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Intermountain Yearly Meeting
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Part I.   State of the Meeting Reports in alphabetical order (as received by 06 07/15)

These State of Meeting Reports have been received by the IMYM Clerk as of the date given above.

· Albuquerque Monthly Meeting

· Boulder Monthly Meeting

· Colorado Springs Monthly Meeting

· Durango Monthly Meeting

· El Paso Monthly Meeting

· Flagstaff Monthly Meeting

· Fort Collins Monthly Meeting

· Gila Monthly Meeting
· Las Cruces Friends Meeting

· Mexico City Monthly Meeting (esp)

· Mexico City Monthly Meeting (eng)

· Moab Monthly Meeting

· Mountain View Monthly Meeting

· Phoenix Monthly Meeting

· Pima Monthly Meeting

· Salt Lake Monthly Meeting

· Santa Fe Monthly Meeting

· Tempe Monthly Meeting

State of the Meeting:
Albuquerque Monthly Meeting – 2014

At the conclusion of 2014, we found ourselves longing for a gathered sense of being whole, a balance between outward testimony and inward spiritual life.

In some ways we have become more engaged and outspoken.  We minuted our unity on topics from local police conduct to the militarization of our wilderness and from issues concerning sanctuary and refugees and immigrants at our borders to the situation in Palestine.   We wrote a traveling minute for a Friend to carry our concerns to Washington, D.C.  Our Peace and Social Concerns committee hosted films, speakers and discussions and set up a new section on our website dedicated to opportunities for Friends’ action and involvement.  Our New Jim Crow Study Group explored mass incarceration and the continued marginalization of people of color.  Friends have taken action locally to support mental health and prison reform, and we sponsored one Friend to attend the Prisons & Violence Workshop at the Ben Lomond Quaker Center.

In other ways, we have shown our loving care for each other and the community.  Our urban garden fed people in our neighborhood and provided us with much joy in its planting and care.  In summer Friends enjoyed “Friendly 8s” dinners and the Gallup Worship Group hosted its annual campout.  We comforted a Friend and his family after his wife’s death.  We helped another member find clearness to relocate closer to family in her old age.  We miss those who have left us, even when we are able to wish them well.  

Not every attempt at help ends well.  Oversight and Counsel has handled several difficult matters this year and continues to seek ways to help those whose needs seem beyond our Strength and Light.  But we have also attempted to confront some issues that have overshadowed our community in the past.  As part of our struggle to find a shared understanding, Friends compiled and presented to Meeting a chronology of our actions regarding an attender who was a known sex offender.  We reaffirmed our commitment to address known issues of meetinghouse accessibility and safety.  An incident where feelings were hurt led us to reexamine our actions and attitudes about transgender and reassert our commitment to inclusivity and “that of God in everyone.”

Weekly worship and monthly business meeting are well attended.  Worship sharing meets once a month, and we schedule mid-week opportunities for worship and sharing.  We have a new Full Circle Sharing group and an Experiment with Light group, based on Rex Ambler’s practice.  Some challenges with worship seem perpetual – like how to encourage Friends to arrive in a timely manner, or debates about whether worship is diminished – or enhanced – by monthly readings from the Advices and Queries or by the many notices at the rise of Meeting.  Strong feelings make clear that Friends care deeply about their worship!

About a dozen people attended the spring “Introduction to Quakerism” and many more browsed the book table.  Our Readings in Quakerism series covered a wide range of Friend’ writings.  Forty students and some teachers visited us from a local high school at their request.  We introduced them to Friends’ history and practices through videos from FGC/Quaker Speak.  This was a novel experience for us all—a kind of non-proselytizing outreach – and we have the chance to learn and grow since they plan to visit us again!

Through the good work of our Treasurer and Finance Committee, our finances are healthy.  We have simplified and clarified our accounting while establishing reserve funds for future capital expenses.  Besides organizing work days to maintain the meetinghouse, Building and Grounds replaced the fading carpet that had served for the past 30 years, and we are looking at options for meeting our minuted need to improve our space.
New members and attenders say that we are a strong Meeting capable of new growth.  They bring life to our Meeting, as do young Friends – 15 or so in toddler, elementary and JYF programs.  They show us grace and leaven our Meeting with their presence, spirit and laughter.

Still, we also feel strains within our community.  Some feel we are too distracted by busyness, divided by the number of issues clamoring for our attention.  Some feel saddened that the very calls to witness have sometimes become a source of division and disharmony.  Some feel alienated and disappear from the community while other grow weary from the tensions.   We long for a gathered sense of Meeting, the movement of the Spirit among us, where our personal life, our corporate life, our inward witness and outward witness all align in Love.

2015 State of the Meeting Report -

Boulder Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends

The last year (2014-2015) in the life of Boulder Meeting, as in many of our lives, was a bit unsettled and unsettling, as well as gratifying in many ways. We have dealt with conflicts surrounding a number of topics and issues, and we have worked to heal those conflicts. This process continues to strengthen our beloved community and our relationships. We believe this growth would not have been attained without those conflicts and healing work. As a result, we are looking to be more grounded in the coming year.

Quality of Worship and Spiritual Ministry

Our Ministry and Worship Committee has been discussing the difference between ministry and sharing, and safeguarding the quality of ministry. This committee has had difficulty in maintaining a willing convenor, and has struggled with a lack of unity regarding how the committee should function, as well as what its focus and goals should be. Nominating committee helped find a Friend to step in as convenor, and there has been some growth. Some of these issues have been addressed in program hours, and there are plans for a new spiritual formation program and other solutions to some of the issues. 

Our Adult Education Committee regularly holds program hours after rise of Meeting (except during the summer months); these programs have ranged from individuals’ spiritual journeys, to chanting workshops, to other discussions about issues important to the Meeting community.  As part of our conflict resolution work, we included program hours related to non-adversarial communication, and two workshops of 3 hours each regarding “Cleansing the Conflict in Meeting”. We are practicing listening to each others’ needs so we can find strategies to reach reconciliation. Our monthly newsletter, The Miscellany, has a strong editor and advisory committee; it is assembled by a strong and stable committee. Our library has a variety of books, DVDs and CDs available on Quaker-related subjects, including the recorded spiritual journeys of many our members and attenders, which are frequently checked out.

We have offered financial support to our members and attenders who needed assistance to attend regional, state, and local Quaker gatherings and Quaker sponsored events, including FGC, IMYM, Mountain Friends Camp, Colorado Regional, and Quaker Women’s Retreat. These events deepen the Quaker values of the individuals who can attend and strengthens our meeting. We also provide scholarships to students who are in full-time post-secondary programs. This year, we have supported 5 students.

Our Religious Education Committee works with our young Friends, offering a Quaker curriculum combined with play, crafts, and loving support. Our “Secret Friends” program was popular as ever, as was our inter-generational potluck; these help create relationships between adult Friends and some of our younger Friends. JYF and SYF have participated in twice-monthly discussions on Quaker and personal values, including a discussion for SYF regarding registering for Selective Service, other options and consequences. We are working to incorporate our SYFs more closely into the life of the Meeting; one SYF has convened a committee during much of the last year and another has volunteered for the Library Committee.

Fellowship hosted two potlucks (Easter and Christmas), helped with some of our fundraising potlucks and memorial meetings, and provided meals for IMYM’s Planning Committee. Fellowship was able to increase their numbers this year, which lightens the work for all. Our Grief and Bereavement Committee held three memorial meetings for members who have passed in the last year, including Nancy Kraushaar, Mary Bolles, Bud McMullen, and Martin Cobin. On a more joyous note, we have welcomed two new members, and celebrated their memberships with a dessert potluck. Oversight & Membership also continued its role of maintaining contact with Friends thought to be in need, coordinating their work with the Service Committee.

During our spring series of discussion potlucks in private homes, groups of 8 to 10 gathered for fellowship and to contemplate and discuss the queries, 

· “How well do the meeting’s finances and spending decisions reflect our corporate testimonies? What does this even mean?
· “Is the meeting able to make spiritually-grounded decisions about money? Is it even appropriate to seek spiritual unity on financial matters? If not, then how should we as a meeting make such decisions?

· “How can I lay aside my own wishes and prejudices about money while seeking with others to find God’s will for us?”

Challenges

Among other things, several committees, including Ministry and Worship, had difficulty maintaining convenors and in agreeing on their primary mission and purpose. Some differences in our views of Quaker process have created difficulties in reaching unity on issues. We have worked toward resolution of differences in our views on the use of money. In establishing a new building use policy, we discovered some basic disagreements about the balance between protection of our assets (including our meeting house) and openness to our community, both internal and external. As a result, we have found that we need to be sure that we are each speaking our truths, so that our disagreements can be aired and we can find how way opens, while honoring each of our opinions. The work we have done with conflict has helped us move in a positive direction.

Our Building and Grounds Committee has been blessed with dedicated and energetic committee members, as well as help from a number of individuals who are not on the committee. After working to resolve some conflicts, they were able to proceed with replacing the carpeting in the Meetinghouse.  They also rewrote the building use policy. They facilitated three work days, which was an opportunity for fellowship as well as work.

Our Web Advisory Committee found itself challenged by the failure of our website; this resulted in tighter recovery procedures. The website has been updated and redesigned to be mobile-friendly, and new content pages have been added, highlighting our outreach in Togo and to offer information for people who want to pursue membership.

Witness to Friends’ Testimonies

In addition to the projects outlined above, much of our service has focused on the needs of the local homeless population and the practical needs of our Meeting community. We supported several agencies related to the homeless and emergency outreach, collected socks for the homeless, had a “mitten tree” for Pine Ridge Reservation, supported several different families with holiday gifts and support, and provided over-the-counter medications and hygiene products.

Our Indigenous Peoples Concerns Committee has worked to help deepen our understanding of how history has contributed to racism and oppression of Native American peoples. To that effect, we supported various Native grassroots organizations, the UN initiative for the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the annual Sand Creek Massacre Healing Run, the local Toward Right Relationship project and the work of the Native American Rights Fund.

Our Peace and Social Justice Committee has helped support 17 organizations that are peace and/or social justice oriented (and that have some relationship with our Meeting). The Committee also has been a primary source of information and opportunities for involvement of our community in peace and justice work.

Participation in the life of the Meeting

We currently have 133 members and approximately 45 regular attenders.

In summary, we continue to strengthen our beloved community and our relationships between all of our members and attenders. Our worship continues to deepen, as does our witness to Friends’ testimonies. We seek to find balance between differing polarities, to listen and speak with open hearts and minds, to recognize and strengthen our gifts, and to unify with each other in finding way that will open.

Submitted by Bill Moninger, Clerk, and Gale Toko-Ross, Associate Clerk

Accepted:  April 12, 2015

Colorado Springs Monthly Meeting 

State of the Meeting Report

The Colorado Springs Religious Society of Friends continues to prosper in the search for the Truth. After more than 50 years as a Meeting, we moved into our Meeting House in May, 2012. We remain of modest size but continue to slowly grow and contribute to the greater Quaker and Peace communities. 

Presently we have 16 members, about 16 attenders and 3 junior members and/or attenders. We are heartened that the number of visitors has increased and a few of those have become regular attenders. Two members transferred their membership and one withdrew.

Children and Young Friends are infrequent attenders. However, we do have a well stocked First Day School room and teachers ready to teach. We look forward to the time when we have a more vigorous First Day School program. Our adult Religious Education program recently began studying The Essential Elias Hicks by Paul Buckley.

We have monthly work days and have continued landscaping our yard during those days. Our corner is looking better and better.

Other activities include: supporting Bill and Genie Durland’s sojourn to Pendle Hill.  They were invited to be Friends in Residence for the Spring term.  Bill and Genie have also produced several plays for reader’s theater that have been well received by the community. The latest play is a parody on Old Testament violence and how it fed into modern Middle East conflicts. In November we enjoyed Soup and Sharing. Held in a Friend’s home, it was well attended. Our queries were “Why I am a Quaker, Why do I come to Meeting and What has Quakerism contributed to our community?” It was an evening that brought local Friends closer together. Several participated in our 5th Sunday Occasional Book Club. In May we hosted a reader’s theater performance of “Seeds of Change: Toward Right Relationship with America’s Native Peoples.” Several members of our meeting took part. It is our pleasure to support the Sunrise Garden community project designed to bring together the local neighborhood and friends struggling with mental illness. We are very excited that our Meeting has come to unity about committing to the first stage of the QuakerQuest, a program developed by Friends General Conference that is a “A dynamic and transformative inreach and outreach process based on the experience that the Quaker way is a spiritual path for our time that is simple, radical, and contemporary.” 

We continue to prosper and benefit from the many talents and contributions of Friends. We look forward to continued growth and Spiritual Light in the coming year.
The State of Durango Monthly Meeting
Approved by Monthly Meeting 04/05/15

A year ago our Meeting carefully considered together the ways we might become a more vibrant Friends community. A year later, some Friends sense an increase of meaningful, spirit-led engagement, fellowship and service, both within the Meeting and as individuals, in ways small and larger. The state or condition of a Meeting – “how the truth has prospered amongst you…” -- like the condition of an individual, is known by listening to the inward nature of Spirit and to the outward expressions of that Spirit.

The Meeting’s calendar is full. Sunday mornings see fifteen or so Friends joined in worship, followed by a time for discussion, worship sharing or business. Worship closes with the silent circle of clasped hands and quiet appreciation of one another. Twice monthly that circle opens with our small group of young people sharing their First Day explorations of values and the Bible. Friends found particular importance in the Compassionate Listening workshop led by Boulder Friend Julia Halaby, whose roots remain in our Meeting’s soil. Friendly dinners this winter have rekindled our fellowship energies, and the summer picnic shows signs of becoming tradition. A series of films on social justice and stewardship topics, provided by Peace and Social Concerns, gave us summertime stimulation. As always, birthday celebrations and potlucks enliven our fellowship.

Several new attenders are becoming familiar faces as they find their way into the Meeting community. Meeting lost one member and one long-time attender to death. Under the careful guidance of the Care and Counsel Committee, one non-resident member was released from membership and three other non-resident members transferred to new Quaker homes. One member continues her studies at Earlham School of Religion, where she led a group of seminarians on pilgrimage to India.

Meetings for Worship for Business are minded faithfully by a dozen or so Friends. The draft IMYM Minute to Affirm the UN Declaration for the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and to Repudiate the Doctrine of Christian Discovery were adopted. Besides ongoing support of Friends’ organizations and community charities, the Meeting makes special, joyful  effort to support individual leadings, including funding special needs of GED and first-generation college students, contributing to one member’s commitment to a Nepalese children’s home and the law studies of one of its graduates, and new this year, supporting an attender’s program to introduce AVP to a Colorado prison. Other commitments include Mountain Friends Camp, Torreon (NM) Community Alliance and Quaker Earthcare Witness. A new website was created and an internet policy was adopted. Durango Friends continue to explore how best to put the web presence to use. A library of job descriptions is being created to guide our nomination process. After a trial period, it was agreed to hold Sunday morning discussions after Worship rather than before. A larger Peace and Social Concerns Committee has brought a number of opportunities and events to Friends. A few members engage in regional and yearly meeting service. 

The inward state of our meeting is measured by the shared expression of each member’s personal belief that this is “where I will stand to live my life and witness my testimonies, what I intend to be.” And only each of us can say how the Meeting “covers my faith and my expressions of that faith.” Those of us who worship together regularly are strengthened by the special trust shared among spiritual friends. Some of us pursue openings of outreach, others provide comfort and clearness, or cheerfully tend to the routine. The Spirit moves among us to soften hearts and see new ways, and we seek to listen and be mindful. But we know that it is important to be present – at the center of the Meeting the Spirit feels warm and strong.

El Paso Monthly Meeting
 State of the Meeting – January 2015

Our focus has been on planning for the 2015 Regional gathering, in cooperation with Las Cruces Meeting.  We hope to welcome Friends from the region, enjoy fellowship with them, and share with them many facets of border life. 

We have eight members who live in El Paso as well as three faithful, active attenders.  Four other members live out of town.  We were saddened to learn of the divorce of Phyllis Caves and James Christopher Rawley, who were married under the care of this meeting in 2000.  We continue to meet weekly at 10:00 AM at Jim Tolbert’s home, 2701 Frankfort, and we get together for lunch when the month contains a fifth Sunday

We decided to discontinue our telephone answering service and Yellow Pages listing in the interest of economy and because our continually upgraded internet presence shows those who may be looking for us a more informative and up-to-date picture of who we are.  We are on Facebook under “El Paso Quakers” (http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/El-Paso-Quakers/217594744962434?fref=ts). We continue to have our advertisement in the churches section of the El Paso Times.  Our online newsletter, Friendly Persuasion, keeps us informed of activities in the meeting and in the wider community.  We have added Internet Clerk to our roster of offices.

We meet at 9 AM on the first Sunday of each month for an educational program and discussion.  Most recently we have studied Friends’ traditional testimonies, using a publication from AFSC as a starting point.  

Some of us have participated in activities in the wider Quaker world, whether they are visits to Las Cruces Meeting or attendance at Yearly Meeting or the national meeting of FCNL.  These visits have enriched those who attended and the rest of us who learned of their experiences. Both Jim Tolbert and Autumn Holder have been involved in an ecumenical group to discuss moral injury among veterans.  Jim Tolbert has continued to represent us monthly at the Southern New Mexico/El Paso Interfaith Alliance.  John Russell worked as a counselor at Mountain Friends Camp.  Dee Cameron writes book reviews for Friends Journal.

Locally we marched in the Gay Pride Parade, and individuals were active in various movements: wiser use of natural resources, the abolition of the death penalty, and a more environmentally-oriented El Paso.  One of us participated in an Alternatives to Violence Project weekend led in El Paso by Las Cruces Friend Vicki Aldrich.  We witness to the tenets of peace, equality, community and simplicity in various ways in our daily lives—by doing Quakerly things individually, by witnessing to the many “families” of which we are a part in the community.

State of the Meeting Report for 2014

Flagstaff Friends Meeting
Our meeting is spiritually healthy, as evidenced by our passion for God and Quakerism. Friends continue to feel spiritual connections and renewal during meeting for worship. We have felt more spiritually guided, which has led to an increase in ministry during meeting for worship. A fifth Sunday Meeting for Healing has provided opportunity for individuals to share on a deeply personal level and to hold each other in the Light.  

Members and attenders express their willingness to serve the meeting through committee work, participation in fall and spring work days, monthly contributions and service to the food bank, and weekly hospitality at the rise of meeting. Friends, including some of our youth, continue to be involved on a regional level, taking on leadership roles at IMYM and AHYM.  We see this as impressive for the size of our Meeting. Flagstaff Friends remain active in working with those in our meeting who have spiritual, physical and emotional needs. In 2014 we were able to donate to Mountain Friends Camp, Flagstaff Shelter Services and additional funds to Flagstaff Food Bank because of a budget surplus.
Our desire to learn and grow spiritually has been evident in the past year. Friends have had opportunities for spiritual and community growth through a variety of adult education worship groups. These series were inspired by leadings of individuals within our meeting, and were ways to strengthen our Quaker beliefs and values. The spring/winter retreat continues to be an important part of our spiritual growth and was well attended. There has been widespread use of the library, as well as Quaker journals and periodicals. The planned readings during Meeting for Worship have been well received and appreciation is often expressed at the close of worship. Our education committee has continued to arrange guest presentations on select potluck Sundays and they have been well attended. 

Our Flagstaff Friends’community continues to grow. Formalization of our ongoing relationship with the Verde Valley Worship Group began in 2014, which has increased our connection, communication and support with/of them.  There was a wedding under the care of the meeting for the first time in many years. It was a unifying, rejuvenating and learning process that involved many people in our community. Through introspection and the Quaker process we spent time discerning what it means to be “under the care of.”   

We continue to grow through regular events such as the annual Christmas party, second Sunday potluck and Wednesday evening fellowship. We see a growing attendance at our meetings for worship and the meetings for Worship for Business. Sharing during introductions has helped us to know one another more deeply. We have had grown in membership with one attender applying for membership, and two attenders transferring their memberships to Flagstaff Monthly Meeting.  We have made contact with everyone in our directory and redistributed the updates. The newsletter continues to be a way for those near and far to follow the pulse of the meeting, and contributions by individuals provide introspection and inspiration. The education committee developed a new “welcome brochure” which is available for newcomers. We have made efforts to encourage sharing to be clear and heard by all with signs individuals can hold that read, “Please Speak Up.”

While we feel our meeting is strong, there is always room for further growth.  We would like to establish a presence in the greater Flagstaff community. There is a desire for a stronger children’s program, but we are also at a loss for how to achieve it. We see the mid-week fellowship meeting as an opportunity for further growth of our community.  We would like to work on making more intentional connections with all members and attenders, both past and present, to continue strengthening our community.  

2014 State of the Meeting Report 

Fort Collins Monthly Meeting
Our Meeting maintains a lively Quaker presence in Northern Colorado with 46 adult members, which includes 7 members associated with the Rapid City, S.D. Worship Group. On a typical First Day Meeting for Worship we see about 20 adult Friends and 1 to 3 of our 10 children.

In June we held a memorial service for Luana Heikes, 67, who had been a First Day School teacher to more than a decade of young Friends, helping them thrive as they grew from toddlers to strong adolescents. A long-time attender of our meeting and a member of our Religious Education Committee, Luana was always ready with ideas and materials for crafts, Bible stories, Quaker testimonies, and lots of love and hugs. We will miss her greatly.

During 2014, several of our members moved out of northern Colorado. The Brenner family moved to Worchester, Massachusetts in June. Karen Fleming moved to Savannah, Georgia in November. The Arslanian family moved to Olympia, Washington. A number of our members live out of our area: a couple in different places in Colorado, and others in Arizona, California, Kentucky, and Virginia. We clarified the status of three individuals and removed them from our membership list. Jed Shively joined as a new young adult member of our meeting during 2014. 

Ministry and Counsel continued to care for the spiritual needs of our meeting, helped to host the Colorado Regional Meeting's spring gathering, and provided financial support for Friends to attend larger Quaker gatherings such as Colorado Regional Meeting and InterMountain Yearly Meeting. Ministry and Counsel also exchanged letters with our Friends in Rapid City to discern what our roles and relationships are and should be.

Besides holding regular First Day School activities for our young friends, our Religious Education Committee organized a daylong ski trip to Snowy Range Ski Resort in late January, an adult education series, "Quakerism in Daily Life", in April, and an August weekend camping trip on the Poudre River. 

A group of young Friends spent a day in November in the mountains at Emily Northam's cabin, exploring, baking, and having fun. Older Young Friends participated again in a local Homeless Gear Initiative in May.

We continue to support a Community Garden on our property, which also shelters a chicken coop and cooperative. The care for the chickens is provided by our caretaker, members of the immediate neighborhood and our First Day schoolers, who are happy to help visit and feed the birds each week. Diana Zweygardt built a cairn or apacheta in the garden - a circular stone structure following the four cardinal directions, as a way of honoring the Earth, to remember plant and animal species that have become extinct, to honor loved ones, to send out our intentions for the restoration of the Earth, and to enter into a state of gratitude remembering that all life is interconnected.

Our Buildings and Grounds Committee sponsored two outdoor workdays to help care for the building and spruce up the landscaping around our property, and helped Shane Zweygardt, our caretaker, with other repairs and improvements to the Meetinghouse. We finished our landscaping work and installed new bike rack.

Our Fundraising Committee coordinated monthly crafts-making sessions, to provide crafts to sell at our December holiday crafts fair and provide a wonderful way for young and old Friends getting together to learn from and enjoy each other's company. This year's fair's theme was Endangered Species. Many items were crafted from beautiful materials depicting endangered animals. The committee also organized a Gourmet Dinner and silent auction in November, which provided great food, fellowship and raised additional funds. 

An adult discussion group started in 2012, now called our Meeting for Learning, continues to meet every fourth Sunday to discuss different writings and testimonies of Friends, both historical and contemporary.

From the peace and social justice fund established by the late Jeanne Nash in 2011, we gave grants to ProNica (a Quaker relief fund in Nicaragua), Faith Family Hospitality, and to Mike Gray to help buy a van to support his ministry, and to Shari Due towards her film project "Watering the West".

In February, our meeting became a support congregation for Faith, Family, Hospitality, a Fort Collins interfaith program providing temporary housing and support for families facing homelessness in northern Larimer County. Twenty-four faith communities open their buildings or provide support to congregations with buildings, and work together to provide overnight housing and hospitality for up to four families a week at a time on a rotating basis. About once every three months we supported these families and volunteers at Trinity Lutheran Church, when the guest families stayed there, providing three weeks of support and meals during 2014.

Our Meeting continues to act as a clearing house for contributions to Mike Gray's ongoing ministry. Mike works with the Lakota and Seri peoples, supporting the work camp tradition among Friends. During the winter months he helps Seri artisans (who provide an important source of income for their community) to market and sell their carvings, basketry and jewelry. He has escorted about 300 people in five different art trips from Mexico to the U.S., which brought in $35,000 in sales of crafts. In the summer, Mike worked on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota in conjunction with Earth Tipi, assisting with housing rehabilitation.

Our holiday craft fair featured many items of Seri art which Mike brought up from Mexico, with these proceeds all going back to support their community.

One of the joys of Quakerism lies in the community we find among Friends. This is true not only for our monthly meetings but also for our regional and yearly meetings. Friends from our monthly meeting attended various Quaker events including Colorado Regional Meeting, which was back in Estes Park (moved last year as a result of the September floods) this fall. Friends also attended Intermountain Yearly Meeting, and the Quaker Women’s Retreat. Friends attending these meetings typically returned spiritually renewed and inspired to a new level of activism. A few Friends from our Meeting continue to serve these larger Quaker gatherings; however, with a smaller number of active members and attenders we have had difficulty filling all vacant posts.

We continue to publish a monthly newsletter and distribute it mainly by email, with a decreasing number of paper copies. On our website, FortCollinsQuakers.org, we post meeting news, photos, events, and information about Quaker ideas and practices for the wider community.

In summary, the Fort Collins Monthly Meeting has sustained its active group over the past year.  We continue to strengthen our connection to the surrounding community and through this participation our Meeting continues to grow spiritually. 

Our regular meetings for worship begin at 10 a.m. in our Meeting House on West Vine Drive. We invite all Colorado Friends to worship with us any time, but especially at two dates this August. On Sunday, Aug. 2 we will hold our meeting for worship at Judson Ranch, 851 County Road 76H, in Livermore. The following weekend, we will gather at Mountain Park on the Poudre River for a weekend of tubing, camping, hiking and general hanging out. The campgrounds will open for us on Friday, Aug. 7 at 2 p.m. and will be available through mid-morning Monday, Aug. 10. We will be able to spend a leisurely Sunday, including a Meeting for Worship at 10 a.m., and leave as "way opens." Friends who may not wish to camp are free to come up for the day on Saturday or Sunday and join us in worship and lunch. Our web site shows maps and detailed directions to both of these events.

Respectfully submitted, Greg Shubert, FCMM Clerk, May 2015
Gila Friends Meeting

State of the Meeting March 2015

Gila Friends Meeting continues to meet at the Church of Harmony, 609 Arizona Street, in Silver City, New Mexico on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. This year we were glad to welcome Ken Raven into membership as a convinced Friend, and to welcome the transfer of membership of Jamie Newton from Palo Alto Meeting in Palo Alto, California. With sadness, we report the death of our member Dorothy Eagan in February 2014, and the death of longtime attender Iris Alexander, who moved to Buffalo, New York, some years ago. After a long, thoughtful discernment process, Ruselbusisiwe Quaery withdrew from membership in Gila Monthly Meeting. This brings our member census to 29.

Gila Friends Meeting is trying to adapt to the current reality that Friends seem to have limited strength and light to offer to meet the basic organizational needs of a monthly meeting. Because the Nominating Committee could not find an experienced Friend available to serve as Presiding Clerk, a different individual will serve as Presiding Clerk for each month of 2015 when we will hold a meeting for business. The Adult Religious Education Committee is inactive, so programs are scheduled on an ad hoc basis when a Friend offers to take responsibility for a program. The First Day School Committee is inactive because Gila Meeting has no families with children, to our regret. Our previously inactive Peace and Social Concerns Committee was re-formed this year when three interested Friends came forward to serve, but health conditions and travel among those members have restricted the Committee’s work. Although we have had no Newsletter Editor and therefore no newsletter for a year, a Friend who accepted the newly created position of Electronic Communication Clerk has gifted Gila Friends with an informative newsletter with an engaging, light touch, as well as periodic information bulletins that keep us well-informed on topics of spiritual and social interest. Individual Friends have been active on a variety of concerns, expressing Friends’ values and testimonies in diverse settings and often working with other community organizations, with appreciation and encouragement from the Meeting community. We held our annual Hiroshima Day commemoration in Silver City’s public park, which was attended by Friends and others from the community. Friends hosted a table and display with information about the Religious Society of Friends at Western New Mexico University’s “Bash on Broadway,” an event at the opening of the fall semester that introduces incoming students to community groups and activities. This was a welcome forum for outreach and interesting dialogue enhanced by a large Quaker Oats container filled with oatmeal cookies. With the help of women from Las Cruces Monthly Meeting, Gila Meeting sponsored the New Mexico Friendly Women’s Retreat here in Silver City in March, 2014.

Despite our small numbers, members and attenders are active in the larger world of Friends. Gila Friends serve Intermountain Yearly Meeting as members of several committees. Communication between Gila Meeting and major Friends organizations – the American Friends Service Committee, Friends Committee on National Legislation, Friends World Committee for Consultation, Friends General Conference – is maintained by dedicated representatives and liaisons. One member has traveled to Washington, DC, to hand-deliver letters to senators and congressmembers and to lobby in coordination with FCNL. Another Friend has traveled as an elder in the traveling ministries of Friends General Conference. Another is clerk of a committee of Friends World Committee, Section of the Americas. Several Gila Friends are engaged with projects on the nearby US-Mexico border, and with immigration issues. 

Most members and attenders of Gila Meeting who attend meetings for worship with some regularity are seniors, so it is not surprising that in the past year we have supported each other spiritually and in practical ways through health crises that have included injuries, serious illnesses, and surgery for life-threatening conditions. We know that when darkness descends upon us, the light persists if only we seek it, and Gila Friends have attentively brought light and comfort to those who were at risk and suffering. Undercurrents of woundings that tore the fabric of community among Gila Friends 5-7 years ago remain, reflected in lingering divisions. Some Friends who were once deeply involved in all aspects of the life of Gila Meeting are now largely absent, and some limit their participation to occasional worship with small groups that rarely communicate with the monthly meeting and have little involvement in the Meeting’s activities. Meetings for worship have been attended by as few as three or as many as eighteen people. However, the atmosphere of our meetings for worship is usually open and welcoming – sometimes with silence throughout the hour, and often with ministry reflecting the spiritual and social directions of Friends’ lives – with warm fellowship following. Meetings for business have been well organized and efficient. Perspectives on the well-being of Gila Meeting vary greatly, with some viewing the Meeting as in a time of diminished activity with few Friends willing and able to take responsibility for the work of the Meeting, and others viewing the Meeting as a vibrant community. Together, we are exploring the path ahead. 
LAS CRUCES RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

Sate of the Meeting

March, 2015

We continue to be a small group of energetic, conscientious, supportive and occasionally brilliant members and attenders.  We’ve had a very slight increase in attendance during the past year, happily graced by some young people and even a welcome infant.  We’re blessed with a comfortable meeting house and enjoy the following pattern of get-togethers after meeting for worship:

First Sunday:

Peace, Social and Environmental Concerns Committee

Second Sunday:
Potluck

Third Sunday:

Meeting for Business

Fourth Sunday:
Spiritual Practice

Fifth Sunday:

Whatever and Whatnot – including meetings at various 



places with El Paso friends

Following are some of the highlights of the year (in random order):

· Display of Peace Crane Memorial at Mesilla Day of the Dead celebration.  The Memorial consist of a large number of panels which hold origami cranes, each of which commemorates a member of the armed forces who has been killed in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

· Spiritual practice sessions on how we experience and use the Light.

· Some of our members visited a friend who was interned in an immigration detention center.

· The creation of our website – www.lascrucesquakers.org.

· Unauthorized use of the house for lodging by persons who might well have gone undetected for some period of time had they not appropriated some of our furniture, appliances, utensils.  Subsequent work on increasing security.

· Searching for consensus on the question of how to clean the meeting house.  Arrived at a hybrid system in which members and attenders clean the house on a regular basis and we pay for a cleaning service every six months or so.

· Members and attenders have participated in Intermountain Yearly Meeting committee meetings and Gathering, New Mexico Regional Meeting, New Mexico Women’s retreat, Mountain Friends Camp and Friends Peace Team PeaceQuest.

· Attended Hiroshima Day with Gila Friends in Silver City.

· Had a weed whacking party in late summer.

· Group celebrations of Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Junta Mensual de los Amigos en la Ciudad de México

Mexico City Monthly Meeting of Friends

La Reunión de Adoración continúa siendo nuestro cimiento y hemos trabajado para que sea cada vez una mayor fuente de alimentación espiritual. Hemos experimentado creando un ambiente más acogedor. Tenemos una persona que les da la bienvenida a los asistentes y que los guía a nuestro espacio de adoración. Hay un anfitrión que está encargado de acomodar el espacio y concluir la Reunión. Existe más orden y silencio en la Reunión de Adoración y es de más profunda calidad.

Ha habido un incremento continuo de personas que asisten a la Reunión de Adoración. Las personas recién llegadas parecen regresar una y otra vez para la adoración. Hay un zumbido en el aire durante la hora del café con las conversaciones que duran mucho después de que la hora de convivio ha terminado.

Asistentes regulares y miembros recientes han estado participando activamente y tomando un mayor compromiso y un sentido de confianza en sí mismo. También han estado aprendiendo más sobre los procesos cuáqueros. Esto ha permitido extender las actividades tales como un club de lectura y las sesiones mensuales de adoración compartida que, a su vez, han fortalecido el sentido de comunidad. La Junta también ha estado traduciendo tractos cuáqueros.

Ha habido actividades conjuntas con la Casa de los Amigos, además del evento anual de los Villancicos, tales como nuestra actividad bimensual "Entre Amigos", donde varios amigos se reúnen para realizar actividades artísticas y manualidades en la Biblioteca Jorge Fox. El objetivo es crear comunidad a través de pequeñas actividades tales como el tejido, la costura y la preparación de las etiquetas para libros y folletos nuevos para la biblioteca. La biblioteca sigue creciendo poco a poco con la incorporación de nuevos materiales y la atención dedicada a ella por su comité.

Hemos estado comunicándonos con otros Amigos en el área metropolitana. Estos son Amigos Evangélicos con una creciente y muy activa comunidad en el norte de la Ciudad de México. Esta iniciativa fue motivada principalmente por los preparativos y la organización de CMCA Sección de las Américas y COAL (Amigos Latinoamericanos) en sus reuniones de marzo del 2015. Ha habido eventos de fraternidad en el pasado (Encuentro Mundial en Kenia) y la reunión del CMCA Sección de las Américas es una buena oportunidad para compartir tiempo y fortalecer las conexiones.

Ha habido una presencia continua de nuestros miembros y asistentes a las reuniones y los encuentros anuales de la Junta Anual del Pacífico en California y la Junta Anual de Entremontaña en Nuevo México. El enriquecimiento es mutuo: Amigos de otras Juntas han mostrado interés en visitar la nuestra (a través de nuestro programa de Amigo en Residencia) y nuestros miembros y asistentes adquieren valiosas experiencias, información e inspiración útil.

Una nueva práctica con la que hemos estado experimentando es el de tener co-secretarios, lo que ha traído consigo desafíos. En el principio había tardanza y falta de comunicación ocasional que viene cuando la gente comienza a trabajar en estrecha colaboración. Los Beneficios se han acumulado de este experimento, como la sabiduría colectiva que emerge y un mayor sentido de la reflexividad, la moderación y la doble perspectiva cultural y de género. 

Algunos de nosotros sentimos que hay menos energía por parte de los miembros. Algunos miembros y asistentes tienen padres de edad avanzada y tienen demandas para apoyarlos cuando se enferman. Otros tienen problemas de salud y de trabajo y los desafíos de la familia. La comunidad generalmente ofrece su apoyo en este sentido.

Nuestro programa de Escuela Dominical incipiente ha traído la risa de los niños a la Reunión. También plantea un desafío espiritual para los facilitadores para transmitir mejor los mensajes a los niños. Tanto los niños como los adultos se benefician de este programa.

En general, la Junta está avanzando, lentamente pero con firmeza. Hay muchos desafíos por delante. Entre ellos, estamos abordando cómo profundizar nuestra vida espiritual y nuestra comunidad, para que los asistentes se sientan mejor recibidos, para aumentar la membresía, para mejorar la comunicación y el apoyo a A/amigos en necesidad, a publicar más material en español y para mejorar el mantenimiento de nuestra biblioteca y espacio de adoración.

Patricia Constantino and Andrew Watson, co-secretarios

Febrero 2015

Junta Mensual de los Amigos en la Ciudad de México

Mexico City Monthly Meeting of Friends

The Meeting for Worship continues to be our bedrock and we have been working to make it a greater source of spiritual nourishment. We have experimented with making it a more welcoming environment. We have a person to welcome attenders and to guide the flow of people into our worship space. There is a Meeting host who is charged with setting up the space and with closing Meeting. There is more order and silence in Meeting for Worship and it is of a better quality.

There has been a steadily increasing number of people attending Meeting. Newcomers seem to be returning again and again for worship. There is a buzz in the air during coffee time with conversations lasting long after the fellowship hour is over. 

Regular attenders and recent members have been actively participating and developing more commitment and a sense of self-confidence. They have also been learning more about the Quaker process. This has allowed us to extend activities such as a book club and monthly worship sharing which, have in turn, strengthened the sense of community. The Meeting has also been translating Quaker tracts.

There have been joint activities with Casa de los Amigos, in addition to the perennial Caroling Event, such as the bimonthly ‘Between Friends’ activity, where Friends lead arts and crafts activities in the Biblioteca Jorge Fox. The goal is to build community through small-scale hands-on tasks such as knitting, sewing and labelling books and pamphlets. The library continues to grow gradually with the addition of new materials and the care dedicated to it by its committee.

We have been reaching out to other Friends in the metropolitan area. These are evangelical Friends with a growing and very active community in the north of Mexico City. This initiative was motivated mainly because of the preparations and organization of FWCC-Section of the Americas and COAL (Latin American Friends) gatherings in March 2015. There have been events of fellowship in the past (World Gathering in Kenya), and the FWCC-Section of the Americas gathering is a good opportunity to share time and strengthen connections.

There has been a continued presence of our members and attenders at meetings and the yearly gatherings of Pacific Yearly Meeting in California and Intermountain Yearly Meeting in New Mexico. The enrichment is mutual: Friends in other Meetings have shown interest in visiting ours (via our Friend in Residence program) and our members and attenders gain valuable experiences, useful information and inspiration.

A new practice we have been experimenting with is that of co-clerks, which has brought with it challenges. In the beginning there was tardiness and occasional miscommunication that comes when people start working together closely. Benefits have accrued from co-clerkship such as the collective wisdom that emerges and a greater sense of reflectiveness, moderation and dual cultural and gender perspective.

Some of us feel there is less energy on the part of members. Some members and attenders have aging parents and have demands to support them when they fall ill. Others have personal health and work issues and family challenges. The community is generally supportive in this regard.

Our budding First Day program has brought child’s laughter back to the Meeting. It also poses a spiritual challenge to the facilitators to best convey the messages to children. Both children and adults benefit from it.

Overall, the Meeting is moving forward, slowly but firmly. There are many challenges ahead. Among these, we are addressing how to deepen our spiritual life and community, to make attenders feel more welcome, to increase membership, to improve communication and support for F/friends in need, to publish more material in Spanish, and to improve the maintenance of our library and worship space.
Patricia Constantino and Andrew Watson, co-clerks

February 2015

Moab Monthly Meeting
State of the Meeting 

April 2015

Circumstances for our Meeting have not changed much since last year. We have a small number of people attending meeting but they come most Sundays with others joining us when they can.  We have been able to meet our obligations but have too few active members to start new projects.  We focus on providing money for needed services or purchases for families in crisis in our community.  We have started supporting one of our local churches with a quarterly donation, so they can continue to provide a community dinner once a week for about 30 people.  This is to help our homeless population but others are welcome. 

Members of our group attended Yearly Meeting last June. Two of our members traveled to Salt Lake Monthly meeting to meet with Friends from there and Logan.  We decided there was not enough energy to continue UFF, but we wanted to try and revive gatherings for fellowship.  We tentatively planned a meeting for this spring and one for the fall.  For now these would be held in Salt Lake since it is the most central location. Our representative to Representatives Committee was able to attend the meeting in Boulder this winter. Out local meeting has 8 members plus several devoted regular attenders. 

As of last fall we have started a limited First Day Program since we have about three young children who might attend. We will continue to clean up the Mill Creek Parkway  which we have structured as an intergenerational activity involving our children and adult members.  We will schedule one First Day program a month.

We continue to have potlucks most months and during the summer held several outdoors. Our newsletter has kept us informed and connected. Our monthly worship sharing helps us explore our values and our spiritual journeys. We are grateful for our Meeting and the opportunity it gives us to share our lives with each other.

Mountain View Friends Meeting

State of the Meeting Report

Meetings for Worship
Mountain View Friends Meeting is an unprogrammed meeting in Denver, Colorado affiliated with Intermountain Yearly Meeting. It has three meetings for worship which meet each Sunday. People from each of these meetings take part in the monthly meeting for business.

1) Westside Worship Group meets in Wheatridge, where there are approximately twelve to eighteen regular members and attenders. There are eight to ten attending worship on average (attendance has increased slightly this year).  They tend to have careful discernment before any vocal ministry is offered. Following the meeting for worship, time is allotted for “afterthoughts” or sharing of spiritual messages not spoken in worship or which were the focus of personal worship. Following this sharing, Friends have refreshments and more general discussion and conversation.

2) Two meetings for worship share the meetinghouse in Denver. The nine o'clock Meeting for Worship is a small group of approximately fifteen to twenty five Friends. This Meeting is very still and gathered, with only rare spoken ministry and infrequent attendance by young

Friends. Nine o'clock Meeting Friends are a close-knit group. Greetings of one another often take as long as the post Meeting announcements. There has recently been a welcome increase in visits from ten-thirty Meeting Friends going to the nine o’clock Meeting.

3) The ten-thirty Meeting for Worship is by far the largest and most diverse. This Meeting tends to have fifty to seventy Friends on a given First Day. It is during this time that the First Day School also meets, so families with children usually attend this Meeting.  This meeting often has visitors, and we strive to reach out to them and make them feel welcome. In order to make our meeting home welcoming to all who attend, we have a designated Friend each First Day to speak to newcomers or others who may have questions.  Children join in worship fifteen minutes before the rise of Meeting, and their presence enriches our time together. Following worship, there is a time for sharing joys and sorrows, a time for newcomers to introduce themselves, as well as a time for announcements before we break for fellowship and refreshments.

Other Worship Groups
1) Three Valleys Worship Group We continue to support the Three Valleys Worship Group as a preparatory meeting. Martha Roberts and Jerry Peterson are liaisons. Three Valleys has a weekly meeting for worship at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Montrose, CO. They have 13 regular participants. This year, several attenders of Three Valleys became members of Mountain View after going through the membership clearness committee process. Several members of the MVFM community visit a several times a year.

2) Meeting for worship for prisoners in Canon City We increased our meetings for worship from quarterly to every other month. We generally have three men attending, a member of MVFM, a Brethren, and another interested man. The last two men will be released within the next two months. There are nine of us from Mountain View who have committed to visiting twice a

year. We carpool, and that is an opportunity for fellowship. We have worked out the kinks of entry with the prison and meeting is proceeding smoothly this year.
3) There are several small spiritual groups and gatherings for worship and/or support that have arisen connected to Mountain View Monthly Meeting, some that continue long-term, and others short-term. Their presence is welcome, as these small groups foster more intimate spiritual connections and contribute to the overall spiritual well-being of our community.

Character of Worship at Mountain View From January through August of 2014 the Worship and Ministry Committee continued to focus on strengthening and supporting more spirit-led vocal ministry. To this end, we presented short readings on vocal ministry at the rise of Meeting for several months and held a communal spiritual journey on vocal ministry. Significant discussions were held in our committee meetings on how and when to “elder” people who are offering inappropriate or repetitive vocal ministry. We have heard multiple comments from our community about the quality of vocal ministry as a result. Many have observed that we have been experiencing more silence in our 10:30 worship, and that vocal ministry has tended to be deeper and more spirit-led in recent months.

Worship and Ministry has discussed the expectations we have for worship, and decided that our next focus will be to help to facilitate deepening and enriching worship, both as individuals and as a worshipping community.

As we continue to work together to shape our vision of a future Meeting home, one definition of our community that has had wide unity is that “we are a community who worships together,” and that this is a core identity.

The Worship and Ministry committee has affirmed that we want to continue to provide support to the meeting during the new meetinghouse project. One of the ways we plan to accomplish this is to work cooperatively with other committees, including:

--Having a designated representative to Peace & Justice Committee

--Assisting with greeting before meeting as needed

--Continuing to work with CALM to assess how best to include the children into our worship.

Meetings for Worship for Business We continue to look for Spirit's guidance in our Meetings for Worship for Business. While we wrestle with questions concerning the future of our meetinghouse, we continue to affirm that our process is more about building our community than about any physical building.

Attending to the work of sanctuary for immigrants has helped us deepen our spiritual commitment. We also continue our practice of reading Advises and Queries at the beginning of Meeting for Business and encouraging discussion of these. We also continue to have a designated person to “Hold the Meeting in the Light,” with those persons acknowledged at the beginning of Meeting for Business to remind us of their ministry and of our collective seeking.

Continuing discernment of a new meeting space We continue our discussion and exploration of a possible new meeting home. We have a Steering Committee (guiding and tracking all efforts of the evolving vision for our community), a Finance Team (identifying loan institutions and procedures for application), a Property Search Team (seeking potential alternative space in a new location), a Design Team (exploring a potential redesign of the current meetinghouse), and a Capital Campaign Team (eliciting and tracking funds for the initial phase of the project).

Deeper into the exploration of how to make our Meetinghouse space match our testimonies, we realized that no changes would be possible without capital funds. The Capital Campaign Committee held a fundraising drive for a "Meetinghouse Dream Fund," so that we will be able to act when we have a final decision for purchasing a property or remodeling our current building. Between September 2014 and January 2015, we raised over $190,000. We are clear that this would be only a first phase of fundraising, with a second phase to follow when we have a specific plan.

Committees
Our on-going committees include: Finance and Budget, Trustees, Membership and Guidance, Care and Counsel, Worship and Ministry, Nominating, Death and Memorials, Building & Grounds, Conflict Resolution Committee, Response Committee, Library, Newsletter, School of the Spirit, Archives, Hospitality, Community & Fellowship, CALM, Communications, and Peace and Justice.

Of course, many of the functions of committees are in fact carried out by our whole community, often in informal ways.  Individual friendships are strong, and people often reach out to one another when there is a need. We continue to hold monthly potluck on fourth Sundays, spaghetti dinners to welcome newcomers, Friendly dinner groups, folk dancing, singing, and holiday gatherings. The Community & Fellowship committee has been a creative and active force in this area.

Several people in our community have needed extra help this year, as they faced physical or mental illness. Several internet-based support groups were formed to provide meals, rides, and other help to people in need. The response to these requests has been amazing, with most needs being filled. Care and Counsel encourages these informal acts of support, in addition to organizing more formal requests for support.

The Nominating Committee had a challenging task this past year in part due to the added committees and responsibilities involved in finding the best meeting place for our community. In spite of that, the committee was delighted to be able to fill almost all positions by the end of August 2014. As we begin our annual review this year, we have had positive feedback from every committee clerk and

feel optimistic about the process.

Care and Counsel Committee has also offered a monthly Meeting for Healing and Support for Families with Mental Health Issues since September 2014. Attendees have included those personally dealing with a mental health issue and/or their family members. Sharing of resources, genuine compassion, and supportive listening has been the main offering of the meetings. Attendees have the option of having a support committee of their own if desired.

Children and the Life of the Meeting (CALM) has worked to find creative ways to deal with the challenges of irregular attendance of children and a small number of willing teachers. We tried a monthly "all First-Day School" event as well as piloting 5th Sunday participation in the worship of the whole community. A farm visit including potluck and parent meeting was successful, as was the picnic on Labor Day to start the school year. We keep the Gingerbread house tradition alive (started by Margaret Yarrow), but the attendance has been less robust. We again hired a new nursery worker to keep consistency for our youngest Friends.

The Peace and Justice Committee continues to be active, as a committee and also as a source of support for the many individuals in our Meeting who are doing work for peace and social justice. Peace and Justice Forums on topics of interest continue on third Sundays. We continue to have a ministry to people who are homeless, and individuals in our community are active in a variety of other areas of peace and social justice work. One important civil initiative this year has been our decision to join the Metro Denver Sanctuary Coalition, providing support to an individual seeking sanctuary at another area church. We are committed to continuing our involvement, and individuals have joined in protests and in providing physical support to persons seeking sanctuary or considering it. Mountain View approved providing sanctuary in our meetinghouse. We have not yet provided sanctuary. Individuals from Mountain View have participated in vigils, lobbying efforts, and protests in an effort to achieve humane immigration policy reform.

Quaker Studies Our 2014 group was quite successful. There were roughly sixteen who went through the series in 2014. A small group of participants formed a worship-sharing group, which is continu- ing. Evaluations continue to be mostly positive, and we continually incorporate suggestions as to how we could improve each year. Quaker studies is offered yearly, with the size of the group varying from year to year.

Friends General Conference (FGC), Friends World Committee (FWCC), and Intermountain Yearly Meeting (IMYM) Many in the Mountain View community are active on national levels in both FGC and FWCC. Mountain View continues to be an active and integral part of IMYM. The work of these organizations is vital, both to the spiritual life of the meeting and to our spiritual growth as individuals. The resources provided by these groups is valuable to committees and individuals seeking guidance on best practices or new resources.

American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) and Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL). There are numerous people in our Meeting who are actively involved with these service and advocacy organizations, and who bring issues and appeals to our larger Meeting community. FCNL letter writing is evolving from paper to electronic communication, and education on the issues and encouragement to lobby our Congressional representatives continues.

Our relationship with the Colorado AFSC office and staff continues to be strong and mutually supportive. Immigration reform relief efforts are a particular focus for Mountain View Friends in coordination with AFSC.

We take heart in the guidance of the Spirit as our community continues to worship together, to work to- ward unity on a new meeting space, and to seek ways to serve our community at large.

Phoenix Monthly Meeting

State of Meeting Report – Spring 2015

Phoenix Meeting numbers contracted this year with the passing away of four members and one past member. We accepted three new members, but were saddened that two withdrew membership. We are holding three members in the light as they deal with serious illness. We rejoice with an attender who plans a December wedding in the meetinghouse.

In April we hosted Arizona Half-yearly Meeting and were gratified by a good attendance that included numbers of young and senior young Friends. We recently hosted meetings of Arizona Half-Yearly Meeting continuing and nominating committees.

Community events at our meetinghouse included a talk by a Muslim leader and author on co-existence and mutual respect between Christianity and Islam. An acoustic music coffee house continues to stage special programs in our meeting room and to use our Ramada weekly. Various ecologically oriented groups meet occasionally. A Jewish group ended a long and pleasant association with us on the retirement of its leader. We appreciated a woman-woman play about a Quaker martyr performed by the author. We look forward to showing the rough cut of a documentary  about indigenous Mexican crafts workers led by an Arizona Friend.

A new librarian has organized our library. We plan a memorial plaque there for a Friend whose donation allowed the breezeway to be remodeled into the library. A member spearheaded the writing of a meeting history, which is stored there. In the library are supplies to support writing postcards to government leaders urging normalization of relations with Cuba and opposing both granting the President war powers and supporting private prison construction, and other issues.

Our grounds are being maintained by a business employing formerly incarcerated workers. A new energy audit of our three buildings is planned, as are the planting of shade trees or installation of sun shades to cool the Residence. Construction projects were shelving in our utility closet and wooden screens to hide garden equipment in the Residence backyard. Considerable effort went into finding pest control companies  to
- humanely rid the meetinghouse of bats, ground squirrels, bees, and mice. Squatters using our front alcove have been moved along by talks with Friends, referrals to helping agencies, increased neighborhood  police patrols, and placing  of pots of cactus in the area.

Outside of worship, we get together on first Sunday mornings for discussion group on Quaker testimonies. The theme is carried over into worship afterwards. A last Sunday evening of the month potluck at Friends' homes centers on discussion of Letters to a Fellow Seeker and The Warmth of Other Sons. First Sunday potlucks after worship are a bright spot. Recently we have enjoyed singing Spanish songs before worship once a month. We look forward to the outdoor Easter potluck breakfast.

Meeting finances are sound and enable us support a community health center founded by a member, an educational fund in Bolivia, and Friends Mountain Camp, as well as other Quaker organizations. We have invested funds in Friends Fiduciary Corp, which supports businesses with values compatible with  ours.

Considering that our dwindling numbers might reach an unsustainable point, we are seeking a growing attendance. We have formed a new Outreach Committee to distribute flyers at local campuses and to encourage attenders to return to meeting. We are studying better use of our website. Phoenix Friends hope our renewed efforts to provide fellowship and worship within meeting and outreach beyond it will help grow our numbers. We continue to hold dear our members and attenders who seek light and  community.

PIMA MONTHLY MEETING: STATE OF THE MEETING REPORT FOR 2014

Approved Third Month, 2015

As we reflect back on 2014, we find ourselves also looking forward with enthusiasm.  In the fall of the year, suggestions arose in Pima Meeting for a regular, ongoing study series to be offered for everyone, regular attenders and newcomers alike.  Meeting has embraced the idea and moved quickly, with a threshing session and discernment in committees as well as Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business, to create a schedule for this Spiritual Enrichment program to meet twice a month on First Days.   We have changed the times of our two First Day worship meetings to accommodate the morning study sessions. Since they are to begin in February, 2015, evaluation of their success is not addressed in this report.  What is important, though, is the intense way in which we responded to a leading, recognizing its value to the spiritual life of the Meeting.


Another seemingly simple subject received our focused attention earlier in the year: regular procedures for closing the 10 a.m. Meeting for Worship.  These include permitting both a full hour of worship and a time for sharing “joys and sorrows,” which add to our sense of community and spiritual connection.  Again, it is not the pragmatic decision that is newsworthy but the process of coming to agreement with the spiritual benefit as paramount factor.


Early in 2014, our Peace and Social Concerns Committee was trying to respond to many issues of societal need, but later chose to limit the focus.  It continues to support the work of the National Religious Campaign Against Torture, and also, as a primary focus, is exploring ways to assist immigrants in our community, especially when there is danger of deportation that would break up a family.  Two churches in Tucson have offered sanctuary to individuals in this situation, and some people from Pima Meeting have assisted those efforts and attended prayer vigils.  Pima Meeting spent time in deep discussion of options, with the challenging questions, “Where are our hearts regarding migrant experience?” and “Where are our minds regarding migrant justice?”  As of the end of the year, we consider it beyond our light to offer sanctuary at the meetinghouse, though we continue to be open to working with other faith communities.   


Attendance at our meetings for worship has remained steady.  At the end of 2014, there were 83 members of Pima Meeting, though only about two thirds are actively involved.  During the year, we welcomed one member new to the Religious Society of Friends as well as three who transferred their membership from other Meetings.  Two members have died, one of them a resident of Cascabel, Arizona, where she was part of the Cascabel Worship Group which held a memorial meeting for her in November.  Two members moved to other States and transferred their membership to other Meetings, and two resigned their membership, feeling distanced from or unsupported by Pima Meeting.  There are also many attenders who are as regular and active in the life of the Meeting as members. 


In the Fall, two Pima Meeting members attended a Clerking Workshop at Pendle Hill in Pennsylvania and found it an inspiring and rewarding experience.  


The First Day School program offers consistent childcare and a roster of volunteer teachers who oversee wonderful artistic creations, including a monthly music session, as children of different ages spend time together.  There are some very young children attending now, and Friends can watch their development almost from week to week.  The children and the Youth Group of teenagers join the meeting towards the end of the worship hour and then report on their activities or topics of the day. There is a need, though, for more volunteers to be “Friendly Adult Presences.”  Those of the Youth Group who have attended the larger gatherings at Arizona Half-Yearly Meeting, Intermountain Yearly Meeting, or Mountain Friends Camp report favorably on their experiences.   


Young Adult Friends continues to meet for worship and fellowship on Fourth Day evenings at Casa Mariposa, a community house with connections to the Meeting, with four or five people usually attending.  Welcome to this midweek opportunity for worship is extended to all Friends, though the main focus of this ministry continues to be on those of college age and a little older.  The intergenerational mingling has broadened opportunity for fellowship with people with varied life experiences.  

Some of our community have had serious health challenges this year. We have tried to support them—and those with other problems—with nurturing and with prayer. 


The House Committee takes care of the complex needs of the meetinghouse. There was an odd break-in, at which time a DVD player and a modem were stolen. Other issues of the year included getting air quality tests on the cork flooring, installed in 2013, which has caused problems for people with chemical sensitivities, and now has aesthetic problems from marring; getting estimates and expert advice on acquiring a “hearing loop” sound system for the hearing impaired; applying to foundations (without success so far) for a defibrillator; and organizing “work days” as opportunities for everyone to participate in cleaning and repairing our special space. 


Financially, we managed to end the year with a positive balance, and continue to work with the objectives of a balanced budget. At times our Nominating Committee has difficulty filling committee or other positions, so we need to continue study of the necessary structure of the Meeting and its commitments. 


Several events have offered opportunities for strengthening ties within our own community: for example, some “Friendly Eights” dinners in homes of Friends, a Talking Circle on Forgiveness, a Retreat for fun activities, and a holiday festive party in December. An electronic communications ad hoc committee has continued research into appropriate online forums for sharing information and discussions.  A Quakerism 101 course was held early in the year, with excellent reading lists and resource materials. 


We continue to live and work in the world while striving to let the Light shine through us to those in need in the larger community, be they people who are homeless, refugees, or those new to Friends worship who come to our Meeting seeking a more authentic spiritual experience.  As a community, we continue to wrestle internally with conflict, acknowledging that there is always need for healing, forgiveness, and concern for those who may feel unsupported. We are an imperfect Meeting, as any other, but recognizing this also illuminates our hope and commitment to be a spiritual community, both inwardly and outwardly, seeking to discern what is ours to do. 
2014 STATE OF THE MEETING REPORT
 SALT LAKE MONTHLY MEETING OF FRIENDS

Salt Lake Friends gathered on Feb. 1, 2015 after Meeting for Worship for a well-­‐attended listening meeting in preparation for the annual State of the Meeting Report to Intermountain Yearly Meeting.  Following is a summary of that meeting that was circulated among Salt Lake Friends for their review, revision and supplementation. This summary is submitted as Salt Lake Friends’ State of the Meeting Report.

Beginning with a period of worshipful silence, the queries we borrowed from Pima Meeting were read and Friends were asked to share how the Meeting had served their spiritual lives with thoughts on its strengths and weaknesses.

Several Friends responded that Meeting for Worship is of central importance to them, the quiet communion with the spirit refreshing their week and gathering them into communion with other worshiping Friends. Although many of our Meetings for Worship are entirely quiet, the stillness itself and the occasional vocal ministry keeps the spirit moving among us. Meeting for Worship is the spiritual core of our meeting and for many a deep source of spiritual renewal.

Gatherings after Meeting for Worship and during the week this past year have strengthened community with a sharing of knowledge and experience. Our Clerk reported on the “Clerk’s School” he attended at Pendle Hill and refreshed our understanding of such central Quaker notions as “sense of the meeting”, “unity”, and good Quaker order. Friends participated in a deeply felt gathering for poetry, each reading a favorite poem. Discussions of hell and the afterlife disclosed the variety of beliefs and experience(s) with these ideas and demonstrated that Friends of many persuasions about traditional religious matters are welcome and comfortable in our meeting. Lectio divina gatherings using the writings of George Fox brought the gift of contemplative reading and sharing to many Friends. Several other gatherings around spiritual and social matters brought us together.

Friends commented on the increasing attention to the spirit in our Meetings for Business. Our meeting sponsors the attendance of each new clerk at Pendle Hill’s “clerk school”. The benefits of this practice have been evident in the business meetings since the practice began.

The importance to our Quaker community of fellowship during after-­‐meeting hospitality, the “love feast” – its shared preparation, enjoyment, and clean up – was mentioned and seemed so obvious as not to need discussion.

On the first Saturday of December, 2014, a Quaker sponsored public witness against the perpetual war took the testimony of peace and fellowship to the streets of Salt Lake. The Meeting contemplates that it will continue on the first Saturday of each month into the future.

Practical matters: (1). Many friends are concerned about the diminishing numbers at our meeting. The possibility of some sort of outreach was discussed. The use of “excess” funds for this purpose was mentioned. We discussed that traditional Quaker reserve may cause some folks visiting us for the first time to feel unwelcome, although a Friend who travels extensively for her profession said that in 70 or 80% of the meetings she attends elsewhere, no one even says hello. A newer attender stated that her experience was the opposite -­‐-­‐she felt warmly welcomed. We agreed that Quakerism is not an easy path and not everyone is looking for what we have to offer, but we could make it easier for the few that are.

Some said that often when they mentioned that they attended Quaker meeting the response  was,  “I didn’t know there were Quakers in Salt Lake,” concerning which some noted that these folks obviously don’t attend peace rallies or interfaith peace and social welfare meetings. A return to the practice of welcoming questions from first-­‐time and newer attenders was proposed and M&C will take that up.

(2) Concerns were raised about the long drive to meeting and the possibility of car pooling.

(3) Friends expressed questions and concerns about reaching out to some who regularly attended Meeting by haven’t been seen for a while.

(4) The renewal and refreshment of Quaker beliefs and traditions is important to our meeting. In addition to after-­‐meeting discussions, the possibility of reviving M&C’s practice of short  explanations, once a month, of Quaker practice and faith at the rise of meeting was mentioned.

(5) The need tenderly to refresh our understanding of Quaker practice in response to the tendency of Friends in many Meetings, including our own, to "let their words be many" rather than "few" when engaging in vocal ministry remains a concern of some Friends.

Respectfully submitted
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In 2014, Santa Fe Monthly Meeting continued to define itself as a Quaker community, recognizing Spirit-led growth of community and taking joy in this growth.  Progress was made on overcoming and resolving a number of challenges carried over from the preceding year.  Through the work of committees, threshing sessions, and deliberations in business meeting, we ended 2014 with a sense of affirmation and growing confidence in finding a way forward on a number of critical matters. 

 

COMMITTEES/POSITIONS

The Canyon Road Building Committee manages a four-fold responsibility of Meetinghouse maintenance, safety and accessibility, preservation of the historic Canyon Road property, and the use and upkeep of the guest apartment and the Resident’s ramada.  In 2014, major projects included a new paved walkway in the garden, consultation with the city fire department about emergency exits, and the addition of a ramp between worship room and library.  Other tasks included various preventive and improvement projects.

The SFMM Finance Committee continued to focus on how to hold and how to use large cash reserves acquired two years ago.  Although not leading to conclusive decisions about these questions, three threshing sessions covered a variety of issues, including use of Meeting funds by worship groups under its care.  In the course of threshing sessions and business meetings, the Finance Committee clarified that SFMM has a custom of providing support to individuals of the Monthly Meeting to attend Friends gatherings and events, and in response to sufferings  Threshing these issues helped us define ourselves as a monthly meeting.

The Canyon Road First Day School Committee reports growth (as many as 15 in attendance this year, compared to 10 last year) and innovative activities.  Among these activities were new lesson topics (e.g., The Underground Railroad, peacemakers who have changed the world, etc.), harvesting and cooking produce from the Meetinghouse garden, and tie-dying socks for the homeless youth shelter.  FDS also interfaced with Mountain Friends Camp in July.

The SFMM Future Planning Committee’s ongoing goal was to assess space needs for the Meeting.  The Committee worked with members and attenders to clarify the size of space needed, parking, accessibility, affordability, etc.  At a spring gathering, a number of options were discussed, from renovating or selling the existing building, to renting/buying another space or building a new Meetinghouse at the back of the current property.  Meeting agreed to study the last option and approved a $4,000 budget for preliminary architectural plans to determine if construction at the back of the property is viable.

Visitors, members, and attenders (and tourists!) have noted the beauty and maturity of the Meetinghouse garden—a tribute to the vision, work, and perseverance of the Canyon Road Garden Committee.  The focus of garden maintenance in 2014 was preserving the existing infrastructure by feeding with composted material and watering.  The garden was awarded Wildlife Habitat Status by the National Wildlife Federation.  It has become a meeting place for committees and other groups; and it was the inspiration for a summer series of art exhibitions, “Art in the Garden.”  Between 70 and 100 visitors attended three events, where they viewed work of Quaker and non-Quaker artists and were served refreshments and greeted by First Day Schoolers.

Ministry and Counsel Committee’s tasks ranged from care of individual members to sponsoring or recommending specific projects related to the spiritual welfare of the SFMM.  Among these projects were the following: gaining approval from Business Meeting to organize the March 2015 Quaker Quest workshop; supporting creation of an adult education reading group; two Kabarak Call events; co-sponsoring a Rights of Indigenous People event at St. Bede’s Episcopal Church; and, importantly, holding two gatherings with worship groups to better understand what “under the care of SFMM” means for all of us.  It was clear from these two gatherings that some uneasiness exists between South Santa Fe Quaker Worship Group and some SFMM members and attenders who worship at the Canyon Road Meetinghouse.  As a first step to address this concern, M&C and the Meeting clerk jointly requested SSFQWG to create a fact sheet on their history; the Finance Committee also contributed to clearing up confusion and resulting distress with its conclusion about use of SFMM funds (see paragraph above).  Finally and sadly, M&C gave much time in 2014 to preparing memorials and/or memorial minutes for eight members and attenders dear to our community:  Helen Corneli, Martha Davis, Rebecca Henderson, Jeannie Mayes, Dimitri Mihalis, Karen Salzman, Curtis Sollohub, Colin Drew Sutton (son of Connie Durand), and Dave Wunker.   

  

SFMM Peace and Social Concerns Committee has had an active year responding to a long list of local, national, and worldwide efforts for peace, justice, and the environment.  In addition to direct action (e.g., letter writing), the Committee kept SFMM informed of these issues through a new listserv and it relayed FCNL and AFSC information and calls for action.  Finally, the Committee sponsored a series of presentations, “How We Witness,” at the Meetinghouse by individuals speaking about their Friendly activism.

The Canyon Road Resident Friend, responsible for helping with upkeep of the Meetinghouse and garden and with booking space (Meetinghouse and guest apartment), was active on three committees and was responsible for attaining the Wildlife Habitat designation of the Canyon Road property.  He was a key to the summer art shows and annual Christmas Eve open house.

            Two committees remained inactive:  Library and Adult Education.

 

WORSHIP GROUPS

A “small but faithful group,” Clearlight Worship Group (Taos) has been meeting twice monthly and regularly publishing meeting times, which draws occasional visitors.  A highlight of 2014 was the marriage of an attender, which took place after the manner of Friends.

Las Vegas Worship Group ended a year of transition.  The group, which once had as many as 20 attending worship, has diminished in size, seen the passing of a key member, and now meets with varying numbers of members.  The group is experiencing some tension over vocal ministry during worship and finds its future uncertain.

 Los Alamos Worship Group became inactive.

Perhaps the smallest of SFMM worship groups,Tres Piedras Worship Group showed constancy and commitment to its Quaker practices.  No small feat, members attended the May gathering of worship groups in Santa Fe and saw their attempt to attend the November gathering thwarted by a car accident.

South Santa Fe Quaker Worship Group has been meeting for worship and holding a fellowship hour every First Day at its meetinghouse on Calle Ensenada, Quaker House.  The group has been successful in increasing attendance; it holds monthly business meetings; and has invited SFMM groups to use Quaker House for gatherings.  The group ended the year with resolving an issue about how it conducts its business meeting and by embracing the request by M&C and the Clerk to review its history.

 

OUR SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY and EMBRACING THE FUTURE

            As in previous years, excellent electronic communication provided essential connections among the 72 members (30 of whom live outside Santa Fe/Santa Fe County) and numerous attenders.  Although SFMM membership is in flux and down by 4 from 2013, the two Santa Fe meetinghouses continue to welcome many visitors at all First Day worship times.  Potlucks and such opportunities as women’s gatherings and the Lucretia Mott Breakfast Club continue to provide for lively fellowship.  In 2014, business meetings were increasingly worshipful and members and attenders were willing and open to discerning solutions to complex issues related to finances, worship group relations, and space needs.  This Spirit-led calming is helping us re-envision our future as a monthly meeting and embrace important new directions, such as what we want for our youth.

Tempe Monthly Meeting

State of the Meeting Report for 2014-15

Our spiritual health is generally sound but could, as we note below, be improved.

Friends find fulfillment in our regular First Day meetings for worship, which continue to be well attended by members, regular attenders and occasional visitors. Young Friends and Senior Young Friends join us for the last quarter hour of worship. As the Spirit moves, verbal ministry is often given, while on other occasions we worship in silence. A group of Friends worships together monthly on Wednesday evenings at Friendship Village, a nearby retirement community. Our collective spiritual growth has been enhanced by: (i) worship sharing sessions, which began in Fifth Month 2014; (ii) a retreat in First Month 2015 led by Jaimie Leopold on the Quaker clearness process, which was based on the Circle of Trust approach developed by the Center for Courage and Renewal; and (iii) monthly Quakerism 101 programs which began in Eleventh Month 2014. We have not sustained our past practice of gathering to sing before meeting for worship. Our Worship and Ministry Committee has considered over the past year ways to enhance worship and will continue their discernment in the coming year. During the past year, our Peace and Social Concerns Committee presented a series of monthly programs on issues of concern to Friends. We have between twelve and sixteen Friends from the ages of three and seventeen who participate in First Day School. The youngest school age group has used Faith and Play materials. Students in grades 5–12 engage  in a regular monthly discussion of the Advices and Queries read each month in meeting for worship. They have also discussed Quaker testimonies and other faiths.

As an outgrowth of these and our other committees, meetings for business have been conducted with a spirit of love and mutual respect. After thorough and thoughtful discussion, we adopted Child Safety Guidelines in Eleventh Month 2014, which we  plan to review at least annually to ensure they are consistent with our practices and provide appropriate guidance. We have provided support for one another during the past  year as members of our community have dealt with illness and death. We continue to grieve the loss of Senior Young Friend Brianna Wells, and are grateful for the support her family and the Meeting received from Intermountain Yearly Meeting Friends. We also note with sadness the passing of two long-time attenders, Phyllis Steele and Chris Morningforest.

We continue to be engaged with the wider Quaker world and our community. In First Month 2015, we enjoyed hosting a meeting of the IMYM Arrangements Committee. We support the work of the American Friends Service Committee, Friends Committee on National Legislation and other Quaker organizations. In Fifth Month 2014, we designated funds to be used to provide scholarships for Tempe Friends who wish to participate in Quaker organizations. We remain active participants in Tempe Community Action Agency’s I-HELP program, helping feed and support the homeless. Members of our community established this past year a monthly family support group meeting for the National Alliance on Mental Illness. Our Outreach Committee has sought to find ways to develop our relationship with students at Arizona State University and others who may be interested in our faith.

We have a weekly time of fellowship and a monthly potluck after meeting  for worship, and held this past year an open house at the home of one of our members. While these gatherings provide some opportunity for us to function as a community, they are not enough. As we have noted in previous annual reports, too many of us fail to take the time to share our lives with one another outside the few hours we spend together each week on First Day or in committee meetings held during the week. Children in our meeting too often become detached from the Religious Society of Friends as they grow up. Other commitments — personal and professional — and distance keep us from one another.

Before another year passes and we conclude an annual report with similar laments, we ask each member of our community to take the time to regularly seek to establish, sustain or renew his or her relationships with the other members of our Meeting community. We ask each Meeting committee to consider how we might change our practices to foster a greater sense of community. In so doing, we will enhance our individual and collective spiritual lives.

We have 47 recorded members, and a number of regular attenders. Over the past year, we lost two members by transfer.
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