After completing high school in Corvallis, she attended Earlham College for a year before returning to the University of Oregon where she received her degree in biology.  She worked for the U. S. Forest Service in central Oregon before going  to the University of Colorado to earn her Ph.D. in biology.  As her thesis project Martha chose to study populations of Douglas fir trees, so that she could work mostly in the field and not in the lab.  While in Colorado, she was a member of Boulder Monthly Meeting and served as recording clerk; she was active in Young Friends of North America during her graduate school days.  After a postdoctoral position at Ohio University (she attended Athens Monthly Meeting), Martha accepted a teaching position at the University of Michigan - Flint.  

In 1987, she married Jonathan Thron (whom she had met while in graduate school in Colorado) under the care of the Boulder meeting.  Jonathan was a physicist at Argonne National Laboratory and she moved to the Chicago area to be with him.  Martha was active in Downers Grove (IL) Monthly Meeting for many years.  She is remembered there “for her care for ill Friends and for her skill as clerk, understanding all concerns and beautifully capturing the sense of the meeting.”  She was a proponent of native plantings for around the meetinghouse, once again putting into action her concern for the health of the environment.

While in the Chicago area, she taught briefly at Northwestern University and then focused her attention on horticulture, both educating and creating. She gave presentations to many area garden clubs and organizations and taught classes through the Morton Arboretum’s education department.  In 1990, Martha and Jonathan bought a house in Bolingbrook, and she proceeded to transform its yard with retaining walls and a fishpond and by enriching the soil and planting a variety of unusual trees and shrubs.

When Jonathan’s work took him regularly to northern Minnesota, Martha often went along to pursue nature photography.  She photographed animals, landscapes, water, and ice formations, and later published some of her photos.  Martha also combined art and her interest in the natural world with the exquisite ceramic bowls she made with leaf imprints.  A voracious reader, Martha’s tastes went well beyond horticulture and she read mysteries, fantasy, and the latest non-fiction.  And Martha combined horticulture with cooking, teaching others how to use the fruits, vegetables, and herbs she grew.

In 2005, Martha and Jonathan moved to Los Alamos, NM for his new job.  Again, she bloomed where she was planted.  That is, she immediately researched xeriscaping and permaculture, and their home and large yard became a model for low-water and indigenous plantings, water catchment and storage.  Martha taught classes at the Pajarito Environmental Education Center, and she worked at the Alcalde Sustainable Agriculture Science Center monitoring and selecting jujube trees that would do well in New Mexico.  Martha’s skill in fruit tree grafting (e.g., over 100 varieties on a handful of trees in her backyard) was acknowledged when she was asked to teach the Oklahoma National Guard some of her techniques so they could go to Afghanistan and show farmers there how to improve their yields.  Weeks before her death, Martha was able to attend a ceremony at the Los Alamos Master Gardeners’ demonstration garden where its fruit tree grove was named “Martha’s Orchard.”

Upon her arrival in New Mexico, Martha became active in Santa Fe Monthly Meeting and Los Alamos Worship Group until illness slowed her involvement.  She served on the Ministry and Counsel Committee and was involved in other meeting events and ongoing activities.  Recognizing Martha’s kindness and wisdom, one Friend referred to Martha as “a true Quaker elder.”

Martha was diagnosed with cancer in 2010 and used her research background to evaluate and understand treatment options. She embraced alternatives as long as they had a scientific basis. Until her death on October 8th, 2014 she was steadfast in her own care and connecting with the many friends she had cultivated.  She is survived by husband Jonathan, sister Joy Ragsdale, sisters-in-law Penelope Thron-Weber and Karin Thron, brothers-in-law Peter Thron and Rajinder Thron, and nieces and nephews.

Attachment #11
Memorial Minute for Judith Elaine McBride (Pima Monthly Meeting)

January 16, 1937—August 24, 2014 


The family, on both maternal and paternal sides, into which Judith McBride was born were pioneers in the state of Oklahoma: a widowed great grandmother was a homesteader in the Panhandle and the first female postmistress in the state, and a grandfather later became postmaster for the state.  Judith was born in Oklahoma City on January 16, 1937, the eldest child of James William McBride and Edith Bernice Morris.  When she was three, her father took a job with the Federal Home Loan Bank, and the family moved to Arlington, Virginia.  Judith’s three younger siblings were Bill, Tom, and Beth. 


Judith’s keen intellect was recognized at an early age as at fifteen she was awarded a grant that enabled her to attend Goucher College in Maryland, where she studied German and Economics.  At age seventeen she spent a year living with a family in Germany under the Experiment in International Living program and continued to keep in contact with this family for many years.  During her student days she became interested in politics and, as the official delegate for the Goucher Students for (Adlai) Stevenson, she attended the convention in Chicago. 


In 1957, Judith married Herbert Weast, who was a labor attaché in the Foreign Service.  They lived in Lagos, Nigeria (where her son Tom was born) and then in San Salvador, El Salvador (where her daughter Toni was born).  The couple were expected to host many dignitaries of state and Judith managed the busy household.  Her experiences with these different societies led to a lifelong interest in and concern for issues of social justice and equality. 


After five years, that marriage ended and Judith returned from El Salvador as a single mother.  To continue with her studies towards a doctorate, she attended Columbia University during the summer, and also studied at the University of Kansas, where she met the philosopher and author, Howard Kahane, whom she married in 1968.  Judith then taught philosophy for many years at Central Connecticut State College, with a variety of subjects related to Ethics.  Her daughter remembers being in fourth grade and attending one of her mother’s classes where a transgendered man, who had one of the first sex change operations, had been invited to speak.  Her daughter also notes, “My mother was an advanced thinker for her time.”


Judith and Howard were divorced in 1972, and in the following year she married John Sinnock, a math professor at CCSC. John was a widower with three sons, and this marriage was to last for eleven years.  Judith received her Ph.D. in philosophy from Columbia University and published a book titled Immanuel Kant’s theory of moral responsibility.  She went on to become a visiting faculty fellow at Yale, developed a course on medical ethics, and reached out to advocate for those afflicted with AIDS.  During the time she lived in Connecticut, Judith became a member of Hartford Meeting. 


Judith gave her children the education of an activist’s life, sharing with them her activities to support civil rights, to oppose war, to raise awareness for hunger in the world, to speak out for equality, and to have a garden. 


In the 1980s Judith became interested in the sanctuary movement, met Jim and Pat Corbett, and helped many Central American refugees to cross the border from Mexico.  She took into her home for several months a Guatemalan family who were seeking refuge.  


Judith moved from Connecticut to Arizona in 1992, living first in Tucson and then joining the Cascabel community and Saguaro-Juniper Corporation east of Tucson along the San Pedro River, where she built a straw bale home, in which the Cascabel Worship Group sometimes held their meetings for worship.  In 1993 she transferred her membership from Hartford to Pima Monthly Meeting.  She served on several committees for Pima, including the Committee for Clearness for Membership and Marriage and the Committee for Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Concerns, and Friends remember her dedication to this service.  At that time, Pima Meeting was struggling to define what “inclusiveness” meant to the Meeting community, and Judith’s depth of discernment in these issues brought richness to the Meeting.  In her Cascabel community, she participated in a study group series of “Meetings for Reading” at which others much appreciated her insights.


Sadly, despite her extraordinarily sharp intellect, Judith eventually lost those abilities of thought and connection as she was overtaken by Alzheimer’s disease, which had also afflicted two of her grandparents.  Judith is survived by her son, Thomas Estes Weast of California; her daughter, Antonie (Toni) Elaine Weast  Genovesi of Massachusetts; four grandchildren, Brian, Elizabeth, and James Genovesi, and Rachel Weast; two brothers, James William McBride, Jr. and Thomas Edward McBride, both of Kansas; and a sister, Elizabeth Elaine McBride of Colorado.   


After her death in Tucson on August 24, 2014, a Memorial Meeting for Judith McBride was held by the Cascabel Worship Group in that community, giving friends an opportunity to share their memories of and admiration for a woman of great intelligence and compassion.  

Attachment # 12
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Attachment # 13

2015 Report of IMYM Representatives to Friends General Conference

Dear IMYM Friends,

Greetings from your three active representatives to Friends General Conference (FGC). Among the three of us, we are cumulatively serving with FGC in the following ways:

· Central Committee (FGC’s governing body, composed largely of Yearly Meeting representatives)

· Executive Committee (the smaller governing body that conducts business in between Central Committee sessions)

· Committee for Discernment, Planning and Priorities

· FGC Nominating Committee

· Clerk of Development Committee

· QuakerQuest Travel Team

· Participation in the Spiritual Deepening Consultation

Our service with FGC continues to bring us immense joy and fulfillment. It is greatly rewarding to be connected with Friends from around the United States and Canada working together to carry out programs and services to nurture the Religious Society of Friends.

FGC continues to transform itself as an organization to better fulfill the vision, mission, and goals discerned over the last several years. One of the exciting fruits of this process is that a new Spiritual Deepening program is being piloted in several Meetings around the U.S. and Canada. FGC is also studying the feasibility of launching a capital campaign to raise money to create a permanent endowment, initiate the Spiritual Deepening program, and fund the organization’s best-loved programs.

The 2015 FGC Annual Gathering of Friends will take place at Western Carolina University, July 5-11. It’s theme: Seeking Wholeness. We hope many of you are going!

Your FGC representatives would love to talk with you further about our work and answer questions you may have about FGC, and its programs and services. We would also like to know what FGC programs and services you or your Meeting use or are interested in using. We would also like to seek Friends’ guidance in building a stronger relationship with FGC and being ever more effective representatives. As such, we invite Friends to consider the following queries: 

· How would you like us to represent IMYM at FGC Central Committee in October?

· What concerns would you like us to carry?

· What would you like us to communicate back to IMYM?

In closing, we express our deepest gratitude to you all for supporting our service. IMYM provides substantial financial support to fund some of our travel and participation in the myriad of FGC committees on which we serve. We hope IMYM will continue this level of support and even consider increasing it so that in future years any IMYM Friend called to serve with FGC will be able to regardless of their own financial status. Finally, IMYM will need new representatives to FGC in the next few years, so if you feel a leading toward serving our Yearly Meeting in this capacity, please come talk with us to learn more.

For a brief rundown of more of FGC’s current work, please see the letter from Frank Barch, FGC’s presiding clerk, which is posted on IMYM’s website.

Yours in deepest respect, gratitude and service,

Andrew Banks


Martha Roberts

David Nachman

Attachment # 14

AFSC 2015 Corporation Meeting Report for IMYM

Offered by Anna Darrah  6/08/15

The American Friends Service Committee Corporate Meeting convened in the middle of another intense Philadelphia snowstorm, cancelling all Thursday events and effectively beginning the meeting on Friday morning March 6th.  Though we missed out on Thursday night’s program, Radical Hospitality; the New Sanctuary Movement as Religious Expression by Juan Carlos Ruiz, the group who found their way through the snow was glad to gather in the old Cherry Street meeting house Friday morning to begin the event with a welcoming meeting for business.

The newly appointed clerk, Phil Lord, conducted a Quaker role call, asking all to stand from each yearly meeting, giving us a glimpse of an impressive representation of meetings, but lower than expected numbers due to the snow. New corporation members were approved or affirmed and some revisions of By-Laws were discussed.  The meeting ended with a report by Doug Bennett of the Friends Relations Committee, telling us of their good work to guide the content of the Corporation Meeting as well as building stronger relationships between the Corporation and Monthly and Yearly Meetings, throughout the year. 

Our lunch break was a training session on small group Justice Ministry, the Meeting-Church Liason, where we were asked to remember a time when our commitment to something created real change.  We told stories and learned how small group ministry works as an effective way to pull like-minded Friends with a shared interest into activism.

After Meeting for Business, we broke into worship sharing groups, focusing on a list of queries about immigration.  After a quick break, everyone rushed to find the workshop they chose for the afternoon. The workshops were all facilitated by AFSC staff members from different areas around the US and the world.  Our workshop options were: Global Shared Security, Organizing for Justice in Israel-Palestine, Working to end Mass Incarceration, and Working for Immigrant Justice. Knowing we had one more opportunity the next day to attend a different workshop allowed us to choose two out of four possible options over the weekend. It was a privilege to get a feel for the conversations the staff are having out in the world as they do the work of AFSC.

That evening, we were entertained and enthralled by 67 Suenos, a program out of Los Angeles that encourages immigrant teens to find their voices.  Three students engaged us with spoken word and passionate storytelling about their experiences living undocumented in the US.  Program director Pablo Paredes inspired us with his vision and caring for these eloquent teens. They brought three colorful, long, framed murals, which were miniatures of actual murals they had painted together, that had been photographed and printed. They sat, for sale, on a table behind them, helping, along with slides, to illustrate the evening, which turned out to be a rousing and fun event. 

The next morning began with a programmed meeting for worship, led with a personal journey of reconciliation by David Jaimes, a Quaker minister originally from Peru, who now lives in Texas.  This led seamlessly into our next Meeting for Business, which included a final By-Laws discussion, reports from the Standing Nominating Committee, the Treasurer, and the Clerk.  Phil Lord then led an open discussion of ways that we might strengthen the AFSC. Many creative ideas were expressed, including a suggestion that we pass a hat to collect the funds to purchase the mural photographs that 67 Suenos had brought with them, so that they might permanently adorn the AFSC offices.  The hat was passed, the funds were gathered and the paintings are now a permanent part of the AFSC art collection.

We moved on to another working lunch, looking at spirit-led action, then on to worship sharing followed by workshops where we chose our second choice from the list of four, learning more about AFSC’s involvement in specific communities and leaving with lots of good materials for further research.  We ended our time together with a final unprogrammed meeting for worship, hearing messages as the spirit led people to share about their experiences.  It was an incredibly rich two days, handling the business of AFSC while simultaneously educating ourselves on the AFSC programs and becoming inspired by the connection we each feel as we tuned into our own spiritual leadings.  Next year’s Corporate Meeting can’t come too soon.

Attachment 15
FGC Central Committee Report

TO: Members of Central Committee
FROM: Frank Barch, Presiding Clerk

Fifth Month, 19th Day, 2015

Dear Friends, 

Friends General Conference has been very busy since we gathered together for the Central Committee meeting last October. You have already received the Minutes from the Winter Executive Committee meeting as well as the Spring meeting, and of course, the Minutes from our Central Committee meeting.

Recognizing that this is the time of Yearly Meeting sessions, you might find it helpful to have a brief summary of some of FGC's work since we last met. This may be particularly useful for Yearly Meeting representatives to FGC. These vital members of Central Committee carry the responsibility of facilitating good communication between their Yearly Meeting and Friends General Conference. Indeed, if you are a representative, hopefully you will find an opportunity to provide a report to your Yearly Meeting about the work of Friends General Conference, as well as soliciting feedback about your Yearly Meeting’s needs and desires for FGC.

Barry Crossno, in a General Secretary’s report noted:

“The opportunity to reach out to seekers is enormously exciting. The power of online communication means that we can reach out on a scale far larger than we have envisioned in the past. At the same time, we as an organization are stretched very thin…we need to think carefully through what it is that we do really well. We need to discern where we are led as a body and follow that leading, even if it means laying down some things we are accustomed to doing.”
The QuakerCloud:
FGC has built an online service with a toolkit that supports a meeting’s website needs. This allows meetings to focus on building a strong and faithful spiritual community, instead of website administrative challenges. 

The Quaker Cloud has three basic components:

1 A website for each meeting that is easy to build and maintain.

2 A Minute manager that allows the meeting to archive its Minutes. These documents can be then be circulated within the meeting, searched, or shared with the wider Friends community and beyond.

3 A meeting directory, where meeting members can maintain their own information. A current directory for the meeting can be easily printed with a few clicks.

Over 100 meetings are now using the QuakerCloud. We would love for FGC’s QuakerCloud to support many more; information about the using the QuakerCloud is easily found on the FGC website.

The Committee for Nurturing Ministries (CNM) is vigorous with more than 40 aspects of ministry under its care. Attention to combating the “-isms” (racism, sexism, age-ism, hetero-normism, etc.) continues to be a calling.

1. Spiritual Deepening Program: In support of FGC’s Priorities of Focus (Deep Worship, Loving Community and Outreach), CNM is under the weight of creating a Spiritual Deepening Program (SDP) that is now in a pilot phase. Drawing from the Spiritual Deepening Fact Sheet: 

· What is the Spiritual Deepening Program? 
i. The Spiritual Deepening Program (SDP) is designed to allow seekers, individual Friends and meetings explore how Quaker spiritual practice can transform lives and take them deeper in the life of the Spirit. The content will bring together best practices and materials from a broad range of Friends for use by Friends of all ages and stages. The content is organized into a series of pathways, which move participants deeper into Quaker faith and practice. 
1. Who is it for?
i. It serves those who are new to Quaker ways by presenting pathways important to the personal and communal spiritual journey. It serves those Friends who are no longer new by providing additional content and encouragement to continue their travel on the Quaker journey. It serves meetings by providing opportunities for deepening community.
2. The New Meetings Project (NMP) is creating a manual on mentoring teams and how they differ from FGC’s Traveling Ministries Program (TMP) or yearly meeting visitation programs, as well as a second booklet about the NMP itself for sharing with folks inquiring about starting a new meeting or with yearly meetings and associations. 

A mentoring Retreat was held May 8-11 at Pendle Hill 

Video trainings for new meetings are being created with likely topics such as “clerking” (aka: Quaker decision making) and “mission/vision statements” (aka: Who are we? What canst thou say?) 

Inquiries continue about starting a new group, six recent ones included two from Canada. A new group is starting in St. George, Utah (near the Four Corners). 

The NMP is already helping 18 groups. 

3. QuakerQuest: As one way to continue the work of development in our meetings that began through QuakerQuest, even as the formal program winds down, there was a very successful regional pilot of the Growing our Meetings workshop held in March. 

4. Faith and Play: Trainings have occurred for Friends in Philadelphia and New York Yearly Meetings, and Godly Play workshops have been held in Cuba and Mexico. Translation of the materials into Spanish was accomplished in collaboration with New England Yearly Meeting and FWCC Section of the Americas. 

5. Inclusive Language: Written materials have been created to help meetings promote the presence of a wide range of attenders and to welcome people into the fellowship of the meeting who may appear different from the mainstream of the meeting. The posters and advices should be available for distribution at this summer’s Gathering. 

6. White Privilege Conference (WPC): WPC 17 will take place in the Philadelphia area next year. Preparations are under the care of a consortium that includes FGC, New York Yearly Meeting, Friends Council on Education, American Friends Service Committee and Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. 

Support for Friends to attend WPC 16 this year in Louisville, Ky. was once again seen as valuable. At least 104 Friends from 18 YMs registered through FGC to attend, including a group of Haverford College students.

7. Gathering for Friends of Color and Their Families: This will occur November 6th-8th, 2015 in Clarkson, Michigan (near Detroit). 

8. The Bayard Rustin Fund: A financial gift has seeded this new fund to provide support for People of Color to travel to the FGC summer gathering. 

QuakerBooks of FGC has been a long time service of particular value to smaller meetings and isolated Friends. Sales have fallen from $450,000 in 2007 to $150,000 in 2014, and continue to decline this year. The reasons are many, but this sales decline required a “Bookstore” subsidy of more than $100,000 from FGC's funds in 2014. As this is not sustainable, FGC has responded. FGC’s QuakerPress titles are now available as downloadable e-books. QuakerBooks of FGC is in a six month experiment with Pendle Hill as “QuakerBooks of FGC at Pendle Hill” to capitalize on “foot traffic sales” as well as on-line sales. The future will depend upon Friends’ and seekers’ utilization of this service! Reports on benchmark achievements for the “Bookstore” will be shared at Executive and Central Committee meetings.

Financial Considerations: Friends General Conference currently funds a third of our total budget by means of investment gains, new gifts to restricted and designated funds, and drawdowns from such funds. In order to continue FGC’s many services and programs, a Feasibility Study is underway to offer guidance on a possible future fundraising campaign. To support the ongoing evolution of FGC’s services, an Evaluations Working Group is in discernment over how FGC can better identify the impact and value of its services so as to enhance efficiency and effectiveness.

FGC Summer Gathering: this year’s Gathering in North Carolina is well subscribed; the more than 1200 registrants to date exceed the anticipated attendance! Next year the Gathering will be in St. Joseph, Minnesota. Many of you may be able to experience the joy of attending these and future Gatherings. Your clerk’s life was changed by the Gathering experience. Yours may be too!

Seeking the Light,

Frank Barch, 

Presiding Clerk, Central Committee

Friends General Conference 
Attachment 16

FCNL Report to Yearly Meetings
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Attachment #17
Epistle from AFSC 2015 Corporation Meeting
 Acting in Faith : Connecting Friends to the work of AFSC
To Friends Everywhere: Epistle from AFSC 2015 Corporation Meeting
By: Greg Elliott Published: March 12, 2015 Topics:
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Photo: AFSC
Despite the cancellation of Thursday night's program due to heavy snow, approximately 100 Friends attended the annual Corporation Meeting of AFSC this past weekend in Center City Philadelphia. Our short time together was filled with powerful workshops, engaging presentations, fruitful business sessions, and many exciting conversations.
Thank you to all the AFSC Corporation members, staff, presenters, volunteers, and Friends Center staff who braved the weather and made this an inspiring and valuable experience for all. See you next year! – GE
Epistle from American Friends Service Committee 2015 Corporation Meeting Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

5-7 March 2015

To Friends Everywhere:
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Friends from around the world traveled through a blizzard to gather for the annual meeting of the American Friends Service Committee Corporation, a governing body of the AFSC, at Friends Center in Philadelphia. Blizzard conditions forced the cancelation of the scheduled opening session, though groups of Friends gathered informally to share experiences, concerns, and hopes for the work of AFSC.

Orientation for new members of the Corporation over breakfast included a description by Friends Relations Clerk Doug Bennett of the origins of the Corporation, with representatives appointed by Yearly Meetings, as a vehicle to ground the service work of AFSC in the faith and practice of Friends and to keep Friends connected with the work and communities served by AFSC’s  programs.
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General Secretary Shan Cretin noted that while AFSC was formed to provide alternatives to military service, AFSC has never been a substitute for individual witness. She described two themes identified in recent strategic

plans: engaging youth in spiritually grounded work for social change in their communities; and changing the narrative about war and violence.

[image: image15.jpg]


Clerk Phil Lord opened our Meeting for Business with worship, reminding us of that all our work is carried out as worship, seeking guidance of Spirit. Shan Cretin, General Secretary, noted that the theme of each year’s Corporation Meeting is intended to highlight and lift up an aspect of AFSC’s work. This year’s theme was “Radical Hospitality: Working for Immigrant Justice.” The General Secretary acknowledged that not all Friends are clear that Friends are called to this work and reminded us with powerful illustrations that speaking truth to power is most effective when the truth is spoken kindly.
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Friends Relation Committee Clerk Doug Bennett described volunteer opportunities for Friends within and partnering with AFSC, including service on governance committees, volunteer work for AFSC programs, and the emerging Quaker activist/partner role. This new model of engagement works toward beloved community through accompanying and partnering with others.  An AFSC “track” at the 2014

FGC Gathering included 5 workshops, afternoon activities, and the closing plenary, leading to a network of Friends working to end mass incarceration.
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Afternoon workshops with AFSC staff showcased some of AFSC’s programs including “Shared Security,” “Mass Incarceration,” and “Immigrant Justice.”  The workshop “Palestinian Fragmentation and Movers” brought three young Palestinian women to describe the pervasive corrosive effects of fragmenting and isolating populations of Palestinians. Even members of a single family may be assigned to different areas making it technically illegal for them to meet as a family. Travel between or out of tightly controlled areas is at best difficult and often impossible. Friends were urged to support Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) as a means of promoting meaningful change and human rights. One of the Palestinian youth, who is from Gaza, described AFSC’s work as unique in the region. She told us that while other organizations provide specific kinds of humanitarian assistance, she was happily surprised that AFSC is willing to talk about those things that matter most to her and other Palestinians. AFSC is the “one organization that cares for my dreams and aspirations and supports communication with my history and my land.”
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Speakers at the evening plenary session “this moment in the immigrant rights movement” described the current work of AFSC as continuous with a decades-long struggle for immigrant rights. Staff from the San Diego and Denver offices of AFSC are working with immigrants to challenge arbitrary and inhumane treatment and assert the rights of immigrants. Staff and young people in the program “67

Sueños” brought some of the energy and passion of their work to the gathering. Immigrant youth brilliantly expressed their experiences in poetry using bilingual spoken word and visual art including large murals. We heard their stories of struggle against poverty, family separations, violence, and indifferent or hostile officials. We heard the importance of listening to their authentic voices to change the narrative and change the culture.
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Honoring the value of the work of these young people, AFSC Corporation members were spontaneously moved to raise funds to purchase artwork from the 67 Sueños program that will remain at the AFSC offices in Friends Center.

David Jaimes, Pastor of Student Ministries at Friendswood Friends Church near Houston, Texas led opening worship Saturday morning. He feels called to the ministry of reconciliation and reminded us of the Biblical injunction to care for “the least of these” and provide hospitality.
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The second session of the Meeting for Business featured a description of Courageous Acts, AFSC’s capital campaign to fund the next century of AFSC’s work. Among other things, this campaign will increase endowment to allow funding of internships and fellowships for the next generation of activists.

As we near our 100th anniversary in 2017, American Friends Service Committee invites your voice and partnership in our work for beloved community.
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Phil Lord

Clerk, the Board of AFSC
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Shan Cretin General Secretary

(The Corporation approved this epistle, with one Friend expressing the need to stand aside. All photos taken by AFSC's Don Davis.)
About the Author
Greg Elliott
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Greg serves as the Friends Relations Associate for AFSC in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Born and raised in rural Northeastern Pennsylvania, Greg grew up attending North Branch Friends Meeting at the Curtis family farm in the Poconos. Over the last ten years, he has facilitated numerous workshops for activists and Friends on a variety of topics, including anti-oppression activism, empire, and the "Inquirer's Weekend" at Pendle Hill with Trayce Peterson.

Greg currently lives in the Germantown neighborhood of Philadelphia and attends Greene Street Friends Meeting.

Attachment #18
Annual Report of DouglaPrieta Works to Intermountain Yearly Meeting 2015

Date: February 2, 2015

In this, the ninth year since its inception, DouglaPrieta Works could be described as a sturdy young burro almost able to carry its weight.

 José Ramirez, co-founder, describes its beginnings as a baby octopus with too many legs.  

 Marybeth Webster, José’s co-parent, says DPW was the overambitious dream of idealists without the resources to even attempt to mitigate poverty among the Mexican poor. Only with the help of Friends and friends, does DPW claim viability.  By organizing a co-operative, self-governing non-profit centered on a community garden and skill-building projects and with the faithful financial, in-kind, and volunteer support of Western Friends, does DPW survive, even thrive.

Today, DPW has a working Community Center which hosts and feeds over 25 groups a year who tour the Border , a Permaculture garden and urban agriculture school with 34 current students and 8 home gardens, a self-supporting sewing cooperative of 8 to 10 women, and classes in English and woodworking with 3 to 8 students each per week.

 The future visions:

1.      Raise $5-7000 a year to pay salaries and office expenses until the group can continue to move toward self-sufficiency.

2.      Complete the community Center wiring, plaster inside and out, finish ceiling and insulation.  (The working kitchen and bath are plumbed and tiled with new fixtures. Lunches and classes are comfortably accommodated.  All windows and doors have safety bars.)

3.      Make the chickens and rabbits self-sustaining projects with women in charge of each.

4.      Involve more women in running the entire program.

 In January when José came to Agua Prieta to celebrate his grandson's fifth birthday, he said with his sweet smile: “We did the best we could, for good or ill, and the future remains to be seen.”

 Marybeth's final message to IMYM: The young burro is willing.  If it is given loads that fit its strength, it will, with kind and focused training carry the project as far as it can.  Hundreds of people have been touched and helped over the 9 years.  I foresee a time when DouglaPrieta Works will be self-sufficient, mutually supportive, and able to carry on.  The strong hard-working Board of Directors requests that you provide a Quaker presence to replace Marybeth who is moving to Oregon to retire.  Without your moral and financial support, DPW might easily have died along the trail of exhaustion from attempting too much.  We believe that the discernment of what is doable and the gradual dispersing of leadership responsibilities is our Way now.  We invite your continued wisdom and participation.

 Respectfully submitted, 
Marybeth Webster, Cochise Worship Group, McNeal, AZ

Attachment #19
Memorial Minute for David Edward Wunker (Santa Fe Monthly Meeting)
David Edward Wunker, born on February 5, 1953, in Cincinnati, Ohio, and died July 2, 2014 in Santa Fe, NM.  A graduate of Earlham and attender at Santa Fe Monthly Meeting, Dave was a seeker and adventurer all his life.

Dave spent the first ten years of his life on 100 acres of farm, lake, and woodlands in southwestern Ohio.  He loved exploring and being in nature – a passion that remained with him for the rest of his life, along with his passion for reading and learning.  When Dave was ten, his family moved to Albuquerque, NM.  The sudden move from the woods of Ohio to the hot, dry environment of New Mexico at first stymied Dave, but he spent a lot of his free time outdoors and became familiar with the trails of the Sandia Mountains.  He graduated from Sandia High School in three years in 1970.

As a young adult he became involved in a Christian church and worked during the summer with two other church friends.   The suicide of one of these friends shook his faith to the core.  He spent subsequent decades exploring a wide variety of different spiritual paths:  Tibetan Buddhism, Vipassana Buddhism; the teachings of Paramahansa Yogananda (Self-Realization Fellowship); the Quaker faith; and many Christian churches.  However, he never firmly embraced any of these paths, until the last months of his life when he found himself once again embracing the Christianity of his youth.

Dave was full of curiosity and immersed himself in many fields of study.  He received a Bachelor of Arts degree in geography and history from the University of New Mexico in 1977, a masters in geography from Rutgers University in 1979, a Master of Arts in counseling from UNM in 1992, and a Masters in Divinity from Earlham School of Religion in 2011.  He also received certifications in many fields, e.g., CPR, Wilderness First Responder, Certified Interpretive Guide, Wind Turbine Technician, Commercial Trucker, and Master Gardener. 

Dave’s ever-questing spirit brought him into many career paths, including construction, office administration, properties caretaking, counseling, working for the National Park Service and the US Forest Service, analyzing astronomical data for the Very Large Array near Socorro, NM and working as an air quality specialist for the New Mexico Environment Department. 

Dave was an avid mountaineer and hiker.  Over his lifetime, he climbed all of the 69 “fourteeners” in the contiguous United States; Denali (also called Mt. McKinley) in Alaska; three mountains in Mexico over 17,000 feet; and Mt. Aconcagua (22,800 ft.) in Argentina, the highest  mountain in the Americas.  He loved Long’s Peak in Colorado and climbed it several times.

Dave’s connection with Santa Fe Friends Meeting deepened in 2012 and 2013, when he became Resident Friend and Caretaker.  Many of the brick paths, the plantings in the garden, and structural improvements both within the building and on the property bear testimony to his careful and skilled work.  During this period he also served as recording clerk for the meeting.

Although he had several eye surgeries over the past year and a half, he seemed to be in great overall health in the months before his death.  Thus, it was a shock when Dave passed away in his sleep on July 2, 2014, in Santa Fe, NM. 

Dave was predeceased by his parents, Remmert and Helen (Vogel) Wunker of Mason, Ohio; his sister, Lois Wunker Class; and his brother, Daniel R. Wunker.   Dave is survived by his sister, E. Susanna Wunker Keller and his brother-in-law James A. Keller of Aurora, Colorado; a sister-in-law, Nancy J. Wunker, of Barstow, California; and numerous nieces and nephews in New Mexico, Colorado, and elsewhere.   He will be missed by the many friends and acquaintances who knew and valued Dave’s thoughtfulness, intelligence, and quiet kindness.   

Attachment #20
Memorial Minute for Helen Corneli (Santa Fe Monthly Meeting)

Helen Corneli, aged 87, died peacefully on May 9, 2014 in Salt Lake City after a brief cascade of illness and injury. She was preceded in death by her husband, Clifford M. (Kip) Corneli, who died in 2009.

Helen was born on June 9, 1926 in Almora, India to a missionary family who were members of The Disciples of Christ Church. She grew up in India and, after graduating from The Woodstock Missionary School in Uttar Pradesh, tutored young maharajahs in English. During WWll, she returned to the United States in a convoy. Little did she know as she was steaming into Boston Harbor, that the man who was to become her husband was shipping out on a troop transport. 

After her return to the US, Helen earned a BA in English and History in 1948 from Washington University in St. Louis. It was there that she met her husband, Kip. After graduating from Washington U, she and Kip married and Helen continued her education, receiving a Master’s Degree in English in 1950 from the University of Illinois, where they lived for two years in a 6 x 12-foot trailer. After a treasured year in Paris, they came home to start a family. Their two sons were born in St. Louis, MO and their daughter in Madison, WI.

Helen began her teaching career in 1962 as a professor of English at the University of Wisconsin, Steven’s Point. She continued to teach for almost 30 years, obtaining her PhD in Education along the way in 1973. From the time her children were small, she modeled an amazing combination of "mom," "working mom," and "professional", relishing every aspect of her very full life. 

For years, she drove 30 miles each way to her classes, taught all day, and then came home and cooked dinner –complete with dessert for the children and Kip! Then back to work, grading papers from her Freshman English students. On weekends, the whole family pitched in doing chores around the farm and, at the lunchtime break, Helen regaled the children with stories of her childhood in India, sending them into fits of laughter over her “adventures”, helping to make the long workdays fun.

Towards the end of her academic career, as the Director of International Programs at UWSP, Helen helped a generation of UWSP students study abroad. In this capacity she brought three of her favorite  objectives together; forging connections with people around the globe, educating youth as a way to foster understanding and  peace, and seeing as much of the world as possible. 

While teaching at UWSP, Helen and Kip were introduced to Quaker Meeting for Worship. After an unsatisfying experience at a church in Stevens Point, Helen began looking for a spiritual alternative. She and Kip were introduced to  Madison Friend’s Meeting by a colleague and were immediately drawn to the silence, the being led to speak, the non-dogmatic approach, the notion that there was "that of God in every person",  the fact that there was not a doctrinaire pastor telling them what to think, and  the strong sense of social activism. 

She was, her son, Howard, recalled, well aware of and interested in Quaker history all her life and had told her children stories about George Fox, William Penn and Quaker abolitionists. Finally finding the spiritual sustenance she sought in Quaker Meeting for Worship was the icing on the cake. 

Continuing to stay on top of Quaker history, she was fond of noting in the 60s that Richard Nixon was said to come from Quaker stock, but if so, "George Fox would be rolling over in his grave."

In 1991, Helen retired and she and Kip moved to Santa Fe, New Mexico, while continuing to travel across the US and around the world. During that time, Helen wrote “Mice in the Freezer, Owls on the Porch”, a biography of the naturalists Frederick and Frances Hamerstrom who had been her friends and neighbors. The book was published in 2002 and won a Best University Press Books Citation in 2003. 

Helen was a vibrant member of the Santa Fe Monthly Meeting of Friends and served the Meeting in various capacities. She and her husband, Kip, agreed to be co-clerks shortly after coming to Santa Fe. They went to a FGC clerking workshop as soon as they could so they could do it well. She was on the gardening committee and was a founding member, along with her husband, of the Santa Fe chapter of Veterans for Peace. She was an active correspondent on the Iraq war and sent many letters to Congressmen and Senators from New Mexico as well as to the local newspaper.

Her hospitality was wonderful.  Many Meeting members have fond memories of gatherings at the Corneli's round dining table, eating wonderful Indian food and talking for hours.  Helen and Kip hosted many committee meetings and clearness committees.  Guests of Meeting, Meeting members and lots of others who needed housing for a while stayed in their guest room.  One member remembers Helen’s generosity as she traveled across the country to offer bedside support and care after the member’s surgery.  

Helen loved to devour good books, cook delicious meals, and keep a beautiful garden, but she was never truly happy unless she was doing some good in the world. She was an avid student of social justice.  It seemed to her children that she knew which newspaper was the “liberal” one in every city she lived in and that was the one she brought home to read.

She researched and would indignantly explain every injustice in world history, from the enclosures of the commons, starting in the 13th century ( “'to raise sheep, can you imagine?” she would say) through the Dreyfus affair, the Pullman strike, and so on down to the details of the nurses’ grievances in Santa Fe hospitals. She knew about many of the heroes and especially heroines of social progress, and could explain the plot and literary significance of many progressive books or writers. 

Helen was an accomplished person: highly educated, a college professor, a world traveler, author, organizer, leader and activist. She was also a remarkable person because of her capacity to love. Love was at the core of her very existence and she offered it generously to all. We can truly celebrate with Helen, the passage of a wonderful and amazing life, one that left a great legacy for her children, her family and her friends.

Helen is survived by her children Howard, Salt Lake City, UT, Steven, Pennington, NJ, Miriam, Kathmandu, Nepal and Danelle, Saratoga, CA and by her sisters Win Griffen, Pasadena, CA and Pat Sheafor, Frankfort, MI, her eight grandchildren, and a new great-grandson.

Attachment #21
Epistle of Europe and Middle East Young Friends (EMEYF) Spring Gathering 2014 (Macedonia) 

“Go with the flow. There is a different sense of time in Macedonia.”
From the 12th of April to the 19th of April 2014 we came together in Lagadin, Macedonia, for our Spring Gathering.The decision to go to Macedonia was a bit scary and the organizing committee faced many challenges to make this gathering happen. We were not aware of any Quakers here and none of us had ever been to the country before. But we managed.
Since we are all strangers in Macedonia, we were all put in the same position from where we then started to explore.
This gathering felt active, buzzing. We overcame our worries of going to an unknown country and not being able to plan every detail. Sometimes it was difficult to pinpoint what was happening, but we could sense that a lot was going on.
Some of us came to the gathering feeling we must overcome borders and tear them down. Then we worked on our theme „Borders within and without“ in workshops and discovered other aspects. Borders keep us together. We have them for structure, but must remember that they need to be permeable. Impassable borders tear and keep communities apart.
Misha from Georgia could not get a visa to come to Spring Gathering. This felt very significant to our gathering. It even was eyeopening for some of us, because many young Friends never experienced an impassable border.
After Annual Meeting in November, EMEYF was without a clerk. This was difficult, especially for the members of the Communications Committee. To our surprise, this situation led to a very different experience in meeting for worship for business and in the end resulted in a very high engagement of the whole group into the process. We have faith that what needs to be done will be done. Three Friends volunteered to record minutes during our business meetings and they were surprised they could actually do it.
Next Spring Gathering will be held in Georgia. Georgian Friends have been prevented from participating in our community for many years. We are glad to accept their invitation to get to know them and their country.
Our youngest participant was Peter, who turned one at our gathering. We appreciated sharing our time with him. We held him close and entertained him with music. This way we also got to experience this Spring Gathering through his eyes. We sincerely hope to meet Peter again next year to celebrate his second birthday with him!
We move forward in hope and live adventurously.
Attachment #22
Report from Peace and Service Committee
Intermountain Yearly Meeting of Friends

Report to the Annual Gathering at Ghost Ranch, 6/7-6/14/2015

The Peace and Service Committee was established when Intermountain Yearly Meeting transitioned to its new structure at the rise of the 2013 annual gathering. Because this is still a new committee of Intermountain Yearly Meeting, Friends may appreciate a reminder of the role of the Peace and Service Committee: 

The primary purpose of this committee is to facilitate communication and networking among Meetings, Worship Groups, and other Friends regarding peace and service issues. As opportunities arise, they will help coordinate actions among meetings. They are the committee that can be asked by IMYM business meeting to sift and season concerns relevant to peace and service that may arise in session or in Representatives Committee and report back. At the present time, this committee is not established to oversee any peace and service projects but is to encourage local friends in their endeavors.

From the description approved by the Procedures Committee, 4/28/2013

The Committee’s current members are Jamie Newton of Gila Monthly Meeting (Clerk), David Henkel of Santa Fe Monthly Meeting representing New Mexico Regional Meeting, Gretchen Reinhardt of Tempe Meeting representing Arizona Half Yearly Meeting, and Scott Cowan of Salt Lake City Meeting as liaison to Utah Friends Fellowship. A few months after Bill Durland of Colorado Springs Monthly Meeting was appointed as the representative of Colorado Regional Meeting early in 2014, Bill found that his hearing did not permit participation in conference call meetings and he was reluctantly released from Committee service. The Committee feels keenly our lack of a representative from Colorado Regional Meeting, where Friends are doing important work in the areas of peace and service. We hope that this gap in our membership will soon be filled. Although Scott Cowan functions as a Committee member, he is termed a “liaison” because Utah Friends Fellowship has been unable to appoint Friends to positions in IMYM. The Peace and Service Committee will continue to work with Friends in the four regional meetings to complete the Committee’s roster of representative members.

Beginning with its first meeting in January, 2014, the Peace and Service Committee has held 17 conference call meetings and one in-person meeting (at the 2014 annual gathering). Recognizing that we are expected to rely on information technology to hold our meetings and conduct our work with Friends throughout IMYM, the Committee has successfully explored cost-free options for hosting conference calls, co-editing documents, and making information available to Friends. We are currently gaining familiarity with the tools available in our space on the IMYM website, and we hope that our experience will help the Web Clerks guide other Friends who can benefit from the features of IMYM’s recently modernized website. The Committee has established and is refining lists of contact people in each of the monthly meetings and worship groups of IMYM, with whom we can maintain two-way communication to promote dialogue and cooperation on peace and service concerns and projects.

The Peace and Service Committee was active in the process of seasoning the proposed minute on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples that was brought to the 2014 annual gathering and approved in a revised form. We drafted a query on responses to the approved minute which was sent to monthly meetings by the Presiding Clerk. Attached to this report is a process minute approved by the Peace and Service Committee at our meeting of 6/1/2015 as a current expression of the Committee’s ongoing discernment of responses by monthly meetings to the 2014 IMYM minute. The minute and the collected responses are also attached to this report. 

We initiated the Peace and Service Resource Center in the Lower Pavilion at Ghost Ranch at the 2014 annual gathering, an innovation that was welcomed by Friends and which we expect to make a regular feature of IMYM’s annual gatherings. 

In response to a request from AFSC, the Peace and Service Committee organized a campaign to encourage meetings and individual Friends in IMYM to send letters to US and Laotian officials in December 2014, urging effective action to locate and free Sombath Somphone, a Laotian man who worked closely with AFSC staff for many years to improve conditions of life in Laos until he was abducted at a police checkpoint and disappeared. IMYM was the first in what AFSC hopes will be a series of yearly meetings generating letters of this sort in a steady flow for months. The materials we developed for this purpose were used by AFSC as part of outreach to involve other yearly meetings in the effort to free Sombath Somphone.

The Peace and Service Committee invites Friends from throughout IMYM to cooperate with us as we seek to foster dialogue and networking on concerns and projects in our area of responsibility. We are eager to support Friends’ efforts to live into the leadings that emerge as we pursue our spiritual journeys.

In Friendship,

Jamie Newton, Clerk 

Peace and Service Committee of Intermountain Yearly Meeting

List of Attachments:

· Process minute from Peace and Service Committee to IMYM annual gathering, 2015

·  Minute to Affirm the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, approved by IMYM in 2014

· Query to monthly meetings on the Minute to Affirm the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Process Minute 
on the 2014 IMYM Minute to Affirm the 
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)

Submitted to the Annual Gathering of IMYM, 6/7/2015 - 6/14/2015

by the Peace and Service Committee of Intermountain Yearly Meeting (IMYM)

BACKGROUND

IMYM’s 2014 Minute to Affirm the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) included several statements of commitment or action, and the Fall Queries called on meetings to reflect back on how this concern has moved within each meeting, whether manifested as a process of discernment or as individual or shared action(s).  As a yearly meeting we wish to hold ourselves accountable, to behave with integrity, to expect that our individual and corporate actions, over time, will match our words (and that our words reflect our intentions).  The IMYM Peace & Service Committee has sought to summarize the responses received to date with the intent of supporting the yearly meeting’s on-going journey related to this concern. 
 

PROCESS

While only a few meetings specifically described their process journey, it is clear that meetings are processing, discerning what this minute means, how it applies to them (or doesn’t).  In other words, we are exploring our condition
 as individuals and as meetings in relation to this concern.  We voiced that our first step is to grow in awareness by listening: to ourselves, to each other within our meetings, to indigenous peoples in our local communities, and in the communities that we are aware exist around us, but which still feel “foreign” to many of us and our sense of our own known or claimed community. There is a wide-spread sense that this work is important, deep and challenging, and yet this sense is paired with a questioning of the meaning of central concepts such as “right relationship,” “structures of privilege,” and “culture.”  Uncomfortable feelings arise as well: fear, guilt, and a generalized discomfort. Some meetings note the interconnections between their on-going service activities and the needs of local Native Americans and other historic groups, and are asking questions related to if or how they might be called to modify those existing activities which currently fully occupy their community’s service energies.  We recognize that at our root we are all human beings who share the need for community, but we also struggle to authentically extend our sense of community beyond what we know.

For some of us as individuals, we have been touched, we have an experience
 of Divine leading - perhaps from participating in the Roots of Injustice, Seeds of Change workshop, or perhaps due to our personal background, we notice that this work is not only important, but also is ours to do.  However, as a yearly meeting, at this time our strongest voice is one of intellectual engagement rather than of spiritual depth or clarity.  We ask “Are we clear on our purpose?  Are we trying to reaffirm ‘their beliefs?’  Are we looking for ways to ‘change them’ to look more ‘like us’? Do we want ‘them’ to educate ‘us’ … and about what?”  Some of us are aware that we feel “I should” be interested in this topic, but then notice that we are not.  We are unclear what our commitment is or what it should be.  We are left asking ourselves “where would I even start?”  And others look for clarity on our goal, on what kind of a “shift” we are looking for, noting that something like “giving land back” is not only hard to imagine, but is not even clearly a good idea (or may even be a very bad idea). We lack clarity (let alone unity). 

As Quakers, we seek to live in sacred covenant
 with the Divine.  Many meetings expressed a sense of appreciation for the discipline
 that the annual queries have supported within our monthly meetings, supporting us in our intention to listen together for our shared understanding of truth. It is only through the consistent practice of our discipline that we arrive at a sense of discernment
, a sense of leading that has been tested in community.  When discernment settles into a sense of clarity for action, others are often impacted by a sense of authority
 with which the action speaks.  Boulder’s Indigenous Peoples Concerns Committee’s work, particularly the “Roots of Injustice, Seeds of Change” workshop was reflected back by many meetings as impactful for individuals, and of service to whole meeting communities within IMYM.  A number of meetings spoke of other work they have been doing, and which they recognized as their meeting’s work (with immigration issues, homelessness, on-going projects with specific local communities, etc.).  Some meetings felt clear to provide material or financial assistance to specific programs while others feel a need to caution us to avoid giving financial or material gifts without also bringing our spiritual gifts and having the deeper understandings of community dynamics that grow out of meaningful connections to those communities.

The Intermountain Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quaker) united on the following minute during our annual gathering in June of 2014. Study of the issue began with workshops provided in 2012 and has continued throughout our four states for two years. 

Minute to Affirm the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
Friends who reside in the Inter-Mountain region of the United States are aware that we occupy lands that were recognized by treaties as the territories of many Indigenous Nations and then taken from them. Consciously or unconsciously, non-Indigenous people benefit from historical and ongoing injustices committed against the Native peoples of this land. This benefit comes at great human cost to all of us, indigenous and non-indigenous, in the loss of opportunities to grow in transformative understanding from other cultures. We commit ourselves to humble self-reflection, as individuals and as a community of faith, to align our actions with the practice of right relationship among all peoples. 

In order to build relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples founded in equity and justice, we affirm our support for implementing the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The Declaration was adopted by the U.N. General Assembly in 2007 and endorsed by President Obama in 2010. It affirms the right of Indigenous Peoples to exist as unique cultural groups and to exercise self-determination and self-government. It seeks to ensure that Indigenous Peoples collectively and individually enjoy all the human rights and fundamental freedoms recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and international human rights law. It establishes standards for equitable political, legal and social policies that can assist Indigenous Peoples in combating discrimination, marginalization, and oppression. 

Just as Quakers played a role in promoting passage of the U.N. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, we acknowledge that we must labor to implement it. We call on our government to make necessary changes in U.S. laws and policies so that rights of Native Americans, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians are fully supported, in conformity with the U.N. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. As Friends, we will endeavor to learn how we can support the rights of Indigenous Peoples and take conscious steps toward living in right relationship. 

For centuries, European policies, principles and legal constructs, grounded in the ethic of conquest and colonization, have been used to justify oppression of Indigenous Peoples throughout the world and denial of inalienable rights, both individual and in national and community existence. These justifications for conquest, occupation and exploitation have the common feature that they violate principles of international law which European peoples and settler states have claimed for themselves, widely accepted Christian teaching and our Quaker testimonies of equality, peace, integrity, community and stewardship. Throughout the centuries and even today, Indigenous Peoples attribute many forms of discrimination to these racist doctrines and their expression in contemporary law and policy. 

In solidarity with Indigenous Peoples and guided by the requests from representatives of leading Indigenous rights organizations, including, among others, the International Indian Treaty Council, the North American Indigenous Caucus, and the American Indian Law Alliance, and in concert with a growing number of religious organizations, Intermountain Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends utterly rejects any legal doctrine which accords less than full human and communal rights to any of the world's peoples or their members. We urge our governments at every level of our federal system and all of the world's states to review their laws, regulations, and policies impacting Indigenous Peoples and to repeal laws, regulations, and policies that reflect ethnocentric, feudal, and religious prejudices. We accept our own responsibility to work to change the economic, social, cultural and educational structures of privilege and injustice rooted in the historical regimes of discovery, occupation and colonization. We welcome the opportunity, in appropriate settings and to the extent freely offered by people themselves, for learning from each other about world views and cultural perspectives of Indigenous communities and persons. 

We ask our constituent monthly meetings and worship groups to each take at least one action during the next year to educate themselves about the history of colonization and its current effects in our country and area and/or to consult with Native Americans in their area to build relationships.
**************************************************************

Query on the Minute to Affirm the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, approved at the IMYM annual gathering of June 2014: 

PART 1:  How has your monthly meeting or worship group responded to the Minute to Affirm the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (approved at the 2014 annual gathering of Intermountain Yearly Meeting)? Please describe your meeting’s process of consideration and discernment, or your plans. 

PART 2: The 2014 IMYM Minute to Affirm the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples includes five statements of commitment to action. Have Friends in your monthly meeting or worship group found ways to manifest these commitments, individually and/or together? Please describe uncertainties or obstacles you have encountered, as well as openings that appeared, as you considered these action statements:

1.  We commit ourselves to humble self-reflection, as individuals and as a community of faith, to align our actions with the practice of right relationship among all peoples.

2. As Friends, we will endeavor to learn how we can support the rights of Indigenous Peoples and take conscious steps toward living in right relationship.

3. We accept our own responsibility to work to change the economic, social, cultural and educational structures of privilege and injustice rooted in the historical regimes of discovery, occupation and colonization.

4. We welcome the opportunity, in appropriate settings and to the extent freely offered by people themselves, for learning from each other about world views and cultural perspectives of Indigenous communities and persons.

5. We ask our constituent monthly meetings and worship groups to each take at least one action during the next year to educate themselves about the history of colonization and its current effects in our country and area and/or to consult with Native Americans and other historic groups in their area to build relationships*.

*NOTE: The Peace and Service Committee encourages Friends to recognize that the Intermountain region has been populated by diverse groups and peoples. Some refer to themselves as Native Americans, but others, some of whom were in the region for centuries before the arrival of Europeans, may not – hence our addition of the phrase and other historic groups. 

Attachment #23
Report on Right Relationships with Indigenous Peoples
Project Description and Budget
Research on Quaker Indian Day Schools and Boarding Schools

Paula Palmer, Boulder Monthly Meeting
During her tenure as Pendle Hill’s 2015 Cadbury Scholar, Toward Right Relationship project director Paula Palmer is conducting research on the role Quakers played in conceptualizing, promoting, and carrying out the forced assimilation policies of the last two centuries. This policy was succinctly expressed by Merrill E. Gates in 1891:

“We are going to conquer the Indians by a standing army of school teachers.”
The Toward Right Relationship Project is raising funds to support Paula’s field research (visiting the sites of more than a dozen Quaker Indian schools in Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, and New York) and bibliographic work in the Quaker History Collections at Haverford and Swarthmore colleges and other libraries.  See the research budget below. Please make donations online at www.boulderfriendsmeeting.org/ipc-right-relationship or mail checks to Boulder Friends Meeting (on the Memo line, write: Right Relationship), PO 4363, Boulder CO 80306.

If you can offer information, resources, or contacts to contribute to this research, please contact Paula at paulaRpalmer(at)gmail(dot)com.  Thank you!

For more information, links, and resources, see: www.boulderfriendsmeeting.org/ipc-boarding- school-research
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Children in Kickapoo Village, Oklahoma, circa 1890. Friends ran Indian day schools and boarding schools here and in at least a dozen other locations.
The Quaker Role in the Indian Boarding School Era
Quakers, as individuals and as monthly and yearly meetings, were instrumental in conceptualizing, crafting, and carrying out the cultural assimilation and Indian education policies of the U.S. government during the 19th century. They proposed the policy that became known as the Grant administration’s “Peace Policy” or “Quaker Policy.” The goals of this policy were to replace the government’s corrupt Indian agents with religious men who would oversee management of the reservations, convert the Native people to Christianity, and settle them into farming lifestyles like those of European Americans. They would educate the children in Christian doctrine, the Three R’s, and practical skills (farming, animal husbandry, homemaking, etc.), turning them away from their Native cultures and communities and toward European American lifestyles. The Grant administration put Hicksite Friends in charge of six reservations with populations totaling 6,598 people.  Orthodox Friends managed ten Indian agencies whose

populations totaled 17,724 people. Other Christian denominations managed 56 additional reservations during Grant’s presidency.1
Consequences of the Indian Boarding Schools for Native Families
The church-run day schools and boarding schools varied greatly in the levels of physical, sexual, and emotional abuse that the children suffered, but all the schools pressed children to abandon the cultural and spiritual traditions of their parents and adopt the identity and ideologies of the dominant European American society. The off-reservation boarding schools inflicted the most lasting harm. Of these boarding schools, the Nativ e Ame rican Ri ghts Fund wrote, “Cut off from their families and culture, the children were punished for speaking their Native languages, banned from conducting traditional or cultural practices, shorn of traditional clothing and identity of their Native cultures, taught that their cultures and traditions were evil and sinful….They returned to their communities, not as the Christianized farmers that the boarding school policy envisioned, but as deeply scarred humans lacking the skills, community, parenting,

extended family, language, and cultural practices of those raised in their cultural context.”2 There is mounting scientific and testimonial evidence that the trauma suffered by Native children in the boarding schools could be passed from generation to generation through social, psychological, and neurological processes, and that Native families and communities today continue to suffer from these wounds. 3
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1 Native American Rights Fund Legal Review, Summer/Fall 2013, Vol. 38, No. 2, p. 6.

2 Native American Rights Fund Legal Review, Summer/Fall 2013, Vol. 38, No. 2, p. 2.
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A Path Toward Truth, Reconciliation, and Healing
Native American organizations and communities are developing healing processes that draw on their own traditions as well as mental health modalities. The National Nativ e Ame rican Boa rding 
 School Healing Coalition is urging the churches that were involved in the boarding school era to consider how they might contribute toward these healing processes. As a first step, they are asking churches to undertake research into our own histories in the Indian boarding school era. They see this research as an essential first step -- truth telling – in the truth, reconciliation and healing processes that they envision. See their “Call for Papers: Church Roles in the History and Continuing Impacts of the Boarding School Policy of the 19th and 20th Century,” posted at www.boulderfriendsmeeting.org/ipc-right-relationship
A Quaker Response
The Toward Right Relationship Project responded to this call when Paula Palmer successfully applied for the Cadbury Scholarship, a research grant that provides room and board at Pendle Hill for 15-18 weeks. Paula’s research project is endorsed and supported by the National Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition. The Coalition hopes that this Quaker project will provide a model for other church denominations to follow (see their letter of recommendation, posted at www.boulderfriendsmeeting.org/ipc-right-relationship).

Paula will conduct bibliographic research while sojourning at Pendle Hill, September-December 2015. She will seek to understand the roles American Quakers – individuals, yearly and monthly meetings, and organizations – played in conceptualizing, promoting, financing, managing, and teaching in schools for Native American children. The Quaker History Collections at Swarthmore and Haverford Colleges house primary sources (journals, letters, monthly and yearly meeting minutes, committee minutes, etc.) that may reveal what motivated Friends to involve

themselves with the federal government in developing and carrying out policies for Indian education and cultural assimilation. How did Quaker faith and practice during the 19th century guide Friends’ thinking about the best “solutions” for the country’s “Indian problem?” How did they conceptualize and express the desired outcomes of the cultural assimilation policy and the Indian boarding schools? On what bases did they evaluate the Quaker-managed schools’ impacts on the Native population – the students themselves and their families and communities? What did Quaker teachers, administrators, monthly and yearly meetings learn from their experiences in educating Native children and living among them? How did their thinking and their actions regarding the realities and rights of Native peoples change through the 19th and early 20th centuries, and how did they relate these changes to their Quaker faith and practice?

Paula will also conduct field research, visiting as many sites of the Quaker Indian schools as she can, primarily in Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, Ohio, and New York. At these sites, she will seek information at local Friends meetings, historical museums, and newspaper offices, and identify Native communities in the area where descendants of boarding school students may live today. She will not attempt to interview descendants herself, but will offer any contacts to the National Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition so that they may reach out, if they wish, in culturally appropriate ways.

At the conclusion of her research, Paula will write reports for the National Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition, submit articles to Quaker and other publications, develop a power point presentation for Friends meetings and organizations, and write papers for presentation at academic conferences, including the November 2016 conference on Quakers and Native Americans.

Research Budget: Quakers’ Roles in the Indian Boarding School Era
The research budget is for 8 months for completion of field research, bibliographic research, and dissemination of the research through articles, reports, papers, and presentations.
See next page for the Project Budget.

Expenses
Research Stipend


8 months @ $3,000/month
$24,000

Field Research Mileage
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Mountain Friends Camp Report to Intermountain Yearly Meeting

June 2015

Dear Friends,
With happy hearts we share news of Mountain Friends Camp with you, our greater Quaker community. This year has brought a wonderful camp session, structural growth, and ongoing work to develop a sustainable future for our camp. Many thanks to our campers, staff, families, board of directors, donors, and all who have participated and helped our growing Quaker camp. Please continue to hold us in your hearts, and I invite more Friends to get involved with our camp community. We still have room for campers, families and staff this summer!
Discussion/Action Items for Representatives Committee/IMYM:
· Financial Support for Mountain Friends Camp—see request below

· Role of MFC in IMYM structure—see proposal below
Update on Past Year:

Summer 2014

We successfully added a third week of camp and transitioned to our fourth location in five years. Please see the email newsletter (attached and online at http://eepurl.com/4XvaX) for information and pictures from camp, and to subscribe to our email list.
Camp Structure

Exciting news came in December: notice from the IRS that our application for recognition of tax exempt status has been approved—we are now officially a 501(c)3 public charity. All donations made to Mountain Friends Camp after our incorporation (February 12, 2014) are fully tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
Our board of directors had some change over this year, as well. Many thanks to our outgoing founding members Claire Leonard, Eleanor Dart, and Deb Comly, and to our new and continuing board members listed below. The board met March 20-22 at the Mountain View Meeting House, and were joined by ten campers, CITs, and young adults who all played important roles in planning our future.

IMYM Evaluation

Thanks to Charlene Weir and Bob Gaines for conducting an evaluation on behalf of IMYM this summer and fall—see attached document. Bob reviewed our financial policy and accounts, while Charlene spent four days at camp and solicited input from parents after camp. I found this process very useful, for the outside viewpoint and structured questions, and recommend the Yearly Meeting build upon this experience for the next triennial review in 2017. 
Vision for the Coming Year(s):

Five-Year Goals

The MFC board has come to unity on the following 5-year goals: 
· Stable location

· Established personnel policy

· Financially accessible to campers

· Strong youth voice in planning and decision making

· Our governance as well as our camp will be grounded in Quaker faith and practice 

· Grow Mountain Friends Camp in a manner that maintains the sense of community 

We are researching options for a permanent location that is primarily operated by MFC in the summer months and potentially year round for expanded programs and use by other groups-considering financing, land ownership, leases, trusts and grants. We are open to collaboration with other groups and individuals, in land use and programming-envision bringing more youth from marginalized communities to MFC and expanding opportunities for campers to engage in peace, environmental and social justice work. We see value in offering Quaker camping programs to a diverse and growing community, including increasing the percentage and numbers of youth and adults who join us from both outside IMYM geographic boundaries, and from other faiths and “seekers” new to Quakerism. Stewardship is a high priority, and we hope to increase our positive impact and model sustainable use in a location where we have agency and responsibility long term and year round. We strive for a camp that is physically and financially accessible, for adults as well as campers. Above all, we hope to grow in Quaker faith and practice and let our Light shine. 
We recognize that there is much work ahead, and invite those with ideas and experience into advising or collaborating with our board. The BYM camps, NEYM Friends Camp, Woolman Center and Ben Lomond Quaker Center, Quaker Voluntary Service, and William Penn House all provide inspiration and have been generous with advice and experience, as have many individual Friends within and beyond IMYM. 
Location Search
We have learned immensely from our 5 summers in 4 different locations, as well as from other camps. The 2014 and 2015 location is a great property that fits our current needs, but like Timberline Trails before it we are seeing that further growth in numbers and duration is limited, and in the long term the property owners may not prioritize our camp. Thanks to those who have responded to our tentative request last fall for suggestions and resources about possible future sites. We have prepared a list of criteria and are tentatively seeking information and entering into conversation with landowners about our options. Of course much of the work will be in developing capacity and raising funds, and we’re excited about developing bold plans and inviting more and larger contributions.
Summer Plans 2015

We are returning to the Santa Fe Tree House Camp, and have been working with the owner on several improvements to the facilities since last summer. We began a new Family Camp session for families with kids under age 12; this will be a three night camp following our two youth sessions. Including staff orientation our 2015 season is June 29-July 30. After five summers of volunteer staff—three of those with staff stipends—we are taking the necessary step of hiring summer staff as temporary employees. Our values, and experience recruiting staff lead us to offer compensation at least at the lower range of other camp jobs, and to take on the attendant administrative costs. This summer for the first time we have former campers returning as adult staff; how we’ve all grown in six years! Summer goals include more backcountry trips and campouts, as well as greater connection to the cultural riches of Santa Fe and welcoming in a diverse camper group.
Growth and Outreach

This year we’ve increased our outreach beyond our home community of IMYM. Since 2012 we have welcomed youth and adults from beyond IMYM Meetings to camp. Our camp has been greatly enriched by their participation, and it is great to hear their perspective on and growing appreciation for the Quaker way. Campers have found us through neighbors, relatives, and family friends, and a few adults have applied from non-Quaker backgrounds. This year eight campers are not affiliated with any Quaker Meeting, up from four in 2014. Half of these new campers found us through word of mouth, and for the first time 4 campers are attending who first heard about Mountain Friends Camp online or through a brochure. 
We still have room for campers, especially in our first session (July 4-11) and family camp, and continue to recruit a few more staff. Our goal is 85 camper/CIT weeks; so far 54 slots are already full, with another 10-12 who have told us they’ll register soon. Please continue to encourage Quaker families and friends of Friends to participate!
IMYM Structure Proposal

Under our current structure MFC reports to IMYM Representatives Committee three times each year. Participation in Representatives Committee from at least one person in the MFC leadership, usually myself in my role as camp director, has been requested; if needed, the YM has paid for travel expenses for that person. However, it seems we are sometimes on and sometimes off lists of those expected at Representatives Committee meetings. I have felt some confusion as to whether MFC is simply delivering a report to the Representatives Committee, or if we are invited to participate in the other business before the Committee. I propose recognizing the vital work Mountain Friends Camp brings to IMYM and our unique position as a growing organization under the care of IMYM by making a MFC representative, either the executive director or another delegate, an official member of Representatives Committee. 
FINANCial situation and request for support 2016-2018

We ask IMYM to increase support for Mountain Friends Camp from $10,000 to $12,500 in 2016-2018. Since 2013, the contribution from IMYM has gone from about one third of our budget to about one fifth, and we have diversified our revenue stream accordingly with gains every year in camper fees and contributions from Monthly and Regional Meetings and individual donors. See 2014 and 2015 budgets, and budget overview since 2011, attached. 
Our goal this year is to have half of our income from camper fees, which according to the American Camp Association is slightly above average for nonprofit summer camps. Half of our campers in 2014 requested financial assistance, and our goal is never to turn away a camper for financial reasons. Some costs per camper week have gone down as we grow, but as we gain structure and size many expenses increase: site fees, insurance, transportation, and personnel costs, for example. We are working with Monthly Meetings and individual donors to find grants, encourage pledges for longer term support, and add camp contributions as a line items, but reliable contributions from IMYM remain essential to our planning and development. 
An increase to $12,500 would reflect the commitment from IMYM to remain deeply involved and supportive of Mountain Friends Camp. Quakers have so many ways to let our lives speak, and in this time one is certainly through allocation of resources. We deeply appreciate the spiritual nurturing, participation and words of support from Monthly Meetings. If we support the mission, affirm the accomplishments, and believe in the future of Mountain Friends Camp, let us give with faith and generosity.

Respectfully Submitted,
Anastacia Ebi (formerly Easterling), Executive Director

435-554-1132 // director@mountainfriendscamp.org
On behalf of the Mountain Friends Camp Board of Directors:

Beverley Weiler, Santa Fe, NM –Clerk/President
Eric Wright, Denver, CO –Treasurer and Assistant Clerk/Vice President
Valerie Ireland, Boulder, CO –Recording Clerk/Secretary
Marc Gacy-Boulder, CO
Erica Samuel-Las Cruces, NM
Bonny Moss-Rashon, WA
Lucy Bauer-Bailey, CO
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. 2014 fall newsletter, 
2. Budget 2014 & 2015 

3. Financial overview 2011-2015
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IMYM evaluation (narrative and parent responses)
Getting ready to hike Pyramid/Shaggy Peak, Second Session 2014
Attachment #24 b

MOUNTAIN FRIENDS CAMP 2014 EVALUATION OVERVIEW 

& POST CAMP PARENT EVALUATION SUMMARY

This evaluation report was constructed by Charlene Weir based on her attendance at the last 4 days of MFC in 2014. The purpose of attending camp was to become immersed into the camp process in order to understand how it was conducted and was thought to be a necessary component as part of the evaluation process. The overall goal of the evaluation was to both understand program in sufficient depth to report back to IMYM and to empower MFC for future improvement. The report below is organized into 3 general topic areas: 1) the degree to which the camp embodies Quaker principles; 2) How well MFC tracks its own processes and can engage in continuous self-improvement; and 3) The degree to which MFC is sustainable for future growth. Each will be discussed below.

Program Aligned with Quaker Principles.

Norms. Mountain Friends Camp collectively considers community “norms” at the beginning of every session. This year the Quaker testimonies (SPICES) were used to format and guide discussion, with counselors in training taking the lead to ask campers and staff what norms were important to live together in a Quaker community, and what that would look like during camp, from integrity doing chores to “not chasing lizards”. Campers and staff referred back to the posted norms when dealing with conflict, and mentioned SPICES frequently when asked what made MFC special or what they got out of their camp experience. Quaker testimonies were also the theme of various art and plork (play+work) projects. This continuous process of referring to norms created a sense of “mindfulness” throughout the camp process.

Inclusion and Acceptance. MFC clearly has the overarching goals of providing an experience consistent with Quaker principles of inclusion, acceptance, equality and peace. They embodied these principles in games, such as the Little Sally Walker game that required everyone to learn names and to include everyone in the activity as well as lay the foundation that whatever they do is ok. Other examples of inclusion and acceptance were present in nearly all activities, from informal soccer games to the Secret Friend exchange of small gifts and songs.  In addition, this principle of inclusion was the basis for diffusing conflicts and setting up rules of play.
Interdependence and Community. Activities to build community were scattered throughout and included creating an Interdependence Day (silent morning; hands tied to their neighbors for lunch; ropes course and listening activities) as well as organization in plork teams and other small groups. The work was shared throughout and the children often reported the work periods as the most enjoyable as they usually involved a team spirit (like removing a stump). They would have a regular “affirmation” sharing time every morning after un-programmed worship.  Some of the work involved creating gifts to community organization. In informal discussions, the evaluators were reminded repeatedly of their shared sense of purpose. 

Simplicity. Decision-making regarding food, work and resources often touched on reuse, simple activities and non-waste. Daily schedule emphasized time outdoors, daily rest and free time as well as more active/busy activities, with the goal to enjoy living simply together. References to sharing, not wasting, recycling and cooking simple foods were present in abundance.

Peace. Rules for solving problems through discussion were present in every activity. Some of the staff reported that some rough housing and aggression was going on that required staff mediation, but no major incidents were reported. Peaceful resolution was the goal and the practice. Silence was included throughout, including a meeting for worship, afternoon worship sharing and silence before meals daily, as well as the silent half-day.

Tracking of Progress

The staff and directors had integrated evaluation at the end of the program. Written evaluations are given to campers at end of sessions and emailed to parents after camp. Informally daily check-ins with small camper groups and open questions and discussion in morning meeting give opportunity for issues to rise to staff attention. 5 staff meetings per week for ongoing evaluation, planning and adjustment. Other data points and assessments, such as resource use and staff hours were not necessarily evident.

Safety and Risk

There were multiple activities designed to promote safety. There were night patrols, and head counts and safe practices, including handwashing, hydration and sun protection. A small case of pink eye occurred and spread to several campers. It is likely that further hand-washing instruction would have been helpful. They had medically trained people, but could have done with a nurse on board. The camp director is informed of industry standards through the American Camping Association and uses them for risk management including: adult minor ratios, staff screening and background checks, medical forms and distribution of medications, and have advice from other Quaker camps. Several of the staff have Wilderness First Responder training or Wilderness First Aid and others have had extensive training in running large groups.

Finances Bob Gaines reviewed the finances, through the accounting spreadsheets, bank statement and discussion with camp treasurer Eric Wright. He made several suggestions for clarity and formatting as the camp grows, and overall found that the camp has done a great job of setting up a format to track and report financial information, and is on top of their finances. The camp relies on contributions from IMYM, and the majority of Monthly and Regional Meetings as well as individuals to operate and remain affordable for lower income families. See attached budget for financial information.

Sustainability – queries I suggest for the MFC board moving forward:

a. Growth: How effective are outreach and growth activities? What are the growth goals?  Could they handle growth

b. Staff and Leaders: How well do the staff’s need for growth, nurturance and life balance sustained? What is the quality of staff commitment? How well is the work distributed?  What are back up plans incase key staff are suddenly unavailable?

Queries for IMYM our Yearly Meeting is to discern this year what, if any, our contribution level will be to Mountain Friends Camp for 2016-2018. A Fall Query about camp could help gather input from the Monthly Meetings, and bring more awareness and involvement to Mountain Friends Camp. This report, along with camp newsletter and financial information should be sent to every Meeting, and responses requested before our next Representatives Committee meeting in February. Representatives Committee is welcome to amend the following:

· Does your Monthly Meeting support Mountain Friends Camp? Do you want a Quaker summer camp in the Intermountain West to continue?

· How has your Meeting interacted with Mountain Friends camp in its’ first 5 years? What would you hope to see in the next 5 years? What have you done to support Mountain Friends Camp as individuals and as a Meeting, and how have you benefitted?

· After 4 locations in 5 years, Mountain Friends Camp is looking for way to open for a stable long term home. Do you have suggestions or resources to offer in that search?

· Are Friends willing to make a second 3 year commitment to partially fund Mountain Friends Camp at the current level, $10,000 yearly in 2016, 2017 and 2018? Are Friends willing to increase the IMYM donation to $12,500?

· POST CAMP EVALUATION SUMMARY

· In October, 2014 through November, 2014, an e-mail survey was sent out to all parents who had children in the 2014 program. Of the total 35 e-mails went out, 12 were returned with responses. The questions are presented in Table 1 along with the average responses and the ranges. The comments made by parents are presented below. Overall, the strongest sense across all responses was how Quaker centric the experience was for their kids and how grateful parents were for the opportunity.

· There appeared to be some concern about pre-camp communication being timely and consistent with practice. In addition, there was some concern about organization. All of these issues seem to be minor and fixable.

· This process was relatively easy and could be improved upon. I think we would get better response next year – especially if parents knew they would have the opportunity to respond. We can also set it up so that nobody (not even the evaluator) can link the responses to the person. 

· TABLE 1 List of Questions and Responses

	QUESTIONS
	MEAN
	RANGE

	Was the camp organized well (efficient, cost-effective and organized)
	5.64
	5-7

	Was the communication process effective (were you kept informed)
	5.86
	5-7

	Was the camp consistent with Quaker practices?
	7.0
	7-7

	Were you satisfied with your child’s camp experience?
	6.14
	5-7


· Open-Ended Comments

· “My only frustration was that the packing list went out later than we needed it . . . Other than that I felt like there was good communication and I was able to get questions answered.  It was nice to meet Ana at IMYM too.   My daughter still knows SPICE from her time at camp.  She wanted to stay for all 3 weeks instead of one after the experience.  The cost was reasonable for an overnight camp, although 3 weeks would still get expensive.”  

· “I am deeply thankful that our children have had MFC available to them to support their development and growth as individuals in a way that both allows them freedom to explore what is real and true for themselves, and yet with a solid foundation in the processes and values that I find so nurturing and want to share, but without "unloading" what I have found to be of value "on top of" my children.”

· “This year's camp did not feel quite as organized as the previous one beforehand.  Some of the materials for what to take were not updated form the Colorado camp, for example. There was one breakdown in communication that upset me.  The literature that my daughter, a CIT, received before camp seemed to indicate that cell phones, etc., were not permitted.  She did not take a cell phone, but other CITs did.  It felt like we were penalized for playing by the rules.  However, I think this was just a little mix-up, and Ana responded very kindly to my concerns.   My children had a great time at camp, and I think it is very consistent with Quaker practices.”

Thank you for this opportunity – in peace,          Charlene Weir
Attachment #25
Treasurer’s Report -- June 10, 2015

Current funds:

· $89,000 in checking 

· $11,000 in savings

Transactions:

· All assessment have been received for this year.

· Major payments that have been made:

· Two payments totaling $77,000 made to Ghost Ranch

· $10,000 payment to support Mountain Friends Camp

· Payments yet to be made:

· $6,000 to Western Friend

· $500 to Friend’s Peace Teams

· $1,000 to FCNL border issues

· $1,000 to DouglaPrieta Trabajan

· $600 to FGC

· $488 to the Heberto Sein visitor

· $500 for honorarium for keynote speaker

· Up to $1,000 for travel expenses for Keynote speaker.

· Projected $35,800 more to be paid to Ghost Ranch, at the end of Yearly Meeting 

· Tim Shaw Fund:

· We have received $1,940 additional donations above what was needed to support the visiting YAF/SYF from Pacific Yearly Meeting

Budget Items:

· Arrangements Committee – Budget of $1,000, Over budget by $2,248

· Projected to have a net deficit of -$14,378 for the 2014-2015 fiscal year

Attachment #26
Memorial Minute for Charlotte Ruth Michel Marlin (Phoenix Monthly Meeting)
Charlotte was born to Frederick John Michel and Pauline Dorothy Falkenberg in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on April 16, 1932. She grew up and went to schools in the Philadelphia area.

She married James Lawrence Marlin, Jr., in 1956 at the Hatborn Baptist Church, Pennsylvania. Together they had three children: Lawrence John Marlin, born in 1958; Jessica Eleanor Marlin, born in 1959; and Valerie Arlene Martha Marlin, born in 1962.

Charlotte was divorced in 1974 and moved here to Phoenix with her three children. She soon became a faithful member of the Phoenix Monthly Meeting and was also very active in the Arizona Civil Liberties Union. She was a registered nurse and served for many years as a school nurse in the Phoenix public schools.

A series of auto accidents made it difficult for Charlotte to attend Meeting in recent years, but she showed her devotion to meeting by making a major contribution which allowed the Meeting to enclose the south breezeway and turn it into the Library.

Charlotte died on August 9, 2014. She is survived by her three children and several grandchildren.


Attachment #27
Memorial Minute for Ruth Banks Gillespie (Phoenix Monthly Meeting)

Ruth was born to William G Banks and Ruth B. Lark on September 3, 1918, in New Haven Connecticut. She graduated from New Haven State Teacher’s College in 1938 and worked in the 1940’s as a teacher in a small historically black college in Georgia. She then worked for several years as a social worker. When asked if this exposure to troubled lives ever depressed her, she said, “No, I feel good for being able to help.”

Ruth married Rudolph Gillespie in New York City in 1949. They moved to Phoenix in the 1960’s.

When they were contemplating their move to Arizona, Rudy called the phone number for Phoenix Meeting and asked if we knew if there were any motels in which black persons would be welcome. Rik and Virginia Anderson, who were members of Meeting and who answered this call, invited Rudy and Ruth to stay with them until they could settle themselves. Another Phoenix Friend found them an apartment where they lived for many years. Ruth and Rudy became active and loyal attenders of Phoenix Meeting.

Aside from her profession, Ruth had several hobbies which included reading, sewing, and attending the Phoenix Symphony with another member of Meeting, Lou Jeanne Catlin.

Rudy died in 1971. After Rudy’s death, Ruth stayed on for several years before moving to senior housing in South Phoenix.

Ruth formally became a member of Meeting by convincement in 1987 at the age of 69. In the early years after 2000, she moved to the Thunderbird Retirement Resort where she lived until her death on May 3, 2013. She is survived by two sisters - Elizabeth Banks Allen and Lois Banks, and two brothers - Robert Banks and William Banks. She is also survived by her nieces, Leslie Allen and Sydney Allen, and her nephew Alex Allen, and numerous grand and great-grand nieces and nephews.

Attachment #28
Memorial Minute for George B. Oliphant (Phoenix Monthly Meeting)

George was born in Winona, Ohio on March 5, 1933 to Arthur and Laura Oliphant who were Quakers, as were George’s grandparents. He graduated from Olney Friends Boarding School in Barnesville, Ohio in 1951 and attended Earlham College, working his way through college with a job at a funeral home. At Earlham, he met Ernestine (Ernie) Reid and they married in 1955.

During wartime (the Korean War), George found an individual expression of the Religious Society of Friends’ Peace Testimony by electing to do alternate service working at Goodwill.

His father’s health drew George’s parents to Sedona, Arizona where his mother worked as a maid at the Crescent Moon Ranch and his father worked in the fields. George and his wife so enjoyed coming out to Arizona to visit his parents that they moved to Arizona in 1965.

George first worked at Yellow Front, a sporting goods store, after he moved. He was employed at Penn Mutual Insurance as a Phoenix computer specialist and for twenty- eight years as a tax preparer. He was President, Vice President and Education Chairman of AZ NATP [?? Arizona branch of the National Association of Tax Preparers??] from 1999 – 2007.

George was fond of Arizona and traveled all around the state to see its sights. He often would jump into his car for a day trip to some place or other in Arizona. He also loved German Shepherds whom he thought of as special kind of folks.

George has long been part of the Phoenix Friends community for many years. We all will miss him, his steady presence, the twinkle in his eye as he quietly let out one of his many humorous comments, and his ready handshake accompanied by his earnest “How are you doing?”

Attachment #29
Memorial Minute for Richard Welford Flagg (Pima Monthly Meeting)


Richard Welford Flagg was born in Providence, Rhode Island, on June 4, 1922 into a Quaker family, his parents being Arthur Leonard Flagg and Mary Harkness White. He was the middle child, with an older brother and younger sister.  The family moved to Maricopa County in Arizona, where Arthur Flagg worked as a mining engineer and a collector of minerals. Enthusiasm and expertise in this field of study were passed on from father to son, for Richard graduated in 1945 from the University of Arizona College of Mines and worked as a minerals processing metallurgist for many years. 


Richard entered the Civilian Public Service in 1945, and worked for several months at a camp operated by the American Friends Service Committee.  Also in 1945, he married Marjorie Ann Wyman, with whom he would share 68 years of marriage. 


In Arizona or in the circles of mineralogy, the name Flagg might first bring to mind Richard’s father, Arthur, who had an illustrious career in the field, founding the Mineralogical Society of Arizona. But Richard, too, had an extensive and distinguished career as a metallurgist, and was named to the Legion of Honor of the Society of Mining, Metallurgy and Exploration. He assisted for years with the famed Tucson Gem and Mineral Show. There, in addition to his expertise with the collections, he showed his practical nature by maintaining, restoring, and sometimes redesigning the display cases that are an essential part of the show. 


In 1978, a US Air Force jet crashed in mid-town Tucson close to the University, a high school, and a middle school.  Two students were killed in that crash.  Richard happened to be on a street nearby and suffered severe burns from flaming jet fuel.  He spent three months in hospital recovering from those wounds, and experienced pain long after. 


In April, 1987, Richard Flagg transferred his membership from Providence Monthly Meeting (Rhode Island), to Pima Meeting. His practical, competent nature is remembered for his work on maintaining the building and grounds of the former meetinghouse (before Pima Meeting moved to the current location).  


Sometimes early fortuitous encounters can leave a big impression.  A Friend from Illinois visited Pima Meeting in September, 2014,and told of being assigned as Richard’s roommate when the two were freshmen at the University of Arizona more than seventy years earlier.This visitor found Richard’s Quaker presence and pacifist position to be compelling, and claims the friendship, which lasted over the years, was the inspiration for him to become a Quaker, too, and to raise a Quaker family.


Richard Flagg died in Tucson at the age of 91 on November 20, 2013. He was survived by his wife, Marjorie, until her death on October 15, 2014, and is survived by their daughters, Barbara Moos (Stephen) and Carolyn Kerr (William), a granddaughter, Stephanie Sarvana (Adam), and a sister, Anne Hines (Lenard). 
Attachment #30
Statement from Quaker Earthcare Witness and Quaker United Nations Office and the Friends Committee on National Legislation on Climate Change 
Dear Friends worldwide,

The Statement below was developed by Quaker Earthcare Witness, the Quaker United Nations Office, and Friends Committee on National Legislation for their joint presence at events during the UN Climate Summit in September 2014.

A number of fellow Quaker organizations wished to add their name, including FWCC which sent the Statement out to Quaker communities worldwide. As a result we continue to receive signatures, which we add to the Statement, uploading the most recent versions onto the QEW and QUNO websites.

Three concerns have arisen in this process. Some meetings have asked us to give the Statement longer life by making it non-date specific, so that it can continue to be seen as relevant.  Others encouraged language that was less anthropocentric. Still others felt that to be truthful we should more strongly acknowledge the grave dangers we face from climate change.
We have attempted to do this, while holding to the core message that Quaker organizations and Meetings have already upheld and signed.

If you wish to add your Meeting to this Statement, please contact Lindsey Cook as suggested at the end of the Statement.  

If you do not wish to sign, but wish to use this material as a base for a Meeting-specific Statement, you are most welcome, but please take off the signatures. 

In peace and with gratitude,


QEW, QUNO and FCNL

January 2015

Facing the Challenge of Climate Change

A shared statement by Quaker groups
January 2015
As Quakers, we are called to work for the peaceable Kingdom of God on the whole Earth, in right sharing with all peoples.
 We recognize a moral duty to cherish Creation for future generations.
We call on our leaders to make the radical decisions needed to create a fair, sufficient and effective international climate change agreement.
As Quakers, we understand anthropogenic climate change (climate change due to human activities) to be a symptom of a greater challenge: how to live sustainably and justly on this Earth.
We recognize that the current rise of greenhouse gas emissions is leading to an unprecedented rate of increase in global average surface temperature of extreme detriment to the Earth’s ecosystems and species, including human beings.
We recognize that catastrophic global climate change is not inevitable if we choose to act urgently.
We recognize a personal and collective responsibility to ensure that the poorest and most vulnerable peoples now, and all our future generations, do not suffer as a consequence of our actions.  We see this as a call to conscience.

We recognize the connections between climate change and global economic injustice as well as unprecedented levels of consumption, and question assumptions of unlimited material growth on a planet with limited natural resources.
We recognize that most greenhouse gas emissions are created by fossil fuel combustion.  We recognize that our increasing population continues to pursue fossil fuel-dependent economic growth.  We recognize that the Earth holds more fossil fuel reserves than are safe to burn, and that the vast majority of fossil fuel reserves must remain in the ground if we are to prevent the catastrophic consequences of climate change.  We therefore question profoundly the continued investment in, and subsidizing of, fossil fuel extraction.
We seek to nurture a global human society that prioritizes the well-being of people over profit, and lives in right relationship with our Earth; a peaceful world with fulfilling employment, clean air and water, renewable energy, and healthy thriving communities and ecosystems.
As members of this beautiful human family, we seek meaningful commitments from our leaders and ourselves, to address climate change for our shared future, the Earth and all species, and the generations to come.  We see this Earth as a stunning gift that supports life.  It is our only home. Let us care for it together.
Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW)

Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO)

Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL)

Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC)

Westtown Monthly Meeting, Pennsylvania, USA
Quaker Council for European Affairs (QCEA)

American Friends Service Committee (AFSC)

Princeton Friends Meeting, New Jersey, USA
Canadian Friends Service Committee (CFSC)
Northampton Friends Meeting, MA, USA

Sacramento Friends Meeting, CA, USA

Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre, UK

Trenton Meeting of Friends, NJ, USA
Cookeville Monthly Meeting, USA

FWCC- Asia West Pacific Section
Quakers in Aotearoa New Zealand

Croton Valley Meeting, NY, USA

Newtown Monthly Meeting, USA

New York Yearly Meeting, USA

Memphis Friends Meeting, USA
Miami Friends Meeting, USA 

Netherlands Yearly Meeting
Quakers in Australia
EcoQuakers Ireland

Living Witness, UK

Quakers in Britain

Please contact Lindsey Cook at lfcook@quno.ch if you need more information, or wish to add your Quaker group.
Attachment #31
Partial List of Volunteers Serving Yearly Meeting

Recording Clerk—Nancy Marshall

Rep Comm Clerk—Bill Hobson

Arrangements Clerk—Vickey Finger

Facilities Working Group Clerk, 

Operations—Kay Bordwell

Program Working Group Clerk—Paula Palmer, Paula Van Dusen (will be replaced)

Registrars—Lisa Toko-Ross, Sarah Feitler

Volunteer Coordinator, Deb Comly

Interest Group Coordinator, Todd Hierlmaier

Worship Sharing Coordinator, Barbara Stephens

Delegates Committee Clerk, Chris Viavant

Finance Comm. Clerk, Rob Shroeder

Treasurer, Brian Martin

Youth Working Group Clerk—Valerie Ireland

Children’s Program people:  Marc Gacy, Roxanne Seagraves

FAP’s with SYF’s—Andrew Banks, Jerry Peterson, Erica Samuel

Young Adult Friends Clerks—Ana Easterling, John Rex

Daily Bulletin—Steve Finger, Jonno Wright

Attachment #32
Memorial Minute for Rebecca Kay Acquisto (Boulder Monthly Meeting)

Rebecca Kay Acquisto, passed away April 5, 2014, in Longmont, Colorado, of complication from a brain tumor. Rebecca was born in Denver CO on November 1, 1958. She graduated from Irving High School in 1976 and attended Texas Women's University where she majored in Occupational Therapy and graduated with honors in 1980. She went on to get her Master’s of Science from Washington University in 1999. 

Rebecca first attended Quaker meeting in Austin, Texas, and later at Beacon Hill Meeting in Boston. There she married Dale Bucher and her son Louis was born in 1987.  Dale died when Louis was still a baby. In the 1990s the family moved to St. Louis and Rebecca soon joined St. Louis Meeting. She became a spiritual inspiration and joy to the community, making many deep friendships, and also served as Clerk of the Meeting. She married Mark Acquisto in St. Louis and their daughter, Stella, was born there. In 2008 Rebecca and Mark moved to Colorado and she transferred her membership to Boulder Meeting. She served on the Ministry and Worship committee and contributed much to her spiritual formation group. She was a devout Quaker and a woman of deep religious feeling. Sober for about 30 years, her spiritual life in the 12-step program was beautifully intertwined with being a Quaker.

She loved helping people, through her work and in her personal life. Rebecca enjoyed beekeeping, backpacking, water color painting, gardening, and knitting. She had a great sense of humor and a wonderful laugh, as well as great fortitude. She mentored, supported, and befriended many women over her lifetime. She cherished her friends and will be dearly missed.

Rebecca was preceded in death by her first husband Dale Bucher and by her second husband Mark Acquisto. She is survived by her children Louis and Stella, her mother and father Alberta and Kenneth Harper, her brother Kim and her sisters Bridget and Patrice. 

A large Meeting for Worship to celebrate Rebecca’s life was held on April 10th.

Attachment #33
Memorial Minute for Margueritte Elaine (“Marbie”) Bryan (Pima Monthly Meeting)
September 18, 1930 – January 14, 2013 

Margueritte Elaine Bryan, known to friends and family as Marbie, passed away peacefully in Tucson on January 14, 2013. Born in Hutchinson, Kansas, she was the youngest of four children born to George Wilson Bryan and Maude Alice Vancil Bryan. Marbie seemed to develop some significant concepts at a very early age. She spoke of her childhood memory of running for the first time at two and being aware of a sense of “freedom” to go where she wanted to go. A concept of justice came to her early, too, when she was spanked by her mother at the age of four for not settling down, and then spanked again for crying about the incident. 


After graduating from high school, Marbie attended the University of Wisconsin and received a B.A. in Education. While there, she met and married James Brault. It was during this time, also, that Marbie and Jim came upon Quakers when they attended a “faith fair” organized by the University. They found that the Quaker world view matched their own perspective. As a young person, Marbie was moved by the mystical power of life, hymns, and the teachings of Jesus, and by the age of 19 she had read the Bible. She tried various practices, including Christian Science. While with a Quaker group that worshipped in the Rathskeller at the University, Marbie realized how noisy her mind was, and it was there that she experienced a transformation through silent worship. 


The couple moved east, first to Ithaca, New York, and then to Princeton, New Jersey, where Jim pursued his Master’s and Doctorate degrees in Physics, and Marbie worked for Educational Testing Services. A friend from that time remembers how Marbie often came up with challenging ideas for projects and then followed through with the hard work needed to complete them. Some of her activities were connected with Princeton Friends Meeting and others with a small but energetic group of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom.  


After nine years in Princeton, the family—now including three small children—moved to Tucson in 1964, relocating because of Jim’s job at the Kitt Peak National Observatory. Marbie was grateful for opportunities to travel with Jim to such places as Europe, China, and India, and the couple hosted many overseas visitors. Marbie loved to experiment with food and encouraged others to do the same by initiating and hosting international potlucks with a foreign foods club. 


At age 39, Marbie went back to school and completed a second Bachelor's degree and a Master's degree in Drama. She also took a Progroff Intensive Journal workshop, and continued journal writing throughout her life. It was through her writing that she learned to address injustice and her anger. She never stopped learning.


In 1984, after 32 years of marriage, Marbie and Jim divorced. It was at this time Marbie attended Findhorn, a spiritual community and eco-village in Scotland, to find healing. She later talked of experiencing an awakening and a new awareness of Truth and Love. Her spiritual journey led her to consider, “Where do I get wisdom?” She also studied “A Course in Miracles” and took a class titled “People Facing Change in Their Lives.” 


Marbie Brault applied for membership in the Religious Society of Friends and became a member of Pima Meeting in 1985. In her letter of application, she stated that after many years of association with Friends it was time to “stand up and be counted” as she was moved by the work of the Sanctuary Movement. 


Marbie believed it was important to live your beliefs and she contributed to many charities. As an active member of Pima Meeting, she served in many roles and committees, including Long Range Planning, Ministry and Oversight, Trustees, and Greeters. She also began a practice of making dolls, which would be sent to El Salvador through the American Friends Service Committee. She was asked to bring that work to Intermountain Yearly Meeting where, known as the Doll Project, it became a popular crafts activity, the creations being sent on to various communities. At Pima Meeting, Marbie was asked to take over the Homeless Hospitality project, and she kept that active for several years. 



Marbie looked for opportunity for work that would combine her love of writing, acting and teaching. She engaged with Sci-Expo, a venture for schools, and went on to develop a program called Science Alive! which brought into classrooms dramatizations of famous scientists who would explain their discoveries. Marbie directed this non-profit organization for 13 years, writing scripts, making costumes, and training actors. She sometimes appeared in classrooms in costume as Madame Curie.


Community and connections were always important in Marbie’s life. She felt inspired to provide land next to her house to create a community garden for the neighborhood. She sheltered many refugees in her home, worked with women’s gatherings, and loved to open her home to her many friends and activities. She traveled the world, determined to live her life with the perspective that “everything is important and nothing is important.” She was a follower of the Dalai Lama, and one of the highlights of her life came in 2009 when she received a hug from him on her birthday. In her later years, rheumatoid arthritis curtailed her travel and activities. 


A Memorial Service celebrating Marbie Bryan’s rich life was held on July 27, 2013 at Pima Friends Meeting House. She is survived by her children, Stephen Brault and wife Jill Thorpe, Lisa Midyett and husband Jay, and Jennifer Wright and husband Frank, all of whom live in Tucson. Her three step-grandchildren, from the Wright family, are Irene (deceased), Rocky, and Shane. 

(approved 2014-07-13)

Attachment #34
Memorial Minute for Walter (Bud) McMullen (Boulder Monthly Meeting)
Walter (Bud) McMullen died at his home, surrounded by his beloved family, on September 5, 2014.  

He was born November 5, 1931 in Lincoln, Nebraska, to Walter Franklin McMullen and Mabel Sykes McMullen. He attended Central College in McPherson, Kansas, Kansas University, and received his Master of Divinity degree from Drew Theological Seminary and his Doctor of Ministry degree from Chicago Theological Seminary. He married Joan (Jodi) Jensen in 1953 and they had four children.

Bud served United Methodist and United Church of Christ churches in Florida, Illinois, Michigan, and Colorado.  

In the spring of 2001 he started attending Boulder Meeting and became a member in 2005. He served on the Ministry and Worship Committee and from 2005 to 2008 was the coordinator of the Meeting’s First Day Program.  Bud developed a complete curriculum and created instructive, Quakerly games to teach values. He cared deeply for the children and worked towards their early realization of their unique relationship with the Divine. 

Bud never stopped reading and learning about religious philosophy and history. His thirst of knowledge and curiosity took him far. His rock bottom integrity kept him centered. His knowledge, and his compassionate and steady presence made it a pleasure to talk to him.

Bud loved music and the outdoors, especially hiking in the mountains. Most of all he loved his family and friends. He was deeply loved and will be sorely missed.

Bud is survived by his wife, Jodi, his children Larry, Dan, Dana, and David, his grandchildren Sam, Kyle and Megan, as well as his sister MaryBelle McDole and brother W. Dee McMullen.

A Meeting for Worship to celebrate his life was held on September 26, 2014.

Attachment #35
Memorial Minute for Lloyd Alan Scheidt, aka Alan (Phoenix Monthly Meeting)
Alan was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, on March 27, 1960.  He attended the Greenhills High School where he was involved in theater and the school newspaper as a movie critic. He served as Editor of the school newspaper his junior year. In addition, he was awarded Best Actor both his Junior and Senior years. His favorite role was the Cowardly Lion in the Wizard of Oz.
Alan attended Wright University in Dayton, Ohio and majored in Theater from 1978-1979. He transferred to the Cincinnati College Conservatory of Music and continued to major in Theater from 1979-1980.
Alan worked in several restaurants and in the New World Bookstore in Cincinnati.
Alan’s chief activities were writing, theater and film.  He worked as a staff writer and reporter for the Nouveau in Cincinnati, from 1990-1991. He was the Classical Music host of Command Performance at WGUC 90.9 FM and was a contributing writer to ArtScape Magazine in 1994-1995. He was a contributing writer to the City Beat in Cincinnati, from 1997-2007. In addition he was a contributing writer to Horizons at the University of Cincinnati and worked as Editor-iin-Chief at the Art Spike Magazine from 2002[2003. 
In 2006 Allan won the First Prize Award in the Ruth Rauth Memorial Poetry Contest, sponsored by the Cincinnati Writer’s League.
Alan met George Graham in the New World Bookstore where Alan helped George find Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s Sonnets from the Portuguese and other Poems. A week later they met again  in the lobby of Symphony  Hall in Cincinnati and soon Alan moved to Union, Kentucky, to live with George where George was a public health director and professor. When George retired in 2007, they moved together to Phoenix.
Alan’s passion was film and his knowledge of film was encyclopedic. According to George, “The only person who was more knowledgeable is Robert Osborne of Turner Classic Movies.”  The Harkins Theater tee shirt and cup were annual Christmas gifts. 
Adding to his passion for film was Alan’s love of the annual Academy Awards. Alan started watching the telecast when he was 13 and never missed a single show.
Alan was often writing something. Whether it was a poem, and article, an opinion piece, or capturing an impression, his pen or fingers were at work. Some of his writing was for publication and some was for himself. Two of his poems were published in the 2013 booklet of poems by members of the Phoenix Quaker Meeting monthly poetry group.
While being a writer was how Alan viewed himself, he maintained a keen interest in theater. His last performance was in Cincinnati in the production of “In the Boys’ Room” that was written by his friend and playwright, Kevin Barry. Alan and George  enjoyed going to plays produced in the many theaters in Cincinnati, New York City, and Phoenix.
Seeing opera productions in Cincinnati was where Alan revealed another facet of his appreciation of the arts. His enthusiasm became infectious, and George too grew to enjoy seeing opera thoroughly, especially the productions at the Met in New York.
Alan’s comprehensive appreciation of the arts can be summed up by his e-mail address: 
alanlivesarts@yahoo.com.
While in Phoenix, Alan became a member of Phoenix Sister Cities from 2011-2012. He was also a member of Park Central Toastmasters and Phoenix Quaker Meeting, which he considered his spiritual home. 
Alan’s hobby was cooking. He loved to invite friends to the house for a meal that he prepared. The food, lively conversation and friendship were a perfect mix and a convivial way to spend an evening.
Alan died in Phoenix on October 5, 2014. He is survived by his partner of many years, George Graham.
Attachment #36 a
Budget Proposal for 2016 (p. 1 of 2) 
[image: image27.emf]
Budget Proposal for 2016 (p. 2 of 2)
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Attachment #38 b
Finance Committee Meeting 12:45pm June 10, 2015

FWCC: Next year’s meeting is in Peru, International Representatives Committee(IRM), is scheduled for every 4 years. Delegates committee is as asking for $5,000 in 2016 to support two people to attend the IRM in Peru.  

FWCC has been struggling with reorganization. There is a question about when the next section of the Americas will occur. Predicting next International Representative Meeting(quadrennial) in 892020, section of the Americas might be 2018 or 2019. Laura Peterson will call FWCC to clarify issues.  .  Will ask IMYM to consider reinstating reserve funding for future travel, amount to be determined.

Authorized $1,500 expense for 2015 fiscal year to partially comer $2,300 in Section of the Americas Travel  expense.

Mountain Friends Camp: Recommend increasing the annual contribution from $10,000 to $12,500 for 2016-2018. Paid by increasing the IMYM Assessment by $3/member ($2,580/yr) to $53/member.

MOU: Meeting went well. Gluten exclusion included. Asked for a 4 year deal. Looking at a 15% discount from their base rate.

Clerk’s discretionary fund: Recommend it be combined with the existing Treasurer’s $500 contingency fund for a total of $1,500.  It would allow the Clerks or Treasurer to cover unexpected expenses.

F&P: Approved the addition of  $1,000 to the F&P Reserve if necessary at the end of the fiscal year to fund F&P reprinting after 9/30/15 with ~$1,900.  

Operations & Registrars Request: Wants to spend money on new laptop and printer. Have a budget of $1,000, but haven’t spent it. Question about weather this will be enough to buy needed equipment. Priority on buying a new printer/copier. Next year the budget for operations will be $500. Will propose a Registration budget of $2,000 for 2016.

Bob Schroeder

IMYM Finance Clerk

Attended by:

Pelican Lee

Vickey Finger

Sara Keeney

Brian Martin

Bob Schroeder

Laura Peterson (FWCC)

Doug  Smith (PYM observing) 

Attachment # 37
Epistle from Intermountain Yearly Meeting
Intermountain Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends

June 10—14,  2015 (with early days June 7-10)

Ghost Ranch, Abiquiu, New Mexico, USA

Dear Friends Everywhere, 

We arrived at Ghost Ranch this year—329 strong. Some of us drove over mountain passes wrapped in clouds. Others crossed rivers flowing high and fast with the runoff from late spring storms. Meadows and pastures were greener than usual. The cottonwoods lining the fields here at Ghost Ranch were vibrant with singing birds, many yellow warblers among them. 

Friends contributed music of their own. Soon after we gathered, one of our seasoned musicians invited us to join in the singing of a song celebrating the 40th Anniversary of Intermountain Yearly Meeting. “It’s a fine thing to gather as Friends,” his lyric reminded us. “Where the silence that holds us, and love that enfolds us, are treasures on which we depend.” That same evening, the all-Quaker Contra Band began to rehearse for Dance Night. The next day we had an especially song-filled Meeting for Worship after Diego Navarro’s plenary address. Later that evening, a multi-generational campfire chorus gathered for a spirited sing-along. Though music has always been a part of our yearly meeting, it was especially so this year. Some of us wondered if we had wandered into a Quaker musical.

There were, of course, quieter moments. We gathered under the big cottonwoods for worship sharing each morning and afternoon to consider the practice of discernment.  In his keynote address, Diego Navarro from Santa Cruz Monthly Meeting, explained that discernment was less about knowing and more about not knowing. The process of opening to the Light in discernment requires radical vulnerability—a willingness to abandon our comforts and welcome our despairs.  It is disappointment, he explained, that often leaves us tendered and more open to guidance. 

Diego then led us into worship with several queries: How does your comfort get in the way of your connection with Spirit? Have you given yourself over to God at any one point, and if so, what was going on in your life at the time? When have you experienced deep connection with the Spirit? What did it look like? We continued to explore these queries in worship sharing.

Discernment, Diego reminded us, is also a collective adventure. Who are we as a community? How does our faith and practice wake us up from the trance of dominant worldviews and beliefs?  How do our collective actions embody Quaker values?   

Later, in a spirit-filled threshing meeting, Friends brought their collective discernment skills to the question of the yearly meeting’s budget, focusing on a possible deficit and how that should be handled.  Some Friends wondered if we had strayed from the traditional notion that a yearly meeting is primarily meant for doing the business of the Religious Society of Friends. Others maintained that Intermountain Yearly Meeting has evolved into its own model of what a yearly meeting can be, which includes an expanded array of interest groups and seminars. (There were 67 different offerings this year!)  Some Friends sought out ways to trim the budget. Others agreed that recent projects taken on by Intermountain Yearly Meeting—such as creative retreat opportunities during Early Days (for which two thirds of our attenders came this year), support for Mountain Friends Camp (which continues to expand and grow), and sustaining relationships with Friends General Conference and other Quaker organizations, clearly reflect our values and priorities as a yearly meeting. Still others suggested ways of raising revenues such as a sliding scale for yearly meeting registration fees.  During this gentle and reflective session, many useful ideas were gathered and meeting priorities were clarified.

One of those priorities is to nurture a vital community of younger Friends who make up almost a third of our attending population. It was fitting that Diego Navarro’s ministry support team included three younger friends from Pacific Yearly Meeting: Kylin Navarro, his daughter, Thistle MacKinney, and Elena Anderson. Deepening relationships between older and younger Friends has been a renewed intention at Intermountain Yearly Meeting in recent years. This year, a cross-generational listening session helped both Adult Friends and Senior Young Friends share their experiences of grieving and loss. As one Friend pointed out, leaning on one other in difficult times isn’t limited to yearly meeting. 

As the yearly meeting nurtures relationships that sustain us throughout the year, so too it is a center from which peace and social service concerns carry the Quaker way well beyond Ghost Ranch. How can we best accompany immigrants and indigenous cultures in their struggles for justice?  How can we live into the principals set forth in the Kabarak Call for Peace and Ecojustice? We bring these queries back to our monthly meetings for ongoing discernment and action, along with the good cheer, community warmth, and spiritual insights that we experience here at Ghost Ranch every year. 

As the song says, “It’s a fine thing to gather as Friends.”

With Gratitude,

Intermountain Yearly Meeting of Friends

Sara Keeney, Clerk

imymclerk@hotmail.com

imym.org

Attachment #38
Epistle from Children’s Yearly Meeting 

Dear Friends,
We had a great year at IMYM this year. We went hiking. We played together. We made skits. There was a campfire with singing and smores, and so many more great things.
We hiked half way to Chimney Rock. We went on another hike to a creek. It was fun because we got to go in the water .
We went on a walk to the farm. We got to feed the chickens and plant some seeds. We found a gopher skull. We put it in the CYM museum. The museum also has rocks and sticks and a picture.
We had a scavenger hunt. We had groups with CYM, JYF, and adults working together to find clues. We had to find a lot of things like trash, water, and things that make us smile. Someone caught a lizard. We named the lizard Spike.
We liked all the people.  They were nice to everybody. They were fun to play with. The counselors played with us a lot.
We made two creativity night skits. The little kids skit is a fairy tale. If you call a Mexican restaurant, basketball players, animals and dragons a fantasy, then the other skit is a fantasy. We loved practicing our skits with the Ghost Ranch staff. 

We have a question we couldn't answer . Which came first, the chicken, or the egg?
Signed: 

Hudson 
Sophia 

Harper

Ian

And all the children of IMYM

Attachment #39
IMYM Nominating Committee Final Report to the 2015 Session
VACANT: terms ended, need new appointments by others
VACANT: Nominating Committee responsibility to fill
Bold-faced: Need IMYM approval in 2015
Bold-faced italics: Term extensions; need IMYM approval in 2015
BOLD-FACED ALL-CAPITALS ITALICS: NEEDS IMYM APPROVAL IN 2016

YEARLY MEETING CLERKS AND OFFICERS
Presiding Clerk




Sara Keeney (Albuquerque), 2012-2016
Assisting Clerk




Molly Wingate (Colorado Springs), 2015-2016

Presiding Clerk




Molly Wingate (Colorado Springs), 2016-2018
Recording Clerk of Yearly Meeting

Nancy Marshall (Phoenix), 2013-2016
Treasurer 




Brian Martin (Salt Lake City), 1/2013-2016
Assistant Treasurer



Bob Schroeder (Tempe), 2/2014-9/31/2014
Communications Assistant


Jim Mills (2014-2016)

Historian/Archivist



Bruce Thron-Weber (Mountain View), 2013-2016

Directory Assistant  (FGC)


Ed Kearns (Tempe), 2013-2016

MINISTRY AND COUNSEL COMMITTEE
Clerk of Ministry and Counsel


Julia Halaby (Boulder), 2014-2016

SYF Reps. to Ministry and Counsel

Ceryn Schoel (Santa Fe), 2015-2016







WILL REDDIG (Flagstaff), 2016-2017 







THANDIWE SEAGRAVES (Santa Fe), 2016-2017 – alt.

REPRESENTATIVES COMMITTEE

Representatives Committee Clerk

Bill Hobson (Tempe), 2013-2016
Representatives Committee Recording Clerk
Molly Wingate (Colorado Springs), 2012-2015







Sarah Tie (Mountain View), 2015-2018

Regional Representatives to Representatives Committee

AHYM




VACANT, 2013-2016
CRM




David Ireland (Boulder), 4/2014-4/2017
NMRM




Pam Gilchrist (Santa Fe), 2014-2017
Utah Friends



Bruni Mason (Moab), 2014-2017

SYF Reps. to Reps. Committee
  
CRM: ELISE ENOCHS (Mountain View), 2015-2016

CRM: LUCA GACY (Boulder), 2015-2016– alt.
CRM: Logan Broscovak (Boulder), 2015-2016
AHYM: ANNA WYETH (Pima), 2015-2016
AHYM: ADRIANA PUENTE-REINHARDT (Pima)– alt.






NMYM: THANDIWE SEAGRAVES (Santa Fe) 






NMYM: ARIEL DILLON (Albuquerque) – alt.

Utah Friends: VACANT 
Web Clerk(s)
Jim Mills (Durango), 2004-2015

VACANT 2015-2018

VACANT 2015-2018
ARRANGEMENTS COMMITTEE

Arrangements Committee Clerk


Vickey Finger (Flagstaff), 2013-2015







Pelican Lee (Santa Fe), 2015-2016 (1 year for time being)

Arrangements Committee Rec. Clerk

Maria Melendez Kelson (Colorado Springs), 1/2015-2017

Facilities Working Group 

Facilities Working Group Clerk

Becca Wright (Mountain View), 2013-2015






Eric Wright (Mountain View), 2015-2018

Facilities Liaison


Vance Marshall (Phoenix), 2012-2015






VACANT, 2015-2018

Registrar(s)



Lisa Toko-Ross (Boulder), 2014-2017






Sarah Feitler (Boulder), 2014-2017
Coordinator(s) of Operations

Kay Bordwell (Flagstaff), 2014-2016





Carl Feitler (Boulder), 2015-2018






RANDY HOLLIDAY (Salt Lake City), 2015-2018

Volunteer Coordinator


Deb Comly (Flagstaff), 6/2013-2016

Bookstore Coordinator


Susan Dahl (Durango), 2012-2015






Chris Griffin-Wehr (Boulder), 2015-2017





Paul Wehr (Boulder), 2015-2017 - assistant
Advocate for Persons of Differing


Abilities



John Crowther (Mountain View), 2012-2015

Judy Danielson (Mountain View), 2015-2018 


Kitchen Liaison



SUSAN WILEY (Albuquerque), 2015-2018
Youth Working Group 

Youth Working Group Clerk

Valerie Ireland (Boulder), 2013-2015





Marc Gacy (Boulder), 2015-2018


CYM Coordinators


Roxanne Seagraves (Santa Fe), 2013-2014 (mentor - 2014)

Marc Gacy (Boulder), 2012-2015 (assistant – 2013; lead  coordinator – 2014; mentor - 2015)

John Gallagher (Colorado Springs), 2013-2016  (assistant – 2014; lead coordinator – 2015; mentor - 2016)
Emily Box (Salt Lake City), 2014-2017 (assistant – 2015; lead coordinator, 2016; mentor – 2017)

VACANT, 2015-2018

JYF Coordinators
Dave Wells (Tempe), 2014-2015
Bonnie Fraser (Tempe), 2014-2015

Connie Green (Albuquerque), 2014-2016

Gale Toko-Ross (Boulder), 6/2015-2016
Roxanne Seagraves (Santa Fe), 2015-2018

VACANT 2015-2017 
VACANT 2015-2017

JYF Co-Clerks
DARIO PUENTE-REINHARDT (Tempe), 2015-2016 






THOMAS PIERSON (Albuquerque), 2015-2016






MELISSA ROBERTS (Durango), 2015-2016

JYF Recording Clerk


KIRA FITZ-KESLER (Flagstaff), 2015-2016
SYF Regional Reps. to Youth Working Group


AHYM 


SAM REDDIG (Flagstaff), 2015-2016

CRM 



JONAS BAUER (Mountain View), 2015-2016

NMRM



JAMIE WYETH (Pima ), 2015-2016

Utah Friends 


VACANT (2014-2015)

SYF FAPs



Valerie Ireland (Boulder), 2015-2018*

 





Andrew Banks, (Mountain View), 2013-2016 *






Erica Samuel (Las Cruces), 2014-2017*

*FYI – SYF appoints without approval from IMYM


SYF Co-Clerks



TYNAN GACY (Boulder), 2015-2017






NAIA TENEROWICZ (Mountain View), 2015-2017
SYF Recording Clerk


Flora Quinby (Boulder), 2015-2016

YAF Co-Clerks



ELIZABETH LINTON (Boulder), 2015-2016






DAMON MOTZ-STOREY (Mountain View), 2015-2016

Program Working Group

Program Working Group Clerks

Paula Palmer (Boulder), 2014-2017






Paula VanDusen (Mountain View), 2014-2015





Pam Gilchrist (Santa Fe), 2015-2017

Interest Groups/ Seminars Coord.
Todd Hierlmaier (Albuquerque), 2013-2016

Worship Sharing Coordinator

Barb Stephens (Boulder), 2011-2015





Ba Wise (Boulder), 2015-2018

SYF Rep. to Prog. WG


Flora Quinby (Boulder), through 5/2016

THISTLE MACKINNEY (Pacific Yearly Meeting), 6/2016-5/2017



ADRIANA PUENTE-REINHARDT (Tempe), 6/16-5/17-

alt.

YAF Rep. to Prog. WG


Jon Rex (Pima), 2015-2017

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Finance Committee Clerk


Bob Schroeder (Tempe), 10/2014-2016
Finance Committee Regional Representatives

AHYM




Vance Marshall (Phoenix), 2013-2016

CRM




Kevin Slick (Boulder), 2013-2016

NMRM




Bettina Raphael (Santa Fe), 2015-2018

Utah Friends



VACANT
SYF Representative to Finance Committee  
FLORA QUINBY (Boulder), 
DELEGATES COMMITTEE

Clerk of Delegates Committee
 

Chris Viavant (Salt Lake City), 2013-2016
Representative to Friends Peace Team

Vickie Aldrich (Las Cruces), 2013-2016

Representatives to Friends Gen’l Conf.

Andrew Banks (Mountain View), 10/2013-9/2016






Martha Roberts (Mountain View), 10/2012-9/2016






David Nachman (Tempe), 10/2014-9/2017 – Nom.Com.
Representatives to Western Friend Board
Judith Streit (Mountain View), 10/1/2013-9/30/2016







Regina Renee Ward (Mountain View), 10/1/2013-






9/30/2015







Charlene Weir (Salt Lake City), 6/15/2015-9/30/2017







Solomon Smilack (Mountain View), 10/1/2012-6/15/2015







Irene Webb (Santa Fe), 6/15/2015-9/30/2018







KELSEY KENNEDY (Boulder), 10/1/2016-9/30/2019

Representatives to FWCC


Laura Peterson (CRM), 1/2014-1/2017







Bonnie Fraser (AHYM), 1/2014-1/2017






Robert Pierson (NMYM), 1/2015-1/2018






VACANT (Utah Friends) 1/2014-1/2017

Cheryl Speir-Phillips (Gila), 1/2014-1/2017-IMYM alternate 

Representatives to Friends Committee on 
Connie Crawford (NMRM), 4/2015-10/2019
National Legislation



Tom Vaughan (NMRM), 10/2015-10/2018







Paula Van Dusen (CRM), 10/2014-10/2016







Damon Motz-Storey (CRM), 4/2014-4/2016






Bill Hobson (AHYM),10/2011-10/2014









VACANT (Utah Friends), 1/2013-1/2013

American Friends Service Committee

Anna Darrah (NMRM), 10/2014-10/2017







Bill Durland (CRM), 10/2013-10/2015






Steve Thomas (CRM), 6/2015-6/2017






Jane Kroesen (AHYM), 10/2012-10/2015







VACANT (Utah Friends), 10/2012-10/2015

PEACE AND SERVICE COMMITTEE

Peace and Service Committee Clerk

Jamie Newton (Gila), 2013-2016

WATCHING COMMITTEE

Watching Committee Clerk


Peter Anderson (Durango), 2014-2015







VACANT, 2016-2016







PETER ANDERSON (Durango), 2016-2017

SYF Reps. to Watching Committee

TYNAN GACY (Boulder), 2015-2016







JAMIE WYETH (Pima), 2015-2016 – alt.
PROCEDURES COMMITTEE

Clerk of Procedures Committee


David Nachman (Tempe), 2013-2016

FAITH AND PRACTICE COMMITTEE

Clerk of Faith and Practice


Barb Stephens (Boulder), 2013-2015







VACANT, 2015-2018
COMMITTEE ON SUFFERINGS

Clerk of Committee on Sufferings

Mary Burton Riseley (Gila), 2015-2018

_______________________________________________________________________________

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Allen Winchester (Santa Fe), co-clerk, 2015-2018

Charlene Weir, (Salt Lake City), recording clerk, 2015-2018

Ross Worley, Durango

Marilyn Hayes, Boulder






Cheryl Speir-Phillips, Gila






Charlene Weir, Salt Lake City

Gretchen Reinhardt, Tempe (through rise of IMYM 2015)

Nancy Dolphin, Tempe (to take Gretchen’s place)
Sarah Callbeck, Colorado Springs
Jennifer Ollman, Pima

Gail and Jim Hoffman, Mountain View (outgoing co-clerks)


Attachment #40
Junior Young Friends Epistle

Hello Friends, 

We the Junior Young Friends (24 strong) have had a great time at IMYM and we would love to share some of our favorite memories with you.

This week at IMYM, every morning we had anchor groups. Anchor groups are small groups of people, where we have several queries that we can choose from and answer if we feel lead.  Some of the JYFs joined the SYFs and some adults for the Intergenerational worship sharing. Everyone who participated really enjoyed it.

We also joined the SYFs for the listening session, although sad, it was still very enlightening.

When Diego Navarro, the keynote speaker, and Kylin joined us, we had fun playing The Big Wind Blows, and experiencing an awareness exercise.

For many activities the community of IMYM was bonded closer.  During the dancing, friends were able to learn more about each other.  At the campfire multiple friends became one.

Over the last week, we have enlarged our teamwork skills.  For the ropes courses we used our teamwork skills to assure the safety of others. At the waterfront we used teamwork to control the boats on the water.

At IMYM the JYFs spent a lot of time at the cantina. Among the activities we liked best were group games.  The JYFs have a great sense of community, so that’s why we liked to hang out at the cantina.  The cantina was filled with great people so that’s why we are comfortable there. Overall, the cantina is a great place for the JYFs in the community.

Hikes are a great way for JYFs to connect with the Spirit.  The JYFs liked going up Box Canyon and Chimney Rock as they felt in tune with nature. The hikes helped us reflect with ourselves as we walked.

By the end of the week we had learned so much about each other and ourselves. We diversified our knowledge about Quaker values and can’t wait till next year! Thank you for making Inter Mountain Yearly meeting such a great place to be.

Sincerely,

Junior Young Friends

Co-Clerks: Rafa Grenier, Charlotte Whitney, Stella Lovelady 

Recording Clerk: Camila Espinosa-Short.

Attachment # 41
Epistle from Senior Young Friends

Often pain and adversity divide us as a community and the Quaker process grinds to a halt. This year we came together in the wake of a great tragedy; we lost a cherished member of our community, Brianna Wells, this past December. When we arrived in Ghost Ranch, NM, we hung up a wind chime in memory of Bri, so that every time the wind blew, we knew she was with us. The melodic ring of the wind chime was a near constant sound, seeing as this has been an unusually stormy week in New Mexico. 

Rain in the high desert is both a blessing and a curse, bringing both the water that keeps the entire desert ecosystem alive, and causing destructive erosion and flooding. To watch a storm at Ghost Ranch is to watch life flow into the parched ground, to be buffeted by wind and dust, and to watch the sky grow dark. The incredible scene surrounding us reflected our inner landscapes as we mourned the loss of Bri but rejoiced in having come together once again.

This year, the Senior Young Friends were graced by Diego Navarro’s presence. In his years of working with young Friends he has discovered that a leading/inkling often comes with a feeling of profound discomfort. Pain is the constant companion of growth, just as the desert cannot survive without disruptive storms. His words helped us discern the relationship between pain and the leadings that shape our lives; he provided us with even deeper insight in his Keynote Address. 

There were, however, breaks in the clouds, and we enjoyed every drop of sunshine to its fullest. On Monday, we enjoyed the beautiful weather as we kayaked, canoed, swam, and cliff-jumped on Lake Abiquiu. Our spirits were as buoyant as our life jackets as we played the day away. 

On the following day, two of our Friendly Adult Presences, Erica and Andrew, led us in teambuilding exercises that offered transformative insight into Quaker process. This year, we had the pleasure of welcoming a young friend from PYM, Thistle, who accompanied Diego in his journey at IMYM. As angry clouds rolled in during our teambuilding, Thistle frolicked through the rain and reminded us of the Light in the storm. 

On Thursday night, we gathered in our common area to remember Brianna. We sat for three hours in the candlelight, sharing our love and grief. We could have spent the whole night reflecting on her life, but soon the silence dissolved into singing and a spontaneous hug circle. We realized that pain is a part of the healing process, and that crying among friends is, in fact, a sign of strength. We shared our grief and healing with the wider meeting in the listening session we orchestrated the next day.

The SYF group is notorious among the greater yearly meeting for sleeping very little. We lived up to our reputation by beginning our SYF worship sharing at 10 PM and staying up every night until the wee hours of the morning, playing games, laughing together, star gazing, and forming closer bonds both as individuals and as a community. Worship sharing has been cited by countless SYFs as one of the most meaningful and enlightening experiences of IMYM. The joy and hilarity only increased as the hours ticked by, and the clouds dissipated once again, allowing us a perfect view of the flawless night sky.

Our strengthened cohesion as a community became apparent during our business meetings. We experienced an uncharacteristic surge of productivity, and our decisions on annual business were made with little contention and great unity. We chose two new co-clerks, a new Friendly Adult Presence, and selected members for multiple committees, not as a collection of disparate parts, but as a harmonious whole. 

This week we shared rain and sun, laughter and tears, joy and sorrow. Our time together passed all too quickly, but the memories and love we shared will last us a lifetime.

With love and hope,

The Senior Young Friends of Inter-Mountain Yearly Meeting

P.S. to Strawberry Creek Meeting:

Please send Thistle back next year. She’s awesome.
Attachment # 42
Minute from Senior Young Friends
Not available at this time.
�








3  See, for example, Brave Heart, M.Y.Y., 2004, “The historical trauma response among Natives and its relationship to substance abuse: A Lakota illustration.” In E. Nebelkppf & M. Phillips, Eds., Healing and Mental Health for Native Americans: Speaking in Red, pp. 7-18. Walnut Creek: Alta Mira Press. Also Cole, Nadine, 2006, “Trauma and the American Indian.” In Witko, Tawa M. (Ed.), Mental Health Care for Urban Indians: Clinical insights from Native practitioners, pp. 115-130. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association, xii. Also Brown-Rice, Kathleen, 2013, “Examining the Theory of Historical Trauma Among Native Americans,” The Professional Counselor, Vol. 3, No. 3, pp. 117–130.














“It would go a long way to caution and direct people in their use of the world, that they were better studied and knowing in the Creation of it. For how could [they] find the confidence to abuse it, while they should see the great Creator stare them in the face, in all and every part of it?”


William Penn, 1693














� Robert Griswold’s “The Quaker Pilgrim’s Progress: Seven Key Words Plus One” has provided a structure (and footnote quotes) for shared reflection on our communal progress on this particular corporate journey, approved June 14, 2014.


� “I did discern my own thoughts, groans and sighs, and what it was that did veil me… and could not give up self to die by the  Cross, the power of God...” George Fox  … In other words, if you’re in charge, you’re in trouble. Notice that Hicks recognizes that even “doing good” can be a part of the wrong path.


� An experience of Divine Reality can change us from fearful, wounded, and lost people into a safe, healing and compassionate people on a meaningful journey. We must have this experience to know we are at home in the world and at peace. It isn’t good enough to think we’ve found the path, or to believe we have found the path, or to hope we have found the path. We have to find the path and stay on it. And, to have this experience we have to stop and wait and be silent, inside as well as outside. …  Early Friends spoke of being “convinced.” What did they mean by that? Convincing, or being convinced, or convincement (as it was often expressed) sounds like the outcome of a debate or an argument before a jury leading to the acceptance of a doctrine. This understanding doesn’t make much sense for we know that a key part of the spiritual life of early Friends was the avoidance of creeds or formal doctrines. What happened to early Friends was something entirely different. They were convinced first that they were in a condition that needed to be changed and second by the power and force of their own experience of the Inner Light. They were shaken, moved to tears, and, yes, quaked. It was this experience that caused them to be convinced, not the intellectual absorption of a doctrine.


�  Covenant  is “a promise of the heart to perfect a relationship to Divine Reality. It says, “I will stay open to what is so that I can live what I am.”  … “We know that each person must find the nature of their condition for themselves and come to a new life by their own experience. We cannot coerce them to that experience. Our task is to live our half of the relationship with others as a reflection of the covenant we have with the Divine. This covenant blesses us and so our relation with others must be a blessing as well.”


� “The discipline needed is the discipline of Quaker practice known as ‘good order’ or ‘Gospel order”. There are two kinds of discipline needed – personal discipline and group discipline. Our outrageous aim as Quakers is to discern the Truth of the universe – Reality – and align ourselves with that Truth. We won’t come close to that goal without discipline.” …  “Silence helps us let go of that ‘I’ wisdom that keeps us from Divine wisdom. Listen again to Isaac Penington.


Therefore take heed of the fleshly wisdom; take heed of thine own understanding; take


heed of thy reasoning or disputing; for these are the weapons wherewith the witness is 


slain. That wisdom must be destroyed, and that understanding brought to naught, and 


thou become a child, and learn as a child if ever thou know the things of God. “


� “Discernment requires that our leadings, callings, prophecies, proposed actions, ministries, service, witnessing all be subjected to a discernment process with others.” … “Unless we have practiced the disciplines of patience and humility we can lay no claim to discernment.”


� “If we have freed ourselves from the deceptions of our egos and discerned a path for ourselves with others, we must embrace our authority. This authority is an authority to love and the world desperately needs to be authoritatively loved. To shrink from the exercise of this authority is to fail a vital step of our development as Friends. Only when we are clear that this authority is working in our meetings can we hope to be part of a beloved community.”





� Kabarak Call to Peace and Eco-Justice, 2012, p. 1
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