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Despite the cancellation of Thursday night's program due to heavy snow, approximately 100 Friends attended the annual Corporation Meeting of AFSC this past weekend in Center City Philadelphia. Our short time together was filled with powerful workshops, engaging presentations, fruitful business sessions, and many exciting conversations.
Thank you to all the AFSC Corporation members, staff, presenters, volunteers, and Friends Center staff who braved the weather and made this an inspiring and valuable experience for all. See you next year! – GE
Epistle from American Friends Service Committee 2015 Corporation Meeting Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

5-7 March 2015

To Friends Everywhere:
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Friends from around the world traveled through a blizzard to gather for the annual meeting of the American Friends Service Committee Corporation, a governing body of the AFSC, at Friends Center in Philadelphia. Blizzard conditions forced the cancelation of the scheduled opening session, though groups of Friends gathered informally to share experiences, concerns, and hopes for the work of AFSC.

Orientation for new members of the Corporation over breakfast included a description by Friends Relations Clerk Doug Bennett of the origins of the Corporation, with representatives appointed by Yearly Meetings, as a vehicle to ground the service work of AFSC in the faith and practice of Friends and to keep Friends connected with the work and communities served by AFSC’s  programs.
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General Secretary Shan Cretin noted that while AFSC was formed to provide alternatives to military service, AFSC has never been a substitute for individual witness. She described two themes identified in recent strategic

plans: engaging youth in spiritually grounded work for social change in their communities; and changing the narrative about war and violence.
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Clerk Phil Lord opened our Meeting for Business with worship, reminding us of that all our work is carried out as worship, seeking guidance of Spirit. Shan Cretin, General Secretary, noted that the theme of each year’s Corporation Meeting is intended to highlight and lift up an aspect of AFSC’s work. This year’s theme was “Radical Hospitality: Working for Immigrant Justice.” The General Secretary acknowledged that not all Friends are clear that Friends are called to this work and reminded us with powerful illustrations that speaking truth to power is most effective when the truth is spoken kindly.
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Friends Relation Committee Clerk Doug Bennett described volunteer opportunities for Friends within and partnering with AFSC, including service on governance committees, volunteer work for AFSC programs, and the emerging Quaker activist/partner role. This new model of engagement works toward beloved community through accompanying and partnering with others.  An AFSC “track” at the 2014

FGC Gathering included 5 workshops, afternoon activities, and the closing plenary, leading to a network of Friends working to end mass incarceration.
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Afternoon workshops with AFSC staff showcased some of AFSC’s programs including “Shared Security,” “Mass Incarceration,” and “Immigrant Justice.”  The workshop “Palestinian Fragmentation and Movers” brought three young Palestinian women to describe the pervasive corrosive effects of fragmenting and isolating populations of Palestinians. Even members of a single family may be assigned to different areas making it technically illegal for them to meet as a family. Travel between or out of tightly controlled areas is at best difficult and often impossible. Friends were urged to support Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) as a means of promoting meaningful change and human rights. One of the Palestinian youth, who is from Gaza, described AFSC’s work as unique in the region. She told us that while other organizations provide specific kinds of humanitarian assistance, she was happily surprised that AFSC is willing to talk about those things that matter most to her and other Palestinians. AFSC is the “one organization that cares for my dreams and aspirations and supports communication with my history and my land.”
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Speakers at the evening plenary session “this moment in the immigrant rights movement” described the current work of AFSC as continuous with a decades-long struggle for immigrant rights. Staff from the San Diego and Denver offices of AFSC are working with immigrants to challenge arbitrary and inhumane treatment and assert the rights of immigrants. Staff and young people in the program “67

Sueños” brought some of the energy and passion of their work to the gathering. Immigrant youth brilliantly expressed their experiences in poetry using bilingual spoken word and visual art including large murals. We heard their stories of struggle against poverty, family separations, violence, and indifferent or hostile officials. We heard the importance of listening to their authentic voices to change the narrative and change the culture.
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Honoring the value of the work of these young people, AFSC Corporation members were spontaneously moved to raise funds to purchase artwork from the 67 Sueños program that will remain at the AFSC offices in Friends Center.

David Jaimes, Pastor of Student Ministries at Friendswood Friends Church near Houston, Texas led opening worship Saturday morning. He feels called to the ministry of reconciliation and reminded us of the Biblical injunction to care for “the least of these” and provide hospitality.
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The second session of the Meeting for Business featured a description of Courageous Acts, AFSC’s capital campaign to fund the next century of AFSC’s work. Among other things, this campaign will increase endowment to allow funding of internships and fellowships for the next generation of activists.

As we near our 100th anniversary in 2017, American Friends Service Committee invites your voice and partnership in our work for beloved community.
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Phil Lord

Clerk, the Board of AFSC
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Shan Cretin General Secretary

(The Corporation approved this epistle, with one Friend expressing the need to stand aside. All photos taken by AFSC's Don Davis.)
About the Author
Greg Elliott
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Greg serves as the Friends Relations Associate for AFSC in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Born and raised in rural Northeastern Pennsylvania, Greg grew up attending North Branch Friends Meeting at the Curtis family farm in the Poconos. Over the last ten years, he has facilitated numerous workshops for activists and Friends on a variety of topics, including anti-oppression activism, empire, and the "Inquirer's Weekend" at Pendle Hill with Trayce Peterson.

Greg currently lives in the Germantown neighborhood of Philadelphia and attends Greene Street Friends Meeting.

Annual report of DouglaPrieta Works to Intermountain Yearly Meeting 2015

Date: February 2, 2015

In this, the ninth year since its inception, DouglaPrieta Works could be described as a sturdy young burro almost able to carry its weight.

 José Ramirez, co-founder, describes its beginnings as a baby octopus with too many legs.  

 Marybeth Webster, José’s co-parent, says DPW was the overambitious dream of idealists without the resources to even attempt to mitigate poverty among the Mexican poor. Only with the help of Friends and friends, does DPW claim viability.  By organizing a co-operative, self-governing non-profit centered on a community garden and skill-building projects and with the faithful financial, in-kind, and volunteer support of Western Friends, does DPW survive, even thrive.

Today, DPW has a working Community Center which hosts and feeds over 25 groups a year who tour the Border , a Permaculture garden and urban agriculture school with 34 current students and 8 home gardens, a self-supporting sewing cooperative of 8 to 10 women, and classes in English and woodworking with 3 to 8 students each per week.

 The future visions:

1.      Raise $5-7000 a year to pay salaries and office expenses until the group can continue to move toward self-sufficiency.

2.      Complete the community Center wiring, plaster inside and out, finish ceiling and insulation.  (The working kitchen and bath are plumbed and tiled with new fixtures. Lunches and classes are comfortably accommodated.  All windows and doors have safety bars.)

3.      Make the chickens and rabbits self-sustaining projects with women in charge of each.

4.      Involve more women in running the entire program.

 In January when José came to Agua Prieta to celebrate his grandson's fifth birthday, he said with his sweet smile: “We did the best we could, for good or ill, and the future remains to be seen.”

 Marybeth's final message to IMYM: The young burro is willing.  If it is given loads that fit its strength, it will, with kind and focused training carry the project as far as it can.  Hundreds of people have been touched and helped over the 9 years.  I foresee a time when DouglaPrieta Works will be self-sufficient, mutually supportive, and able to carry on.  The strong hard-working Board of Directors requests that you provide a Quaker presence to replace Marybeth who is moving to Oregon to retire.  Without your moral and financial support, DPW might easily have died along the trail of exhaustion from attempting too much.  We believe that the discernment of what is doable and the gradual dispersing of leadership responsibilities is our Way now.  We invite your continued wisdom and participation.

 Respectfully submitted,

Marybeth Webster, Cochise Worship Group, McNeal, AZ

FGC Central Committee Report
TO: Members of Central Committee
FROM: Frank Barch, Presiding Clerk

Fifth Month, 19th Day, 2015

Dear Friends, 

Friends General Conference has been very busy since we gathered together for the Central Committee meeting last October. You have already received the Minutes from the Winter Executive Committee meeting as well as the Spring meeting, and of course, the Minutes from our Central Committee meeting.

Recognizing that this is the time of Yearly Meeting sessions, you might find it helpful to have a brief summary of some of FGC's work since we last met. This may be particularly useful for Yearly Meeting representatives to FGC. These vital members of Central Committee carry the responsibility of facilitating good communication between their Yearly Meeting and Friends General Conference. Indeed, if you are a representative, hopefully you will find an opportunity to provide a report to your Yearly Meeting about the work of Friends General Conference, as well as soliciting feedback about your Yearly Meeting’s needs and desires for FGC.

Barry Crossno, in a General Secretary’s report noted:

“The opportunity to reach out to seekers is enormously exciting. The power of online communication means that we can reach out on a scale far larger than we have envisioned in the past. At the same time, we as an organization are stretched very thin…we need to think carefully through what it is that we do really well. We need to discern where we are led as a body and follow that leading, even if it means laying down some things we are accustomed to doing.”
The QuakerCloud:
FGC has built an online service with a toolkit that supports a meeting’s website needs. This allows meetings to focus on building a strong and faithful spiritual community, instead of website administrative challenges. 

The Quaker Cloud has three basic components:

1 A website for each meeting that is easy to build and maintain.

2 A Minute manager that allows the meeting to archive its Minutes. These documents can be then be circulated within the meeting, searched, or shared with the wider Friends community and beyond.

3 A meeting directory, where meeting members can maintain their own information. A current directory for the meeting can be easily printed with a few clicks.

Over 100 meetings are now using the QuakerCloud. We would love for FGC’s QuakerCloud to support many more; information about the using the QuakerCloud is easily found on the FGC website.

The Committee for Nurturing Ministries (CNM) is vigorous with more than 40 aspects of ministry under its care. Attention to combating the “-isms” (racism, sexism, age-ism, hetero-normism, etc.) continues to be a calling.

1. Spiritual Deepening Program: In support of FGC’s Priorities of Focus (Deep Worship, Loving Community and Outreach), CNM is under the weight of creating a Spiritual Deepening Program (SDP) that is now in a pilot phase. Drawing from the Spiritual Deepening Fact Sheet: 

What is the Spiritual Deepening Program? 
i. The Spiritual Deepening Program (SDP) is designed to allow seekers, individual Friends and meetings explore how Quaker spiritual practice can transform lives and take them deeper in the life of the Spirit. The content will bring together best practices and materials from a broad range of Friends for use by Friends of all ages and stages. The content is organized into a series of pathways, which move participants deeper into Quaker faith and practice. 
1. Who is it for?
i. It serves those who are new to Quaker ways by presenting pathways important to the personal and communal spiritual journey. It serves those Friends who are no longer new by providing additional content and encouragement to continue their travel on the Quaker journey. It serves meetings by providing opportunities for deepening community.
2. The New Meetings Project (NMP) is creating a manual on mentoring teams and how they differ from FGC’s Traveling Ministries Program (TMP) or yearly meeting visitation programs, as well as a second booklet about the NMP itself for sharing with folks inquiring about starting a new meeting or with yearly meetings and associations. 

A mentoring Retreat was held May 8-11 at Pendle Hill 

Video trainings for new meetings are being created with likely topics such as “clerking” (aka: Quaker decision making) and “mission/vision statements” (aka: Who are we? What canst thou say?) 

Inquiries continue about starting a new group, six recent ones included two from Canada. A new group is starting in St. George, Utah (near the Four Corners). 

The NMP is already helping 18 groups. 

3. QuakerQuest: As one way to continue the work of development in our meetings that began through QuakerQuest, even as the formal program winds down, there was a very successful regional pilot of the Growing our Meetings workshop held in March. 

4. Faith and Play: Trainings have occurred for Friends in Philadelphia and New York Yearly Meetings, and Godly Play workshops have been held in Cuba and Mexico. Translation of the materials into Spanish was accomplished in collaboration with New England Yearly Meeting and FWCC Section of the Americas. 

5. Inclusive Language: Written materials have been created to help meetings promote the presence of a wide range of attenders and to welcome people into the fellowship of the meeting who may appear different from the mainstream of the meeting. The posters and advices should be available for distribution at this summer’s Gathering. 

6. White Privilege Conference (WPC): WPC 17 will take place in the Philadelphia area next year. Preparations are under the care of a consortium that includes FGC, New York Yearly Meeting, Friends Council on Education, American Friends Service Committee and Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. 

Support for Friends to attend WPC 16 this year in Louisville, Ky. was once again seen as valuable. At least 104 Friends from 18 YMs registered through FGC to attend, including a group of Haverford College students.

7. Gathering for Friends of Color and Their Families: This will occur November 6th-8th, 2015 in Clarkson, Michigan (near Detroit). 

8. The Bayard Rustin Fund: A financial gift has seeded this new fund to provide support for People of Color to travel to the FGC summer gathering. 

QuakerBooks of FGC has been a long time service of particular value to smaller meetings and isolated Friends. Sales have fallen from $450,000 in 2007 to $150,000 in 2014, and continue to decline this year. The reasons are many, but this sales decline required a “Bookstore” subsidy of more than $100,000 from FGC's funds in 2014. As this is not sustainable, FGC has responded. FGC’s QuakerPress titles are now available as downloadable e-books. QuakerBooks of FGC is in a six month experiment with Pendle Hill as “QuakerBooks of FGC at Pendle Hill” to capitalize on “foot traffic sales” as well as on-line sales. The future will depend upon Friends’ and seekers’ utilization of this service! Reports on benchmark achievements for the “Bookstore” will be shared at Executive and Central Committee meetings.

Financial Considerations: Friends General Conference currently funds a third of our total budget by means of investment gains, new gifts to restricted and designated funds, and drawdowns from such funds. In order to continue FGC’s many services and programs, a Feasibility Study is underway to offer guidance on a possible future fundraising campaign. To support the ongoing evolution of FGC’s services, an Evaluations Working Group is in discernment over how FGC can better identify the impact and value of its services so as to enhance efficiency and effectiveness.

FGC Summer Gathering: this year’s Gathering in North Carolina is well subscribed; the more than 1200 registrants to date exceed the anticipated attendance! Next year the Gathering will be in St. Joseph, Minnesota. Many of you may be able to experience the joy of attending these and future Gatherings. Your clerk’s life was changed by the Gathering experience. Yours may be too!

Seeking the Light,

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Frank BW"Frank Barch, 

Presiding Clerk, Central Committee

Friends General Conference 
Facing the Challenge of Climate Change 
A shared statement by Quaker groups September 2014
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As Quakers, we are called to work for the peaceable Kingdom of God on the whole Earth, in right sharing with all peoples.1 We recognize a moral duty to cherish creation for future generations.

As we gather at events surrounding the UN Climate Summit, we call on our leaders to make the radical decisions needed to create a fair, sufficient and effective international climate change agreement.

As Quakers, we understand anthropogenic (due to human activities) climate change to be a symptom of a greater challenge: how to live sustainably and justly on this Earth.

We recognize that current and unprecedented rates of greenhouse gas emissions, if left unchecked, will likely lead to global mean temperature rises of extreme detriment to human beings.

We recognize that catastrophic anthropogenic climate change is not inevitable if we choose to act.

We recognize a personal and collective responsibility to ensure that the poorest and most vulnerable peoples now, and all our future generations, do not suffer as a consequence of our actions.  We see this as a call to conscience.
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1 Kabarak Call to Peace and Eco-Justice, 2012, p. 1

We recognize the connections between climate change and global economic injustice as well as unprecedented levels of consumption, and question assumptions of unlimited economic growth on a planet with limited natural resources.

We recognize that most greenhouse gas emissions are created by fossil fuel combustion. We recognize that our increasing population continues to pursue fossil fuel-dependent economic growth. We recognize that the Earth holds more fossil fuel reserves than are safe to burn, and that the vast majority of proven fossil fuel reserves must remain in the ground if we are to prevent the catastrophic consequences of climate change. We therefore question profoundly the continued investment in, and subsidizing of, fossil fuel extraction.

We seek to nurture a global human society that prioritizes the well-being of people over profit, and lives in right relationship with our Earth; a peaceful world with fulfilling employment, clean air and water, renewable energy, and healthy thriving communities and ecosystems.

This week, we join the People’s Climate March as members of this beautiful human family, seeking meaningful commitments from our leaders and ourselves, to address climate change for our shared future, the Earth, and the generations to come.

We see this Earth as a stunning gift that supports life. It is our only home. Let us care for it together.

Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW) 

Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO)

Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) Quaker Council for European Affairs (QCEA) American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) Quakers in Britain

Living Witness

Please contact Lindsey Cook at lfcook@quno.ch if you need more information, or wish to add your Quaker group.
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Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends in Britain

A statement on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict made by Quakers in Britain at Yearly Meeting in Bath, 8 August 2014
At this time of sombre anniversaries, as we observe the centenary of the outbreak of World War I and the anniversaries of nuclear bombs dropped on the people of Hiroshima and Nagasaki we find our Quaker testimonies to peace and equality again compel us to speak out.
The hostilities in Gaza are the latest eruption of the deep and long-running conflict between Israelis and Palestinians. Root causes of this conflict, including the structural violence of occupation, must be addressed. Such violence damages all the   people   of the region. The present time, with its faltering ceasefires and talks, is a time          of both crisis and opportunity.
From our long-standing Quaker experience of working on this issue in Palestine, Israel and Britain, and from listening to the testimony of Quakers in Ramallah, we are convinced that the UK Government has a real role to play. A starting place would be for the UK to recognise Palestine as a nation state on the same basis as it  recognises Israel. We note that 134 states have already recognised the State of Palestine. The UK Government should also play its part in creating a real opportunity for peace by drawing groups such as Hamas into the political process and thus away from violent resistance to the occupation. We have seen around the world how those once labelled as terrorists can come to be recognised for their statesmanship.  It is our view that freeing elected Palestinian leaders now held as political prisoners would help Palestine to develop as a flourishing economic, political and civil society.
The international community remains complicit in the conflict for as long as it fails to make full use of the mechanisms provided by international law, to hold all parties to account for their actions. Under international law, at all times, all parties should distinguish between civilians and combatants, though as Quakers we place equal value on every human life. The Israeli Government's ongoing blockade of Gaza and its apparent collective punishment of the people must end, as must indiscriminate fire by all sides.
Amid the present crisis, we are reminded that the people of the West Bank, living under Israeli occupation face restrictions on movement; loss of land and water; demolitions; the continuing building of settlements; detention without trial and violence by settlers and the Israeli military. Such suffering often sows seeds of future violence.
The anniversary of World War I reminds us how easily militarised societies can slide into armed conflict and become blind to the alternatives to war. At such times, the international community has a responsibility to avoid fuelling the conflict. We join others in asking for a comprehensive arms embargo on Israel, Hamas and armed Palestinian groups. Quakers in Britain ask the UK Government to take a lead on this by halting arms exports to Israel.
As we, among other Nobel Peace Laureates, have said, 'The conflict between the Palestinians and the Israelis will only be resolved when Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian territory is ended and the inherent equality, worth, and dignity of all is realised’. Peacebuilding is a long and demanding path to take, but an essential one.
Quakers in Britain feel called to act alongside others to address the roots of violence. We continue to uphold Quakers in the region and those working nonviolently for peace and human rights within Israel and Palestine. Quakers will continue to challenge anti-Semitism and Islamophobia, as we oppose all forms of prejudice. We long for – and will work for – a time when the deep fear experienced on all sides is replaced by security and a just peace.
Signed on behalf of Britain Yearly Meeting
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Chris Skidmore

WESTERN FRIEND and IMYM
Judith Streit, IMYM Representative to the WF Board of Directors
I have been a member of the Board of Western Friend for the last couple of years representing IMYM, but this is my first opportunity to provide a report, and I am happy to bring information about this enlivener and sharer of Spirit.

Without being approached, I volunteered to be a board member based on a number of things. Jerry Peterson’s representation of the magazine to my monthly meeting (Mountain View Friends Meeting) aroused my interest and brought about my subscription. Reading the magazine and seeing the contributions of people I knew furthered my interest. One that comes to mind is Maya Wright (“The Spiritual Power of Art”), but there are multiple others. Serving on the Board has brought me into contact with persons from Pacific Yearly Meeting and North Pacific Yearly Meeting. Friends, the richness of Quakers is astonishing! Let Western Friend become part of your circle of Friends – including Facebook and Twitter, of course. 

Western Friend enriches IMYM in a number of ways. It is a bit like attending IMYM, expanded all the way to the Pacific. When we read the articles, all written by Quakers in the West, we get to know one another a little better. Strangers become acquaintances, and we look forward to meeting them in person at events such as this. But short of travel, Western Friend has begun to provide us opportunities for face-to-face conversations from the comfort of our living rooms. Most of us are familiar with Skype, but Western Friend Connect is a means by which we can have multi-directional, long-distance, visual conversations with contributors to Western Friend. Print acquaintances become less virtual and more real and to that are added the personas of other Quaker readers. For instance, the Rob Pierson article, “Do Quakers Mean Business?” was the subject of one such Western Friend Connect event that included Quakers from all three YMs. It is also possible to use this technology for meetings, workshops, and other applications. 

Let Western Friend expand you and your Quaker communities. Begin to think of Western Friend as a connector among us all and a spreader of the Quaker spirit.  
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2015 Report of IMYM Representatives to Friends General Conference

Dear IMYM Friends,

Greetings from your three active representatives to Friends General Conference (FGC). Among the three of us, we are cumulatively serving with FGC in the following ways:

· Central Committee (FGC’s governing body, composed largely of Yearly Meeting representatives)

· Executive Committee (the smaller governing body that conducts business in between Central Committee sessions)

· Committee for Discernment, Planning and Priorities

· FGC Nominating Committee

· Clerk of Development Committee

· QuakerQuest Travel Team

· Participation in the Spiritual Deepening Consultation

Our service with FGC continues to bring us immense joy and fulfillment. It is greatly rewarding to be connected with Friends from around the United States and Canada working together to carry out programs and services to nurture the Religious Society of Friends.

FGC continues to transform itself as an organization to better fulfill the vision, mission, and goals discerned over the last several years. One of the exciting fruits of this process is that a new Spiritual Deepening program is being piloted in several Meetings around the U.S. and Canada. FGC is also studying the feasibility of launching a capital campaign to raise money to create a permanent endowment, initiate the Spiritual Deepening program, and fund the organization’s best-loved programs.

The 2015 FGC Annual Gathering of Friends will take place at Western Carolina University, July 5-11. It’s theme: Seeking Wholeness. We hope many of you are going!

Your FGC representatives would love to talk with you further about our work and answer questions you may have about FGC, and its programs and services. We would also like to know what FGC programs and services you or your Meeting use or are interested in using. We would also like to seek Friends’ guidance in building a stronger relationship with FGC and being ever more effective representatives. As such, we invite Friends to consider the following queries: 

· How would you like us to represent IMYM at FGC Central Committee in October?

· What concerns would you like us to carry?

· What would you like us to communicate back to IMYM?

In closing, we express our deepest gratitude to you all for supporting our service. IMYM provides substantial financial support to fund some of our travel and participation in the myriad of FGC committees on which we serve. We hope IMYM will continue this level of support and even consider increasing it so that in future years any IMYM Friend called to serve with FGC will be able to regardless of their own financial status. Finally, IMYM will need new representatives to FGC in the next few years, so if you feel a leading toward serving our Yearly Meeting in this capacity, please come talk with us to learn more.
For a brief rundown of more of FGC’s current work, please see the letter from Frank Barch, FGC’s presiding clerk, which is posted on IMYM’s website.

Yours in deepest respect, gratitude and service,

Andrew Banks


Martha Roberts

David Nachman
Friends Peace Teams Report to Intermountain Yearly Meeting   June, 2015

Once again I felt privileged to represent IMYM at the FPT Council Meeting. This year the council met in Richmond Indiana and included a day of Peace Quest offering workshops and a keynote speaker: Mary Lord, for the public.  We met with concern both for people and FPT workers in Nepal, impacted by the recent earthquake and in Burundi where political unrest is causing massive immigration into neighboring countries. I continue to be inspired by the people and work of Friends Peace Teams below is a small synopsis of the work this year. Please check our revised website http://friendspeaceteams.org/ for more information.

After more than 20 years of providing nurturing care for Friends engaged in grassroots peace work in communities riddled with severe violence around the world, we are pleased to report that we continue to abide by our Quaker beliefs, to live into our values, and to use the very peace tools we offer in all our workshops to govern our organization in the manner of Friends.  We are working on increasing publicity and our outreach to Friends communities, on enhancing our communications to share news of our work more widely, on bolstering our infrastructure without increasing “non-program” expenses, and on seeking and welcoming new members to the FPT Council, our governing body.  We are especially pleased to welcome Kirsten Mandala from Portland, Oregon as our new, part-time Communications Specialist to work on our websites and opportunities via social media.

The major happening with the African Great Lakes Initiative of Friends Peace Teams (AGLI) this past year has been the great interest from other larger organizations in using the Healing and Rebuilding Our Communities (HROC) program in other settings. Catholic Relief Services in the Central African Republic (CAR) invited two AVLI HROC delegations to introduce the program there. They were so pleased with the program that they hired our HROC-Burundi program manager, Florence Ntakutimana, full time to put the HROC program in CAR on a firm footing. Then the Church of the Brethren in Northern Nigeria where Boko Haram is creating chaos, sent four people to our August HROC International Training in Rwanda and then three more for the February Training. The Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) (which is four times the size of AFSC) has taken up the program with the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria, while a MCC volunteer has received a nice grant from MCC to introduce and expand the program in eastern Congo. In Kenya great progress has been made in reconciliation on Mt Elgon after the conflict there and the introduction of AVP in the Kakuma Refugee camp. HROC-Burundi has received a number of grants towards making the upcoming Burundi elections to be peaceful. After 12 years, AVP in Rwanda has finally received permission to do AVP in their prisons, and 10 workshops have been done so far.
Peacebuilding en las Américas (PLA) supports Alternatives to Violence Project and Community Based Trauma Healing workshops with nine programs: five in Colombia; two in Honduras; and one each in Guatemala and El Salvador. The programs reach many young people, and people who have been or are resisting becoming forcibly displaced by violence, for domestic abuse victims, and for the large numbers of people struggling to survive in an atmosphere of insecurity and violence caused by criminal and drug gangs, and political instability. In Honduras the group in La Ceiba have trained the first inmate AVP facilitators who will work alongside Mennonite and other volunteers to live more nonviolently inside the El Porvenir National Prison. The three Central American programs are working with AVP International to do pilot workshops with personnel from Plan International a huge international child sponsorship program—if these workshops become integrated in Plan’s work, it could extend AVP to 68 countries. (Other pilots are being held in Nigeria and Rwanda.) Colombian programs now include AVP work with a congregation of Franciscan nuns who work throughout the country. PLA has hired a Communications Editor to help us develop web and print materials for information and outreach.
The Asia/West Pacific Initiative (AWP) has been very active with grassroots peacebuilding in Indonesia, Nepal, Philippines, Palestine and Israel, and South Korea.  New and active Friends in Australia have been supportive with energy and generous with resources.  There is a powerful new video created about the power of visiting (Silaturahmi) and the value of being a listening presence in communities struggling with decades of common violence. Nadine Hoover visited Quaker AVPers in South Korea and served on a team for a trauma healing workshop that was well received.  Nick Rozard’s work on inexpensive, locally-produced water filters is going well. An invitation to exhibit the artwork from The Power of Goodness, a book of 25 stories of nonviolence and reconciliation around the world, was sent to selected prominent museums worldwide inviting them to schedule a premier exhibition of this children's artwork from Chechnya, Russia, Europe and North America. Joe Di Garbo and Nadine will support Miriam Abu Turk in Hebron and her team in apprentice facilitating the AVP Trauma Healing Workshop in Ramallah.  Our persistent question of whether Palestinians and Israelis can be brought together for peace work is leading to some interesting possibilities that our peace team will continue to explore.  

Vickie Aldrich
March 2015
2015 Report to Yearly Meetings
Since the early days of the Religious Society of Friends, God’s spirit has led Friends to take action in the world. Since 1943, the Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) has carried on this witness of the Spirit through action on Capitol Hill.

FCNL brings the concerns, experiences and testimonies of Friends to bear on policy decisions in the nation's capital. We are governed by a General Committee of 184 Quakers, representing 25 Yearly Meetings and 7 Quaker organizations. We are sustained by the advocacy, prayers and financial support of tens of thousands of Friends and like‐minded people across the country, in every state and nearly every congressional district.

Living our Faith through Action
FCNL's 17 registered lobbyists meet on Capitol Hill with lawmakers and their staff, and we work as partners with citizen advocates across the country. In 2014, Friends in FCNL made more than 750 personal visits to congressional offices, in Washington and in local districts, on FCNL priority issues. Our network also sent 116,981 issue‐related messages to Congress and had 121 letters to the editor published that support our advocacy priorities.

In November, we welcomed 440 Quakers and other friends in the FCNL network to Washington for our annual, and largest ever, Quaker Public Policy Institute, focused on sustaining diplomacy with Iran. Quaker



1 Participants in FCNL's 2014 Spring Lobby Weekend question Rep. Adam Schiff (CA) about endless war.
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writer and speaker Parker J. Palmer delivered the keynote address, talking about the ways that Friends' practices can create safe spaces and conversations to heal the heart of democracy.

Attendees visited more than 200 congressional offices over the course of two days; 25 offices released statements in support of diplomacy following these visits.

At the Annual Meeting gathering, convened just after the Policy Institute, FCNL's General Committee approved new legislative priorities to focus the organization's work in the 114th Congress (2015‐2016). The priorities were developed with input from 167 Quaker meetings and churches across the country. Priorities are available at fcnl.org/priorities.
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The Future of Quaker Advocacy
FCNL engages with Quakers of all ages. As I write this, we have recently completed our Spring Lobby Weekend, which brought nearly 300 students and other young adults to Washington to ask Congress to act on climate change. These experiences light the inward fire and motivate young adults as they become empowered advocates on this and other peace and justice issues.

From our Young Fellows program (formerly called an internship), now in its 45th year, to our new Advocacy Corps, which will help young adults organize in their own communities, FCNL is providing important opportunities for young people during their formative years to learn and practice ways to put their faith into action. Find out more at futureadvocate.org. We are also exploring opportunities for Friends who are later in their careers to work with FCNL for a period of time through our revived Friend in Washington program.

As the 114th Congress begins, FCNL’s non‐partisan witness on Capitol Hill is more important than ever. Our faith and experience convince us to work for the peaceful, just, equitable and sustainable world we seek. Above all, we seek to remain open to where God’s spirit leads us. We greatly appreciate and acknowledge the significant impact of the financial support and activism of individuals and Quaker meetings, churches and yearly meetings. Please keep our work in your prayers.

DeAnne Butterfield Intermountain Yearly Meeting Clerk, FCNL General Committee March 2015

FCNL's Executive Committee
DeAnne Butterfield, Clerk, Intermountain Yearly Meeting
Eric Ginsburg, Assistant Clerk, North Carolina Yearly Meeting (Conservative) David A. Bantz, Recording Clerk, Alaska Friends Conference
Constance Brookes, Treasurer, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Diane Randall, Executive Secretary, New England Yearly Meeting
Marion Ballard, Clerk of the Development Committee, Baltimore Yearly Meeting Deborah Fink, Clerk of the Field Committee, Iowa Yearly Meeting (Conservative) Mary Lou Hatcher, At‐large member, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting
Beth Henricks, Clerk of the Capital Campaign Committee, Western Yearly Meeting Kara Newell, Clerk of the Personnel Committee, Northwest Yearly   Meeting    Karen Putney, Clerk of the Nominating Committee, Southeastern Yearly Meeting
Kelly Schoolmeester, Clerk of the Policy Committee, Southern Appalachian Yearly Meeting David Snyder, Clerk of the Annual Meeting Planning Committee, Lake Erie Yearly Meeting John Wilkin, Clerk of the  Finance Committee, Northwest Yearly Meeting
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We seek a world free of war and the threat of war We seek a society with equity and justice for all
We seek a community where every person's potential may be fulﬁlled We seek an earth restored
Work and Witness 2014‐2015
FCNL's staff and volunteers work with a nationwide network to advocate for social and economic justice, peace, care for the earth, and good government.

Climate Change: A Call to Conscience
In meetings with more than 150 Democratic and Republican congressional offices, we have engaged members in conversations about how their faith and values lead them to act. These conversations are space for congressional action on climate change: a Republican representative is drafting a resolution calling for climate change action, and other bipartisan bills are gaining support. We see opportunities this year to advance these bills and to build the relationships that will enable more far‐reaching action in the next several years.

Iran: Diplomacy Works
For the first time in 30 years, the U.S. and Iran are engaged in robust, sustained, high‐level diplomacy, which is already reducing the likelihood that Iran will develop a nuclear weapon. FCNL is lobbying Congress to support, not undermine, this progress. We've helped  persuade more than one‐third of Congress to speak out in favor of negotiations and helped postpone votes on new sanctions that could derail the talks. We continue to discourage

Congress from placing pre‐conditions on these talks or imposing new sanctions while progress is being made.

Mass Incarceration: Easing Harsh, Discriminatory Sentencing
Sentencing reform can break the cycle that sustains mass incarceration. FCNL is lobbying to support the Smarter Sentencing Act, bipartisan legislation that would halve the length of mandatory sentences, give judges discretion on sentences for many drug offenses and allow thousands of federal prisoners to seek fairer sentences. Members of Congress from across the political spectrum support these changes, and we are working to capitalize on that interest and bring this bill to a vote.

Prevent Violent Conflict: Building Infrastructure
Through FCNL's lobbying and our work with a coalition that includes Amnesty International, MercyCorps, and others, we are successfully helping to establish and fund civilian structures within the U.S. government to better prevent and respond to violence, including violent extremism. FCNL is also working to reverse years of underfunding of U.S. civilian diplomatic agencies, which has allowed the military to play an outsized role in setting and carrying out U.S. foreign policy.
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Peacebuilding: Putting it into Practice
In advance of elections in 2013, FCNL worked closely with Kenyan Quakers to encourage U.S. government support for violence prevention. Now, we are doing similar work with Quakers in Burundi, where elections in 2015 could be a violence flashpoint. Thanks in part to our efforts, the administration's interagency Atrocities Prevention Board is also focusing on how the U.S. can support violence prevention in Burundi.

End the Endless War & Advance Our Shared Security
The 2001 Authorization for the Use of Military Force has been used by two administrations to justify war, indefinite detention at Guantanamo, lethal drone attacks, and now U.S. military action against ISIS. We have helped convince more than 200 members of Congress to support this law's repeal. Now, we are leading efforts to stop new military action and shift to strategies to bring long‐term peace.

Repeal the Pentagon’s 1033 Program: Get Tanks off Main Street
The program to transfer military weapons, vehicles and equipment from the Pentagon to U.S. police departments is both a symptom and a cause of the militarized approach to policing, visible in Ferguson, MO and many other communities. FCNL has helped lead efforts for nearly two years to repeal this program, resulting in bipartisan legislation in both the House and Senate to put needed checks on these activities.

Nuclear Weapons: Working for Disarmament
FCNL is a leading voice in Washington for nuclear disarmament, gathering bipartisan support for cuts to nuclear budgets and for reducing the number of nuclear weapons in the U.S. and worldwide. Even in an era of budget cuts, we have had success in increasing funding for nuclear nonproliferation programs. Our current work focuses on eliminating funding for the refurbishment of the B‐61 nuclear bomb, opposing efforts to undermine the new START Treaty with Russia, and adequately funding programs to secure nuclear materials around the world.

Native American Advocacy: Continuing Our Witness
FCNL is a steadfast advocate for issues of concern to Native communities. Our presence on Capitol Hill continues to elevate awareness of these issues with our nation's leaders. We are working for legislation to support the revival of Native languages, provide increased funding for the education of Native children, acknowledge the inherent governing authority of tribal councils and other tribal structure, and protect sacred sites from the intrusion of commercial interests.
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“It would go a long way to caution and direct people in their use of the world, that they were  better  studied  and  knowing  in  the  Creation  of  it.  For  how  could  [they]  find  the confidence to abuse it, while they should see the great Creator stare them in the face, in all and every part of it?”


William Penn, 1693
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